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-thefe, through the my tfterious 


Coir) 


To the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and the Com- 
mons of the Parliament of 
Great Britain. | 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


PERMIT me, withthe greatett de= 
ference and refpect, to lay at your feet 


the following genuine Narrative: the 
chief defign of which is to excite in 
your augutt affemblies a fenfe of com-. 


paflion for the miferies which the 
Slave-Trade has entailed on my un- 
fortunate countrymen, By the hor- 
rors of that trade was I firtt torn away 
from all the tender connexions that 
were naturally dear to my heart; but 


ways 


A of 


See Eas Baye: 


of Providence, I ought to regard as 


infinitely more than compenfated by 
the introdu@tion I have thence obtained 
to the knowledge of the Chriftian 
religion, and ofa nation which, by its 
liberal fentiments, its humanity, the 
glorious freedom of its government, 
and its proficiency in arts and fciences, 
has exalted the dignity of human na- 
tures 

I am fenfible I ought to entreat 
your pardon for Aaeerine to you a 
work fo wholly devoid of literary me- 
rit; but, as the production of an un- 
lettered African, who is actuated by 
the hope of becoming an inftrument 
towards the relief of his fuffering 
countrymen, T truft that /uch a man, 
pleading in /uch a caufe, will be ac- 
guitted of boldnefs and pr e{umption. 


May 


hey 72) 


May the God of heaven infpire 
your hearts with peculiar benevolence 
©n that important day when the quetf- 
tion of Abolition is to be difcufled, 
when thoufands, in confequence of 
your Determination, are to look for 


Happinefs or Mifery ! 
Tam, 
My Lorps anp GENTLEMEN, 
Your moift obedient, 
And devoted humble Servant, 
OLauDAH EQuliANno, 
OR 


GUSTAVUS VASSA. 


Union-Street, Mary-le-bone, 
March 24, 1789. 
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The author's account of his couatry, and 
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their manners and cufloms—— Adminiftra- 

tion of juftice—Hmbreache —Marriage 

ceremony, and public entertainments— 

Mode of living —Drefs —Manufattures 
Buildings — Commerce — Agriculture— 
War and religion—Superflition of the 
watrves— Funeral ceremonies of the priefis 
or magicians—Curious mode of discovering 
poifon —Some hints concerning the origin of 
the auihor’s countrymen, with the opinions 
of different writers on that fubje. | 
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BELIEVE it is difficult for thofe who 

publifh their own memoirs to efcape 
€ imputation,of vanity; nor is this 
You. I, B the 


ee) 

the only difadvantage under which they 
labour: it is alfotheir misfortune, that 
what is uncommon is rarely, if ever, 
believed, and what 1s ebvious we are 
apt to turn from with difguft, and to 
charge the writer with impertinence. 
People generally think thofe memoirs 
only .worthy to be read or remembered 
which abound in great or ftriking 
events, thofe, in fhort, which in a high 
degree excite either admiration or 
pity: all others they confign to con- 
tempt and oblivion. It is therefore, 
{ confefs, not a little hazardous in a 
private and obfcure imdividual, and a 
ftranger too, thus to folicit the indul- 
eent attention of the public; efpecially 
when I own I offer here the hiftory: of 
neither a faint, a hero, nor atyrant.: 1 
believe there are few events in my life, 
which have not happened to many: it 
is true the incidents of it are numerous; 
and, did J confider myfelf an European, 
I might 


> ene oe. 


omer oe 
I might fay my fufferings were ereat f 
but when I compare my lot with that 


of moft of my countrymen, I regard 
myfelf as a particular favourite of Hea- 
wen, and acknowledge the mercies of 
Providence in every occurrence of my 
life. If then the following narrative 
does not appear fufficiently interefting 
to engage general attention, let my 
motive be fome excufe for its publica- 
tion. Iam not fo foolifhly vain as to 
expect from it cither immortality or 
literary reputation, If it affords any 
‘fatisfaction to my numerous friends, at 
whofe requeft it has been written, or 
in the fmalleft degree promotes the 
interefts of humanity, the ends for 
which it was undertaken will be fully 
attained, and every with of my heatt 
gratified. Let it therefore be remem- 


bered, that, in withing toavoid cenfure,. 


T do not afpire to praife, 
B 2 That 
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That part of Africa, known by the 
name of Guinea, to which the trade 
for flaves is carried on, extends-along 
the coaft above 3400 miles, from the 
Senegal to Angola, and includes a 
variety of kingdoms. Of thefe the 
moft. confiderable is the kingdom of 
Benen, both as to extent and wealth, 
the richnefs and cultivation of the foil, 
the power of its king, and the number 
and warlike difpofition of the inhabi- 
tants. It is fituated nearly under the 
Jine, and extends along the coaft about 
170 miles, but runs back into the in- 
terior part of Africa to a diftance hi- 
therto I believe unexplored by any 


traveller; and feems only terminated 


at length by the empire of Abyffinia, 
near 15co miles frem its beginning. 
This kingdom is divided into many 
provinces or diftricts: in one of the 
mott remote and fertile of which, 

called 


ie 


called Eboe, I was born, in the year 
1745, in a charming fruitful vale, 
named Efflaka. The diftance of this 
province from the capital of Benin and 
the fea coaft muft be very confiderable: 
for I had never heard of white men or 
Europeans, nor of the fea: and our 
fubjection to the king of Benin was 
little more than nominal; for every 
tranfaction of the government, as far as 
my flender obfervation extended, was 
conducted by the chiefs or elders of 
_the place. The manners and govern- 
ment of a people who have little com- 
merce with other countries are gene- 
rally very fimple; and the hiftory of. 


what pafles in one family or village. 


may ferve as a {pecimen of a nation. 
‘My father was one of thofe elders or 
chiefs I have fpoken of, and was ftyled: 
Embrenche ; a term, as I remember, 
importing the higheft diftin@ion, and 
4 B 3 fignifyine 
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fienifying in our language a mark of 
grandeur. This mark 1s conferred on 
the perfon entitled to it, by cutting the 
fkin acrofs at the top of the forehead,. 
and drawing it down to the eye-browss 
and while it is in this fituation apply- 
ing a warm hand, and rubbing it 
until it fhrinks up into a thick weal 
acrofs the lower part of the forehead. 
Moft of the judges and fenators were 
thus marked; my father had long born 
it: I had feen it conferred on one of 
my brothers, and I was alfo deftined to: 
receive it by my parents. Thofe Em- 
brence, or chief men, decided difputes 
and punifhed crimes; for which pur- 
pofe they always aflembled together. 
The proceedings were generally fhort; 
and in moft cafes the law of retaliation 
prevailed, 1 remember a man was 
brought before my father, and the 
other judges, for kidnapping a boy s 
and, 


ee ieee 
and, although he was the fon of a chief 
or fenator, he was condemned to make 


tecompenfe by a man or woman flave. 
Adultery, however, was fometimes pu- 
nifhed with flavery or death ; a punifh- 
ment which I believe is inflicted on 
it throughout moft of the nations of 
Africa *: fo facred among them is.the 
honour of the marriage bed, and fo 
jealous are they of the fidelity of their 
wives. Of this I recollect an inftance : 
-—a woman was convicted before the 
judges of adultery, and delivered over, | 
as the cuftom was, to. her hufband to 
be punifhed. Accordingly he deter- 
mined to put her to death : but it being 
ainda: juft before her execution, that 
fhe had an infant at her breaft; and no 
woman being prevailed on. to perform 


* See Benezet’s. *** Account of. Guine2’” 
throughout.. 


B 4 the 


Bs Bias 
the part of a nurfe, fhe was fpared on 
account of the child. The men, how- 
ever, do not preferve the fame con- 
{tancy to their wives, which they ex- 

-pect from them; for they indulge in 
a plurality, though feldom in more 
than two. Their mode of marriage 
is thus :—both parties are ufually be- 
trothed when young by their parents, 
(though | have known the males to 
betroth themfelves). On this occafion 
a feaft is prepared, and the bride and 
bridegroom ftand up in the midft of 
all their friends, who are affembled for 

a the purpofe, while he declares fhe is 

i thenceforth to be looked upon as his 

a wife, and that no other perfon is to 
| pay any addreffes to her. This is alfo 

. immediately proclaimed in the vict- 

nity, on which the bride retires from 

the affembly. Sometime after fhe 1s 
brought home to her hufband, and 
then 


Pint 
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then another feaft is made, to which 
the relations of both parties are in- 
vited: her parents then deliver. her to 


the bridegroom, accompanied with a 


number of bleffings, and at the fame 
time they tie round her waift a cotton 
{tring of the thicknefs of a goofe-quill, 
which none but married women are 
permitted to wear: fhe is now confi- 
dered as completely his wife; and at 
this time the dowry is given to the 
new married pair, which generally 


confifts of portions of land, flaves, and. 


cattle, houfehold goods, and imple- 
ments of hufbandry.- Thefe are of- 
fered by the friends of both parties; 
befides which the parents of the bride- 
groom prefent gifts to thofe of the 
bride, whofe property fhe is looked 
upon before marriage; but after it fhe 
is efteemed the fole property of her 
hufband, The ceremony being now 

, B 5 ended 
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ended the feftival begins, which 1s 
celebrated with bonefires, and loud 
acclamations of joy, accompanied with 
mufic and dancing. 

We are almoft a nation of dancers, 
muficians, and poets. Thus every great 
event, fuch as a triumphant return 
from. battle, or other caufe of public 
rejoicing is celebrated in public dances, 
which are accompanied with fongs and 
mufic fuited to the occafion. The af- 
fembly is feparated into four divifions, 
which dance either apart or in fuc- 
cefion, and each with a character pe- 
culiar to itfelf. The firft divifion 
contains the married men, who in 
their dances frequently exhibit feats 
of arms, and the reprefentation of a 
battle. To thefe fucceed the married 
women, who dance in the -feeond di- 
vifion. ‘The young men occupy the 


shird; and the maidens the fourth. 
Each 


Barr iT 


Each reprefents {ome interefting fcene 


of real life, fuch as a great achievement, 


domeftic employment, a pathetic ftory,. 
or fome rural fport ; and as the fubject 
is gencrally founded on fome recent 
event, it is therefore ever néw.. This. 


gives our dances a fpirit and variety 
which I have fearcely {een elfewhere *:. 
We have many mufical’ inftruments, 
particularly drums of: different kinds; 
a piece of mufic which refembles a 
guitar, and another much: like a. 
flickado, Thefe laft are chiefly ufed 
by betrothed virgins, who. play on. 
them on all grand feftivals.. 

As our manners. are fimple, our 
luxuries are few. The drefs of both: 
fexes is nearly the fame. It generally 
confilts of a long piece of callico, or 
muflin, wrapped loofely round the: 


* When I was in Smyrna I’ have frequently, 
feen the Greeks. dance after this manner. 


BO body. - 


fp tt2? jf | 
body, fomewhat in the form of a 
highland plaid. This ts ufually dyed 
blue, which is our favourite colour. 
It is extraéted from a berry, and 1s 
brighter and richer thanany I have 
feen in Europe. Befides this, our wo- 
men of diftinction wear golden orna- 
ments; which they difpote with fome 
profufion on their arms and legs. 
When our women are not employed 
with the men in tillage, their ufual 
occupation is {pinning and weaving 
cotton, which they afterwards dye, 
and make it into garments. They alfo 
gnanufacture earthen veffels, of which 
we have many kinds. Among the 


re{t tobacco pipes, made after the fame 
fafhion, and ufed in the fame manner, 


as thofe in Turkey *. 


* The bowl is earthen, curioufly figured, to 
which a long reed is fixed asa tube. This tube is 
{ometimes fo long as to be born by one, and fre- 
quently out of grandeur by two boys. 


Our 
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Our manner of living is entirely 
plain; for as yet the natives are unac- 
‘quainted with thofe refinements in 
cookery which debauch the tafte: bul- 
locks, goats, and poultry, fupply the 
greateft part of their food. Thefe 
conftitute likewife the principal wealth 
of the country, and the chief articles 
of its commerce. The fleth is ufually 
ftewed in a pan; to make it favoury 
wefometimes ufe alfo pepper, and other 
fpices, and we have falt made of wood 
afhes. Our vegetables are moftly plan- 
tains, eadas, yams, beans, and Indian 
corn. The head of the family ufually 
eats alone; his wives and flaves have 
alfo their feparate tables. Before we 
tafte food we always wath our hands: 
indeed our cleanlinefs on all occafions 
is extreme; but on this it is an indif- 
penfable ceremony. After wafhing, 
libation is made, by pouring out a 
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fmall portion of the food, in a certain 
place, for the fpirits of departed rela- 
tions, which the natives fuppofe to pre- 
fide over their conduct, and guard: 
them from evil. ‘They are totally un- 
acquainted with flrong or {pirituous 
liquours ; and their principal beverage 
is palm wine. This is gotten from a tree 
ef that name by tapping it at the top, 
and faftening a large gourd to it; and 
fometimes one tree will yield three or 
four gallons in a night. When _juft 
drawn it is of a moft delicious fweet- 
nefs; but ina few days it acquires a 
tartifh and more fpirituous flavour : 
though I never faw any one intoxi- 
cated by it. The. fame tree alfo pro- 
duces nuts and oil. Our principal 
luxury is in perfumes; one fort of 
thefe is an odoriferous wood of deli- 


cious fragrance: the other a kind of 
earth; a {mall portion of which thrown 
into 


Cm J 
into the fire diffufes a moft powerful 
odour *. We beat this ‘wood into 
powder, and mix it with palm oil; 
with which both men and women per- 
fume themfelves. 

In our buildings we ftudy conve- 
nience rather than ornament. Each 
mafter of a family has a large fquare 
piece of ground, furrounded with a 
moat or fence, or enclofed with a wall 
made of red earth tempered ; which, 
when dry, is as hard as brick. Within 
this are his houfes to accommodate his 


family and flaves; which, if nume- - 


rous, frequently prefent the appearance 
of a village. In the middle ftands the 
principal building, appropriated to the 
fole ufe of the mafter, and confifting 


* When I was in Smyrna I faw the fame kind of 
earth, and brought fome of it with me to England ; 
it refembles mufk in ftrength, but is more delicious 
in fcent, and is not unlike the fmell of a rofe. 
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_ of two apartments; in one of which 
he fits in the day with his family, the 
other is left apart for the reception of 
his friends. He has betides thefe a 
diftinét apartment in which he fleeps, 
together with his male children. On 
each fide are the apartments of his 
wives, who have alfo their feparate 
day and night houfes. The habitations 
of the flaves and their families are dif- 
tributed. throughout the reft of the en- 
elofure. Fhefe houfes never exceed one 
ftory in height: they are always. built 
of wood, or ftakes driven. into the 
eround, crofied with.wattles, and neatly 
plaftered within, and without. The 
roof is thatched with reeds. Our day- 
houfes are left open.at the fides; but 
thofe in which we fleep are always co- 
vered, and plaftered in the infide, 
with a compofition mixed with cow- 
dung, to keep off the different infects, 
m which 
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which annoy us during the night. 
The walls and floors alfo of thefe are 
generally covered with mats. Our 
beds confift of a platform, raifed three 
or four feet from the ground, on which 
are laid fkins, and different parts of a 
fpungy tree called plaintain. Our 
covering is calico or muflin, the fame 
as our drefs. The ufual feats are a few 
logs of wood; but we have benches, 
which are generally perfumed, to ac- 
commodate ftrangers: thefe compofethe 
greater part of our houfehold furniture. 
Houfes fo conftructed and furnifhed 
require but little fkill to erect them. 
Every man is a fufficient architect for 
the purpofe. The whole neighbourhood 
afford their unanimous affiftance in 
building them and in return receive, 
and expect no other recompenfe than 
a feaft. 

As we live ina country where nature 
is 
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is prodigal of her favours, our wants 
are few and eafily fupplied; of courfe 
we have few manufactures. They con- 
fift for the moft part of calicoes, 
eatthern ware, ornaments, and inftru- 
ments of war and hufbandry. But 
thefe make no part of our commerce, 
the principal articles of which, as 1 
have obferved, are provifions. In fuch 
a {tate money is of little ufe; however 
we have fome fmall pieces of coin, if 
I may call them fuch. They are 
made fomething like an anchor ; but [ 
do not remember either their value or 
denomination. We have alfo.markets, 
at which I have been frequently with 
my mother. Thefe are fometimes v1~ 
fited by ftout mahogany-coloured men 
from the fouth, weft of us: we call them 
Oye-Eboe, which term fignifies red 
men living at a diftance. They gene- 


rally bring us fire-arms, gunpowder, 
| hats, 


ee : 
hats, beads, and dried fifh. The laff 
we efteemed a great rarity, as our 
waters were only brooks and fprings. 
Thefe articles they barter with us for 
odoriferous woods and earth, and our 
falt of wood afhes. They always carry 
flaves through our land; but the ftricteft 
account is exacted of their manner of 
procuring them before they are fuffered 
to pafs. Sometimes indeed we fold 
flaves to them, but they were only 
prifoners of war, or fuch among us as 
had been convicted of kidnapping, or 
adultery, and fome other crimes, which 
we efteemed heinous. This practice 


of kidnapping induces me to think, 
that, notwithftanding all our ftrictnefs, 


their principal bufinefs among us was 
to trepan our people. I remember 
too they carried great facks along with 


them, which not long after I had an 


. op portunity 
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opportunity of fatally feeing applied to 
‘that infamous purpofe, . 

Our land is uncommonly rich and 
fruitful, and produces all kinds of vege- 
tables in great abundance. We have 
plenty of Indian corn, and. vaft quan- 
tities of cotton and tobacco. Our pine 
apples:erow without culture; they are 
about the fize of the largeft fugar-loaf, 
and finely flavoured. We have alfo 
{pices of different kinds, particularly 
pepper; and a variety of delicious fruits 
which I have never feen in Europe; 
together with gums of various Kinds, 
and honey in abundance. All our in- 
duftry is exerted to improve thofe 
bleflings of nature. Agriculture is our 
chief employment; and every one, even 
the children and women, are engaged 
in it. Thus we are all habituated to 
labour from our earlieft years. Every 
one contributes fomething to the com- 

mon 
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mon {tock ; and as we are unacquainted 


with idlenefs, we have no. beggars, 
The benefits of fuch a mode of living 
are obvious. The Weft India planters 
prefer the flaves of Benin or Eboe to 
thofe of any other part of Guinea, for 
their hardinefs, intelligence, integrity, 
and zeal. Thofe benefits are felt by 
us in the general healthinefs of the 
people, and in their vigour and aéti- 
vity; I might have added too in their 
comelinefs. Deformity is indeed un- 
known amongft us, I mean that of 
fhape, Numbers of the natives of Eboe 
now in London might be brought in 
fupport of this affertion : for, in regard 
to complexion, ideas of beauty are 
wholly relative. I remember while in 
Africa to have feen three negro chil- 
dren, who were tawny, and another 
quite white, who were univerfally re- 
garded by myfelf, and the natives in 

general, 
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weneral, as far as related to their com- 
plexions, as deformed. Our women too 
were in my eyes at leaft uncommonly 
graceful, alert, and modeftto a degree of 
bafhfulnefs; nor do I remember to have 
ever heard of an inftance of inconti- 
nence amongft them before marriage. 
They: are alfo remarkably cheerful. 
Indeed cheerfulnefs and aflability are 
two of the leading charatteriftics of 
‘our nation. 

‘Our tillage is exercifed in a large 
plain or common, fome hours walk 
from our dwellings, and all the neigh- 


bours refort thither in a body. They 
ufe no beafts of hufbandry; and their 
only inftruments are hoes, axes, fhovels, 


and beaks, or pointed iron to dig with, 
Sometimes we are vifited by locutts, 
which come in large clouds, fo as to 
darken the air, and deftroy our harveft. 
‘This however happens rarely, but when 
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it does, a famine is produced byt. 
i remember an inftance or two where- 
in this happened. This common is 
often the theatre of war; and therefore 
when our people go out to till their 
land, they not only go in a body, 
but generally take their arms with 
them for fear of a furprife; and when 
they apprehend an invafion they guard 
the avenues to their dwellings, by 
driving fticks into the ground, which 
are {6 fharp at one end as to pierce the 
foot, and are generally dipt in poifon. 
From what I can recolle@ of thefe 
battles, they appear to have been irrup- 
tions of one little ftate or diftri& on the 
other, to obtain prifeners or booty. 


Perhaps they were incited to this by 


thofe traders who brought the Euro- 
pean goods I mentioned amoneft us. 
Such a mode of obtaining flaves in 
Africa is common ? and I believe more 


are 
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are procured this way, and by kidnap- 
ing, than any other ™. When a trader 
wants flaves, he applies to a chief for 
them, and tempts him with his wares. 
It is not extraordinary, if on this occa- 


fion he yields to the temptation with as 


little firmnefs, and accepts the price of 
his fellow creatures liberty with as little 
reluctance as the enlightened merchant. 
Accordingly he falls on his neighbours, 
and a defperate battle enfues. If he 
prevails and takes prifoners, he gratifies 
his avarice by felling them ; but, if his 
party bevan quifhed, and he falls into the 
hands of the enemy, he is put to death: 
for, as he has been known to foment 
their quarrels, it is thought dangerous 
to let him furvive, and no ranfom can 
fave him, though all other prifoners 
may be redeemed. We have fire- 
arms, bows and arrows, broad two- 


* See Benezet’s Account of Africa throughout. 
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edged {words and javelins: we have 
fhields alfo which cover a man from 
head to foot. All are taught the ufe 
of thefe weapons; even our women are 
warriors, and march boldly out to fight 
along with the men. Our whole dif 
trict isa kind of militia: on a certain 
fignal given, fuch as the firing of a gun 
at night, they all rife in arms and rufh 
upon their enemy. It is perhaps fome- 
thing remarkable, that when our people 
amarch to the field a red flag or banner 
is borne before them. I was once a 
witnefs to a battle in our common. 
We had been all at work in it one day 
as ufual, when our people were fud- 
denly attacked. I climbed a tree at 
fome diftance, from which I beheld 
the fight. There were many wo- 
men as well as men on both fides; 


among others my mother was there, 


and armed with a broad fword. After 
Vou. I. C fighting 
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fighting for a confiderable time with 
ereat.fury, and after many had been 
killed our people obtained the victory, 
and took their enemy’s Chief prifoner. 
He was carried off in great triumph, 
and, though he offered a large ranfom 
for his life, he was put to death. A 
virgin of note among our enemies had 
been flain in the battle, and her arm 
was expofed in our market-place, where 
our trophies were always exhibited. 


The fpoils were divided according to 


the merit of the warriors. Thofe 
prifoners which were not fold or re- 
deemed we kept as flaves: but how 
different was their condition from that 
of the flaves in the Weft Indies! With 
us they do no more work than other 
members of the community, even 
their mafters ; their food, clothing and 
lodging were nearly the fame as theirs, 
(except that they were not permitted 

to 
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to eat with thofe who were free-born); 
and there was fcarce any other differ- 
ence between them, than a fuperior 
degree of importance which the head 
of a family pofleffes in our ftate, and 
that authority which, as fuch, he ex- 
ercifes over every part of his houfehold. 
Some of thefe flaves have even flaves 
under them as their own property, and 
for their own ufe. | 

As to religion, the natives believe 
that there is one Creator of all things, 

and that he lives in the fun, and is 
girted round with a belt that he may — 
never eat or drink; but, according to | 
fome, he fmokes a pipe, which 1s our 
own favourite luxury. They believe 
he governs events, efpecially our deaths 
or captivity ; but, as for the doctrine of 
eternity, I do not remember to have 
ever heard of it: fome however be- 
lieve in the tranfmigration of fouls in 
2 a certain 


ly, Bee 

a certain degree. Thofe fpirits, which 
are not tranfmigrated, fuch as our 
dear friends or relations, they believe al]- 
ways attend them, and guard them from 
the bad fpirits or their foes. For this 
reafon they always before eating, as I 
have obferved, put fome {mall portion 
of thé meat, and pour fome of their 


drink, on the ground for them; and 


they often make oblations of the blood 
of beafts or fowls at their graves. I 
was very fond of my mother, and al- 
moft conftantly with her. When fhe 
went to make thefe oblations at her 
mother’s tomb, which was a kind of 
{mall folitary thatched houfe, I fome- 
times attended her. There fhe made her 
libations, and fpent moft of the night 
inecries and lamentations. I have been 
often extremely terrified on thefe oc- 
cafions. ‘The lonelinefs of the place, 
the darknefs of the night, and the cere- 


mony — 


Ho Senin ae > 


nines 5 


nt es 


ones as he 


SO en go ee oe 


a a ee 


ee ee 


Ae eS a 


L 729 1] 
mony of libation, naturally awful and 
gloomy, were heightened by my mo- 
ther’s lamentations; and thefe, concur- 
ing with the cries of doleful birds, by 
which thefe places were frequented, 
gave an inexpreflible terror to the 
{cene. 3 Ce 
We compute the year from the day 
on which the fun croffes the line, and 
on its fetting that evening there is a 
general fhout throughout the land; at — 
leaft I.can {peak from my own know- 
ledge throughout our vicinity. The 
people at the fame time make a great 
noife with rattles, not unlike the bafket 
‘rattles ufed by children here, though 
much larger, and hold up their hands 
to heaven for a bleffing. Jt is then 
the greateft offerings are made; and 
thofe children whom our wife men 
foretel will be fortunate lare then pre- 
{ented to different people, Iremember 
Cr many 
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many ufed to come to fee me, and I 


“yas carried about to others for that 


purpofe. They have many offerings, 
particularly at full moons; generally 
two at harveft before the fruits are 


taken out of the ground: and when 


any young animals are killed, fome- 
times they offer up part of them as a 
facrifice. Thefe offerings, when made 
by one of the heads of a family, ferve 
for the whole. I remember we often 
had them at my father’s and my uncle’s, 
and their families have been prefent. 
Some of our offerings are eaten with 
bitter herbs. We had a faying among us 
to any one of acrofs temper, ‘ That 
‘if they were to be eaten, they fhould 
‘ be eaten with bitter herbs.’ 

We practifed circumcifion like the 
Jews, and made offerings and feafts 
on that occafion in the fame manner 
as they did. Like them alfo, our 
children 


bgt) 
children were named from fome event, 
fome circumftance, or fancied forebod- 
ing at the time of their birth. I was 
nanied Olaudah, which, in our language, 
fienifies viciffitude or fortune alfo, 
one favoured, and having a loud voice 
and well fpoken. I remember we never 
polluted the name of the object of our 
adoration; on the contrary, it was 
always mentioned with the greateft re- 
verence; and we were totally unac- 
quainted with fwearing, and all thole 
terms of abufe and reproach which find 
their way fo readily and copioufly into 
the languages of more civilized people. 
The only expreffions of that kind I 
remember were ‘* May you rot, or 
‘ may you fwell, or may a bealt take 
‘ you.’ 

I have before remarked that the 
natives of this part of Africa are ex- 
tremely cleanly. This neceffary habit 
Ou4 of 
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of decency was with us a part of reli- 
gion, and therefore we had many puri- 


fications and wafhings ; indeed almof 
as many, and ufed on the fame occa- 
fions, if my recollection does not fail 
me, as the Jews. ‘Thofe that touched 
the dead at any time were obliged to 
wath and purify themfelves before they 
could entera dwelling-houfe. Every wo. 
man too, at certain times, was forbidden 
to come into a dwelling-houfe, or touch 
any perfon, or any thing we ate. J was 
fo fond of my mother I could not keep 


from her, or avoid touching her at 

4 fome of thofe periods, in confequence 9 
a a of which I was obliged to be kept 
a out with her, in a little houfe made for 

4a that purpofe, till offering was made, 

" and then we were purified. 


Though we had no places of pub- 
lic worfhip, we had priefts and magi- 
clans, or wife men. I do not remem- 


ber 


ae) 
ber whether they had different offices, 
or whether they were united in the 
fame perfons, but they were held in 
great reverence by the people.” They 
calculated our time, and foretold events, 
as their name imported, for we called 
them Ah-affoe-way-cah, which fignifies 
calculators or yearly men, our year 
being called Ah-affoe. They wore 
their beards, and when they died they 
were fucceeded by their fons. Mott 
of their implements and things of value 
were interred alone with them. Pipes 
and tobacco were alfo put into the 
grave with the corpfe, which was al- 
ways perfumed and ornamented, and 
animals were offered in facrifice to 
them. None accompanied their fune- 
rals but thofe of the fame profeffion or 
tribe. Thefe buried them after funfet, 
and always returned from the grave by 
C5 a different 
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a different way from that which they 
went. 

Thefe magicians were alfo our doc- 
tors or phyficians. They practifed bleed- 
ing by cupping; and were very fucceff- 
ful in healing wounds and expelling 
poifons. They had hkewife fome ex- 
traordinary method of difcovering jea- 
jloufy, theft, and poifoning; the fuccefs 
of which no doubt they- derived from 
their unbounded influence over. the 
credulity and fuperftition of the people. 
I do not remember what thofe methods 
were, except that as to poifoning: I 
recolle¢t an inftance or two, which I 
hope it will not be deemed impertinent 
here to infert, as it may ferve asa kind 
of fpecimen of the reft, and is ftill 
ufed by the negroes in the Weft Indies. 


_A virgin had been poifoned, but’ it 


was not known by whom: the do¢tors 


ordered the corpfe to be taken up by 
6 


fome 
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fome perfons, and carried to the grave. 
As foon as the bearers had raifed it on 
their fhoulders, they feemed feized with 
fome * fudden impulfe, and ran to and 
fro unable to ftop themfelves. At laft, 
after having patled through a number 
of thorns and prickly bufhes unhurt, 
the corpfe fell from them clofe to 
ahoufe, and defaced it in the fall; 


and, the owner being taken up, he 


immediately confefled the poifoning*. 


The 


* See alfo Leut. Matthew’s Voyage, p. 123. 

* Av inftance of this kind happened at Monttferrat 
in the Weft Indies in the year 1763. 1 then belonged 
to the Charming Sally, Capt. Doran.—The chief 
mate, Mr. Mansfield, and fome of the crew being one 
day on fhore, were prefent at the burying of a 
poifoned negro girl. ‘Though they had often heard 
‘of the circumfance of the running in -fuch cafes, 
‘and had even féen it, they imagined it to bea trick 
of the corpfe-bearers. ‘The mate therefore defired 
two of the failors to take up the coffin, and carry it 
to the grave. The failors, who were all of the 
fame opinion, readily obeyed ; but they had fcarcely 
raifed it to their fhoulders, before they began to 
run farioufly about, quite unable to direct them- 
C6 felves, 
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‘The natives are extremely cautious 
about poifon. When they buy any 
eatable the feller kiffes it all round 
before the buyer, to fhew him it is not 
poifoned; and the fame is done when 
any meat or drink is prefented, parti- 
cularly to a ftranger. We have fer- 
-pents of different kinds, fome of which 
are efteemed ominous when they ap- 
pear in our houfes, and thefe we never 
moleft. I remember two of thofe 
ominous fnakes, each of which was as 
thick as the calf of.a man’s leg, and in 
cclour refembling a dolphin in the 
water, crept at different times into my 


felves, till, at laft, without intention, they came to 
the hut of him who had poifoned the girl. The 
coffin then immediately fell from their fhoulders 
againft the hut, and damaged part of the wall. 
‘The owner of the hut was taken into cuftody on 
this, and confefled the poifoning.—I give this ftory 
as it was related by the mate and crew on their 
return tothe fhip. The credit which is due to it 
I leave with the reader, 
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mother’s night-houfe, where J always 
lay with her, and coiled themfelves 
into folds, and each time they crowed 
hke acock. I was defired by fome of 
our wife men to touch thefe, that I 
might be interefted in the good omens, 
which I did, for they were quite harm- 
lefs, and would tamely fuffer them- 


felves to be handled; and then they © 


were put into a large 6pen earthen 
pan, and fet on one fide of the high- 
way. Some of our fnakes, however, 
were poifonous : one of them croffed 
the road one day when I was ftanding 
on it, and paffed between my feet 
without offering to touch me, to the 
great furprife of many who faw it; and 
thefe incidents were accounted by the 
wife men, and therefore by my mother 
and the reft of the people, as remark- 
able omens in my favour. 

Such is the imperfect fketch my 
memory 
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memory has furnifhed me with of the 
i manners and cuftoms of a people among 
| whom I firft drew my breath. And 
here I cannot forbear fuggefting what 
| haslong ftruck me very forcibly, namely, 
! the ftrong analogy which even by this 
fketch, imperfect as it 1s, appears to 
prevail in the manners and cuftoms of 
my countrymen and thofe of the Jews, 
before they reached the Land of Promife, 
and particularly the patriarchs while 
they were yet in that paitoral {tate 
which is defcribed in Genefis—an ana- 
logy, which alone would induce me to 
think that the one people had fprung 
from the other. Indeed this is the 
opinion of Dr. Gill; “who, in Gis 
commentary on Genefis, very ably de- 
duces the pedigree of the Africans 
from Afer and Afra, the defcendants 
of Abraham by Keturah his wife and 


concubine (for both thefe titles are 
applied 
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applied to her). It is alfo conformable 
to the fentiments of Dr. John Clarke, 
formerly Dean of Sarum, in his Truth 
of the Chriftian Religion: both thefe 
authors concur in afcribing to us this 
original. The reafonings of thefe gen- 
tlemen are ftill further confirmed by 
the feripture chronology; and if any 
further corroboration were required, 
this. refemblance in fo many re{pects 
is a ftrong evidence in fupport of 
the opinion. Like the Ifraelites in 
their primitive ftate, our government 
was conducted by our chiefs or judges, 
our wife men and elders; and the head 
of a family with us enjoyed a fimilar 
authority over his houfehold with that 
which is afcribed to Abraham and the 
other patriarchs. The law of retalia- 
tion obtained almoft univerfally with us 
as with them: and even their religion 
appeared to have fhed upon us a,ray of 

HS 
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its glory, though broken and {pent in 
its paflage, or eclipfed by the cloud 
| with which time, tradition, and igno- 
| rance might have enveloped it; for 
| we had our circumcifion (a rule I 
| believe peculiar to that people :) ‘we 
had alfo our facrifices and burnt-offer- 
i, ings, our wafhings and purifications, 

i | on the fame occafions as they had. 
As to the difference of colour be- 
| tween the Eboan Africans and the mo- 
bell dern Jews, I fhall not prefume to ac- 
| ] count for it. It is a fubjeé&t which has 
engaged the pens of men of both 
| genius and learning, and is far above 
my ftrength. The moft able and Re- 
verend Mr. T. Clarkfon, however, in 
ne his much admired Effay on the Slavery 
in and Commerce of the Human Species, 
i has afcertained the caufe, in a manner 
that at once folves every objection on 
that account, and, on my mind at leaft, 
has 
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has produced the fulleft convi@ion. 1 
fhall therefore refer to that perform- 
ance for the theory *, contenting my- 
felf with extracting a fact as related 
by Dr. Mitchel +. «* The Spaniards, 


** who have inhabited America, under 


*“ the torrid zone, for any time, are 
“* become as dark coloured as our nas 
“* tive Indians of Virginia; of which 
“ L myfelf have been a witnefi’? "There 
is alfo another inftance + bof a Portuguefe 
fettlement at Mitomba, a river in Sierra 
Leona; where the inhabitants are bred 
from a mixture of the firft Portuguefe 
difcoverers with the natives, and are 
now become in their complexion, 
and in the woolly quality: of their 


sd Page 178 to 216. 

+ Philof. Tranf, N@ 476, Seé, Ay dea by Mr. 
Clarkfon, p. 205, 

t Same page, 
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hair, perfect negroes, retaining how 
ever a fmattering of the Portuguefe 
language. 

Thefe inftances, and a great many 
more which might be adduced, while 
they fhew how the complexions of the 
fame perfons vary in different climates, 
it ig hoped may tend alfo to remove 
the prejudice that fome conceive againit 
the natives of Africa on account of 
their colour. Surely the minds of the 
Spaniards did not change with their 
complexions! Are there not caufes 
enough to which the apparent infe- 
riority of an African may be afcribed, 
without limiting the gooduefs of God, 
‘and fuppofing he forbore to: {tamp un- 
derftanding on certainly his own image, 
becaufe “© carved in ebony.” Might 
it not naturally be afcribed to, their 
fituation? When they come among 
Europeans, they are ignorant of their 

language, 
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Janguage, religion, manners, and cuf- 
toms. Are any pains taken to teach 
them thefe? Are they treated as men? 
Does not flavery itfelf deprefs the 
mind, and extinguith all its fire and 
-every noble fentiment? But, above 
all, what advantages do not a refined 
people poflefs over thofe who are rude 
and uncultivated. Let. the polithed 
and haughty European recollect that 
his anceftors were once, like the Afri- 
‘cans, uncivilized, and even barbarous. 
Did Nature make them inferior to their 
fons? and fhould shey too have been 
made flaves? Every rational mind 
anfwers, No. Let fuch reflections as 


thefe melt the pride of their fuperiority 
into fympathy for the wants and mi- 
feries of their fable brethren, and com- 
pel them to acknowledge, that under- 
{tanding is not confined to feature or 
colour. If, when they look round the 

world, 
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world, they feel exultation, let it be 
tempered with benevolence to others, 
and gratitude to God, ‘* who hath 
“© made of one blood all nations of 
‘‘ men for to dwell on all the face of 
“ the earth *; and whofe wifdom is 
“not our wifdom, neither are our 
‘¢ ways his ways.” 
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CHAP, I. 


Lhe author's birth and parentage— His 
being kidnapped with bis fifterT heir 
eparation—Sur prife at meeting again— 
Are finally feparated—Account of the 
afferent places and incidents the author 
met with till bis arrival on the coaf— 
The effect the ficht of a flave Ship had 
on him—He fails for the Weft Indies — 
. Horrors of a flave foip—Arrives at 
Barbadoes, where the cargo is fold and 
difperfed. 


I nope the reader will not think 
I have tre{paffed on his patience in 
introducing myfelf to him with fome 
account of the manners and cuftoms 
of my country. They had been im- 
planted 
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planted in me with great care, and 
made an impreflion on my mind, 
which time could not erafe, and which 
all the adverfity and variety of fortune 
I have fince experienced ferved only 
to rivet and record ; for, whether the 
love of one’s country be real or imagi- 
nary, or a leflon of reafon, or an inftinct 
of nature, I full look back with plea- 
fare on the firft fcencs of my_ life, 
though that pleafure has been for the 
moft part mingled with forrow. 

I have already acquainted the reader 
with the time and place of my birth. 
My father, befides many flaves, had a 
numerous family, of which feven lived 
to grow up, including myfelf and a 
fifter, who was the only daughter. As 
I was the youngeft of the fons, I be- 
came, of courfe, the greateft favourite 


with my mother, and was always with 
her; and, fhe ufed to take particular 
pains 
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pains to form my mind. I was trained 
up from my earlieft years in the art of 
war; my daily exercife was fhooting and 
throwing javelins; and my mother 
adorned me with emblems, after the 
manner of our greateft warriors. In this 
way I grew up till I was turned the age 
of eleven, when an end was put to my 
happinefs in the following manner :— 

Generally when the grown people in the 
neighbourhood were gone far in the 
fields to labour, the children aflembled 
together in fome of the neighbours’ 
premifes to play; and commonly fome 
of us ufed to get up a tree to look out 
for any affailant, or kidnapper, that 
might come upon us; for they fome- 
times took thofe opportunities of our 
parents’ abfence to attack and carry off 
as many as they could feize. One day, 
as 1 was watching at the top of a tree 
in our yard, I faw one of thofe people 

: come 
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come into the yard of our next neigh- 
bour but one, to kidnap, there being 
many ftout young peoplein it. Immedi-_ 
ately on this I gave the alarm of the 
rogue, and he was furrounded by the 
ftouteft of them, who entangled him 
with cords, fo that hecould not efcape 
till fome of the grown people came 
and fecured him. But alas! ere long it 
was my fate to be thus attacked, and 
to be carried off, when none of the 
grown people were nigh. One day, 
when all our people were gone out to 
their works as ufual, and only I and 
my dear fifter were left to mind the 
houfe, two menand a woman got over 
our walls, and in a moment feized us 
both, and, without giving us time to cry 
out, or make refiftance, they ftopped- 
our mouths, and ran off with us into 
the neareft wood. Here they tied our 
hands, and continued to carry us as 
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far as they could, till night came on, 
when we reached a finall heufe, where 
the robbers halted for refrefhment, 
and {pent the night. Wewere then 
unbound, but were unable to take any 
food; and, being quite overpowered 
by fatigue and grief, our only relief 
was fome fleep, which allayed our 
misfortune for a fhort time. The next 
morning we left the houfe, and. con- 
tinued travelling all the day. For a_ 
long time we had kept the woods, but 
at laft we came into a read which I. 
believed I knew. I had now fome 
hopes of being delivered; for we had 
advanced but a little way before I dif- 
covered fome people at a diftance, on 
which I began to ery out for their af- 
fiftance: but my cries had no other 
effect than to make them tie me fafter 
and {top my mouth, and then they 
ut me into a large fack. They alfo 
Vou... D 
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{topped my fifter’s mouth, and tied 
her hands; and in this manner we 


proceeded till we were out of the fight | 


of thefe people. When we went to 
reft the following night they offered 
us fome victuals; but we refuied it; 


and the only comfort we had was in’ 


being in one another’s arms all that 
night, and bathing each other with our 
tears. But alas! we were foon de- 
prived of even the {mall comfort of 
weeping together, The next day 
proved a day of greater forrow than 7 
had yet experienced; for my fifter and 
{ were then feparated, while we lay 
clafped in each other’s arms. It was 
in vain that we befought them not te 
part us; fhe was torn from me, and 
immediately carried away, while I was 
left in a ftate of diftraction not to be 
detcribed. I cried and grieved con- 
4inually; and for feveral days I did not 
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berate ; 
eat any thing but what they forced 
into my mouth. At length, after 
many days travelling, during which I 
‘had often changed matters, I got into 
the hands of a chieftain, in a very 
pleafant country. This man had two 
wives and fome children, and they all 
ufed me extremely well, and did all 
they could to comfort me; particu- 
larly the firft wife, who was fomething © 
like my mother. Although I was a 
great many days journey from my 
father’s houfe, yet thefe people fpoke 
exactly the fame language with us. 
This firft mafter of mine, as I may 
call him, was a fmith, and my prin- 
cipal employment was working his 
bellows, which were the fame kind as 
I had feen in my vicinity. They were 
in fome refpects not unlike the ftoves 
here in gentlemen’s kitchens ; and were 
covered over with leather; and in the 
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middle of that leather a ftick was 
fixed, and a perfon ftood up, and — 
worked it, in the fame manner as is 
done to pump water out of a cafk with 
a hand pump., I believe it was gold 
he worked, for it was of a lovely 
bright yellow colour,’ and was worn 

by the women on their wrifts and 
ancles. I was there I fuppofe about a 
month, and they at laft ufed to truft 

me fome little diftance from the houfe. 
This liberty I ufed in embracing every 


opportunity to inquire the way to my 
own home: and I alfo fometimes, for the 
fame purpofe, went with the maidens, 
in the cool of the evenings, to bring 
pitchers of water from the fprings for 
the ufe of the houfe. I had alfo re- 
marked where the fun rofe in the morn- 
ing, and fet in the evening, as I had 
travelled along; and I had obferved 
that my father’s houfe was towards the 


rifing 
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rifing of the fun. I therefore deter- 
mined to feize the firft opportunity of 
making my efcape, and to fhape my 
courfe for that quarter; for I was quite 
oppreffed and weighed down by grief 
after my mother and friends; and 
my love of liberty, ever great, was 
firenethened by the mortifying cir- 
cumftance of not daring to eat with 
the free-born children, although I was 
moftly their companion. While I was 
projecting my efcape, one day an un- 
lucky event happened, which quite 
difconcerted my plan, and put an end 
to my hopes, I ufed to be fometimes 
employed in affifting an elderly woman 
flave to cook and take care of the 
poultry; and one morning, while I was 
feeding fome chickens, I happened to 
tofs a fmall pebble at one of them, 
which hit it on the middle and direct- 
Ty kitted it. The old flave, having 
D3 foon 
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foon after miffed the chicken, inquired 
after it; and on my relating the acci- 
dent (for I told her the truth, becaufe 
my mother would never fuffer me to 
rell_ a lie) fhe flew into a violent pai- 
fion, threatened that | fhould. fatter 
for it; and, my mafter being out, 
fhe immediately went and told her 
miftrefs what Lhad done. This alarm- 
ed me very much, and I expected. 
an inftant flogging, which to me was. 
uncommonly dreadful; for I had fel. 
dom been beaten at home. I therefore 
refolved to fly; and accordingly I ram 
into a thicket that was hard by, and 
hid myfelf in the bufhes. Soon af- 
terwards my miftrefs and the flave 
returned, and, not feeing me, they 
fearched all the houfe, but not finding 
me, and I not making anfwer when 
they called to me, they thought | 
had run away, and the whole neigh- 

bourhood 
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Bourhood was raifed in the purfuit of 
me. In that part of the country (as 
in ours) the houfes and villages were 
fkirted with woods, or fhrubberies, 
and the bufhes were fo thick that a 
man could readily conceal himfelf in 
them, fo as to elude the ftricteft fearch.. 
The neighbours continued the whole 
_day looking for me, and feveral times 
many of them came within a few yards. 
of the place where I lay hid. 1 then 
gave. myfelf up for loft entirely, and 
expected every moment, when I heard 
a ruftling among the trees, to be found 
eut, and punifhed by my mafter: but 
they never difcovered me, though they 
were often fo near that I even heard 
their conjectures as they were looking 
about forme; ard I now learned from 
them, that any attempt to return home 
would be hopelefs. Moft of them ~ 
fuppofed I had fled towards, home; 
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but the diftance was fo great, and the 
way fo intricate, that they thoughr I 
could never reach it, and that I fhould 
be loft in the woods. When I heard 


his I was feized with a violent panic, 


legs 


and abandoned myfelf to . defpair. 
a too began to approach, and ag- 
gravated all my fears. I had before 
enter me hopes of getting home, 
and I had determined when it fhould 
be dark to make the attempt; but I 
was now convinced it was fruitlefs, and 
I began to confider that, if poffibly 
I could efcape all other animals, I 
could not thofe of the human kind; 
and that, not knowing the way, I muft 
perifh in the woods. ‘Thus was I like 
the hunted deer : 


«¢ Evry leaf and ev’ry whifp’ring breath 
** Convey’d a foe, and ev’ry foe a death.” 


I heard frequent ruftlings among the 


leaves; and being pretty fure they were 
fnakes 


he bry 
“fakes I expected every inftant to be 
{tung by them. This increafed my 
anguifh, and the horror of my fitua- 
became now quite infupportable. I at 
length quitted the thicket, very faint 
and hungry, for I had not eaten or 
drank any thing all the day; and crept 
to my mafter’s kitchen, from whence 
I fet out at firft, and which was an open 
fhed, and laid myfelf down in the 
afhes with an anxious with for death to 
relieve me from all my pains. I was 
fearcely awake in the morning when 
the old woman flave, who was the firtt 
up, came to light the fire, and faw 
me in the fire place. She was very 
much furprifed to fee me, and could 
fcarcely believe her own eyes. She 
now promifed to intercede for me, and 
went for her mafter, who foon after 
came, and, having flightly reprimanded 
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me, ordered me to be taken care of, 
and not to be ill-treated. | 

Soon after this my mafter’s only 
daughter, and child by his firft wife, 
fickened and died, which affected him 
fo much that for fome time he was 
almoft frantic, and really would have 
killed himfelf, had he not been watch- 
ed and prevented. However, in a fmall 
time afterwards he recovered, and IL 
was. again fold. J was now carried to 
the left of the fun’s rifing, through 
many different countries, and a number 
of. large woods. The people I was 
fold to ufed to carry me very often, 
when I was tired, either on their fhoul- 


ders or on their backs. I faw many 


convenient well-built fheds along the 
roads, at proper diftances, to accom- 
modate the merchants and travellers, 
who lay in thofe buildings along with 

their 
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their wives, who often accompany 
them; and they always go weil 
armed. ‘ | 

From the time I left my own nation 
T always found fomebody that under- 
ftood me till I came to the fea coaift. 
The languages of different nations did 
not totally differ, nor were they fo co- 
pious as thofe of the Europeans, par- 
ticularly the Englifh, They were 
therefore eafily learned ; and, while I 
was journeying thus through Africa, 
E acquired two or three different 
tongues. In this manner I had been 
travelling for a confiderable time, 
when one evening, to my great fur- 
prife, whom fhould I fee brought to the 
houfe where I was but my dear fifter ! 
As foon as fhe faw me fhe gave a loud 
fhriek, and ran into my arms—I was 
quite overpowered : neither of us could 
{peak ; but, for a confiderable time, 
D 6 clung 
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clung to each other in mutual embraces, 
unable to do any thing but weep, Our 
meeting affected all who faw us; and 
indeed I muft acknowledge, in honour 
of thofe fable deftroyers of human 
rights, that I never met with any ill 
treatment, or faw any offered to their 
flaves, except tying them, when-ne- 
ceflary, to keep them from running 
away. When thefe people knew we 
were brother and fifter they indulged 
us together; and the man, to whom I 
fuppofed we belonged, lay with us, he 
in the middle, while fhe and I held ene 
another by the hands acrofs his breaft 
all night; and thus for a while we 
forgot our misfortunes in the joy of 
being togethers but even this {mall 
comfort was foon to have an end; for 
fcearcely had the fatal morning appear- 
ed, when fhe was again torn.from me 


for ever! J was now more miferable, 
if 
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if poffible, than. before. The {mali 
relief which her prefence gave me from 
pain was gone, and the wretchednefs 
of my fituation was redoubled by my 
anxiety after her fate, and my appre- 
henfions left her fufferings fhould be 
greater than mine, when I could not 
be with her to alleviate them. Yes, 
thou dear partner of all my childith 
fports! thou dharer of my joys and 
forrows! happy fhould [ have ever 
efteemed myfelf to encounter every 
mifery for you, and to procure your 
freedom by the facrifice of my own. 
Though you were early forced from 
my arms, your image has been always 
rivetted in my heart, from which neither 
time nor fortune have been able to re- 
move it; fo that, while the thoughts 
of your fufferings have damped my 
profperity, they have mingled with 
adverfity and increafed its bitternefs. 

Lo 
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To that Heaven which prote@s. the 
weak from the ftrong, I commit the 
care of your innocence and virtues, if 


they have not already received their: 


full reward, and if your youth and: 
delicacy have not long fince fallen vic- 
tims to the violence of the African 
trader, the peftilential ftench of a 
Guinea fhip, the feafoning in the Euro- 


pean colonies, or the lath and luft of 


a brutal and unrelenting overfeer. _ 

I did not long remain after my fifter. 
I was again fold, and carried through a 
number of places, till, after travelling 
a confiderable time, I came to a town 
called Tinmah, in the moft beautiful 
country I had yet feen in Africa. It was 


extremely rich, and there were many 


rivulets which flowed through it, and 
fupplied a large pond in the centre of 
the town, where the people wathed. 
Here I firft faw and tafted cocoa-nuts, 

which 
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which I thought fuperior to any nuts. I 
had ever tafted before; and the trees, 
which were loaded, were alfo interfperf- 
ed amongft the houfes, which had com- 
modious fhades adjoining, and were 
in the fame manner as ours, the infides 
being neatly plaftered and whitewafhed. 
Here I alfo faw and tafted for the firft 
time fugar-cane. Their money confifted 
of little white fhells, the fize of the fin- 
eer nail. I was fold here for one hundred 
and feventy-two of them by a merchant 
who lived and brought me there. I 
had been about two or three days at 
his houfe, when a wealthy widow, a 
neighbour of his, came there one even- 
ing, and brought with her an only 
fon, a young gentleman about my own 
age and fize. Here they faw me; and, 
having taken a fancy to me, I was 
bought of the merchant, and went 
home with them, Her houfe and 

premifes 
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premifes were fituated clofe to one of 
thofe rivulets I have mentioned, and 
were the fineft I ever faw in Africa: 
they were very extenfive, and fhe had 
a number of flaves to attend her. The 
next day I was wafhed and perfumed, 
and when meal-time came I was led 
into the prefence of my miftrefs, and 
ate and drank before her with her fon, 
This filled me with aftonifhment; and 
I could fcarce help expreffing my fur- 
prife that the young gentleman fhould 
fuffer me, who was bound, to eat with 
him who was free; and not only fo, 
but that He would not at any time either 
eat or drink till I had taken firft, be- 
caufe I was the eldeft, -which was 
agreeable to our cuftom. Indeed every 
thing here, and all their treatment of 


me, made me forget that I was a flave, 
The language of thefe people refem- 
bled ours fo nearly, that we underftood 

each 
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each other perfectly. They had alfo 
the very fame cuftoms as we. There 
were likewife flaves daily to attend us, 
while my young mafter and I with 
other boys fported with our darts and 
bows and arrows, as I had been ufed 
to do athome. In this refemblance 
to my former happy flate I pafied 
about two months; and I now began 
to think I was to be adopted into the 
family, and was beginning to be re- - 
reconciled to my fituation, and to for- - 
get by degrees my misfortunes, when 
_all at once the delufion vanithed ; for, 
without the leaft previous knowledge, 
one morning early, while my dear 
mafter and companion was {till afleep, 
I was wakened out of my reverie to 
_ frefh forrow, and hurried away even 
amongtt the uncircumcifed. 

Thus, at the very moment I dreamed 
of the greateft happinefs, I found my- 
felf 
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felf moft miferable; and it feemed'as if 
fortune wifhed to give me this tafte of. 
joy, only to render the reverfe more 
poignant. ‘I'he change I now expe-. 
rienced was as painful as.it was fudden. 
and unexpected. It was a change in-~ 
deed from a ftate of blifs to a feene 
which is inexpreffible by me, as it. 
difcovered to me an element I had 
never before beheld, and till then had. 
no idea of, and wherein fuch inftances; 
ef hardfhip and cruelty continually oc~ 
curred as I can never reflect on but 
with horror. 

All the nations and people I had 
hitherto, paffed through refembled our: 
own in their manners, cuftoms, and; 
language: but I came at length to 
a country, the inhabitants of which 
differed from us in all thofe particulars. 
I was very much ftruck with this dif- 
ference, efpecially when I came among: 
a people 
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“a people who did not circumcife, and 
ate without wafhing their hands. They 
_cooked alfo in iron pots, and had Euro- 
pean cutlaffes and crofs bows, which 
were unknown to us, and fought with 
their fifts amongft themfelves. Their 
women were not fo modeft as ours, 
for they ate, and drank, and: flept, 
with their men. But, above all, I was: 
amazed to fee no facrifices or offerings 
among them. In fome of thofe places 
the people ornamented themielves with 
{cars, and likewife filed. their teeth: 
very fharp. They wanted fometimes: 
to ornament me in the fame manner, 
but I would not fuffer them; hoping 


that I might fome time be among a 


people who did not thus disfigure them- 
felves, as I thought they did. At laft 
I came to the banks of: a large river, 
which was covered with canoes, in 
which the people appeared to live 
with 
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with their houfehold utenfils and pro- 
vifions of all. kinds. I was beyond 
meafure aftonithed at this, as I had 
never before feen any water larger than 
a pond. ora rivulet: and my furprife 
Was mingled with no fmall fear when 
I was put into one of thefe canoes, 
and we began to paddle and move 
along the river. We continued going 
on thus till night; and when we came 
to land, and made fires on the banks, 
each family by themfelves, fome dragged 
their canoes on fhore, others flayed and 
cooked in theirs, and laid in them all 
night. .Thofe on the land had mats, 
of which they made tents, fome in the 
fhape of little houfes: in thefe we flept; 
and after the morning meal we em- 
barked.again and proceeded as before. 
Twas often very much aftonifhed to 
fee fome of the women, as well as the 
men, jump into the water, dive to the 

bottom, 
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Dottom, come up again, and fwim 
about. Thus I continued to travel, 
fometimes by land, fometimes by water, 
through different countries-and various 
mations, till, at the end of fix or feven 
months after I had been kidnapped, 
I arrived at the fea coaft. It would 
be tedious and uninterefting to relate 
all the incidents which befell me dur- 
ing this journey, and which I have not 
yet forgotten; of the various hands J 
paffed through, and the manners and 
cuftoms of all the different people 
among whom I lived: I thall there- 
fore only obferve, that in all the places 
where I was the foil was exceedingly 
rich; the pomkins, eadas, plantains, 


yams, &c. &c. were in great abund- 


ance, and of incredible fize. There 
were alfo vaft quantities of different 
gums, though not ufed for any pur- 
pofe; and every where a great deal of 
tobacco. 


[yo 
¢obacco. The cotton even grew quite 
wild; and there was plenty of red-wood. 


1 faw no mechanics whatever in all 


the way, except fuch as I have men- 


tioned. The chief employment in all 
thefe countries was agriculture, and 
both the males and females, as with us, 
were brought up to it, and trained in 
the arts of war. 

The firft obje& which faluted my 
eyes when I arrived on the coaft was 
the fea, anda flave thip, which was 
then riding at anchor, and waiting for 
its cargo. Thefe filled me with afto- 
nifhment, which was foon converted 
into terror when I was carried on 
board. I was immediately handled and 
toffed up to fee if I were found by 
fome of the crew; and I was now per- 
fuaded that I had gotten into a world of 


bad fpirits, and that they were going 


co kill me. Their complexions too 


differing 
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‘differing fo much from ours, their long 
hair, and the language they fpoke, 
(which was very different from any I 
hhad ever heard) united to confirm me 
an this belief. Indeed fuch were the 
horrors of my views and fears at the 
moment, that, if ten thoufand worlds 
had been my own, I would have freely 
parted with them all to have exchanged 
my condition with that of the meaneft 
flave in my own country. When I look- 
“ed round the fhip too and faw a large 
furnace or copper boiling, and a mul- 
titude of black people of every defcrip- 
tion chained together, every one of 
their countenances exprefling dejection 
and forrow, I no longer doubted of 
my fate; and, quite overpowered with 
horror and anguifh, I fell motionlefs 
‘on the deck and fainted. When | 
recovered a little I found fome black 
“people about me, who I believed were 

fome 
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fome of thofe who brought me on 
board, and had been receiving their 
pay; they talked to me in order to 
cheer.me, but all in vain. I afked 
them if we were not to be eaten by 
thofe white men with horrible looks, 
red faces, and loofe hair. They told 
me Il was not; and one of the crew 
brought me a fmall .portion of {piritu- 
ous liquor in a wine glafs; but, being 
afraid of him, | would not take it out 
of his hand. One of the blacks there- 
fore took it from him and gave it to 
me, and I took a little down my palate, 
which, inftead of reviving me, as they 
thought it would, threw me into the 
greateft confternation at the ftrange 
feeling it produced, having never tafted 


any fuch liquor before. Soon after. 


this the blacks who brought me on 


board went off, and left me abandoned 
to defpair. » Inow faw myfelf deprived 
of 


tw 4 
of all chance of returning to my native 
country, or even the leaft glimpfe of 
hope of gaining the fhore, which Inow 
confidered as friendly; and I even 
wifhed for my former flavery In pre- 
ference to my prefent fituation, which 
was filled with horrors of every kind, 
{till heightened by my-ignorance of 
what I was to undergo. I was not 
long fuffered to indulge my grief; I 
was foon put down under the decks, 
and there I received fuch a falutation 
in my noftrils as I had never experi- 
enced in my life: fo that, with the 
loathfomenefs of the ftench, and crying 
together, I became fo fick and low 
that I was not able to eat, nor had J 
the leaft defire to tafte any thing. I 
now wifhed for the laft friend, death, 
to relieve me; but foon, to my grief, 
two of the white men offered me eat- 


ables; and, on my refufing to eat, 
Vonel. LD one 
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one of them held me faft by the hands, 
and laid me acrofs I think the windlafs, 
and tied my feet, while the other flogged 
me feverely. -I had never experienced 
any thing of this kind before; and al- 
though, not being ufed to the water, 
I naturally feared that element the firft 
time I faw it, yet neverthelefs, could I 
have got over the nettings, I would 
have jumped over the fide, but I could 
not; and, befides, the crew ufed to 
watch us very clofely who were not 
chained down to the decks, left we 
fhould leap into the water: and I have 
feen fome of thefe poor African pri- 
foners moft feverely cut for attempting 
to do fo, and hourly whipped for not 
eating. This indeed was often the cafe 
with myfelf. In a little time. after, 
amonegft the poor chained men, I found 


fome of my own nation, which in a 
{mall degree gave eafe to my mind. I 
inquired 
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inquired of thefe what was to be doac 
with us; they gave me to underftand 
we were to be carried to thefe white 
people’s country to work for them. I 
then was a little revived, and thought, 
if it were no worfe than working, my 
fituation was not fo defperate: but full 
I feared I fhould be put to death, the 
white people looked and aéted, as I 
thought, in fo favage a manner; for 
I had never feen among any people 
{uch inftances of brutal cruelty; and 
this not only {hewn towards us blacks, 
but alfo to fome of the whites them- 
felves. One white man in particular 
I faw, when we were permitted to be 
on deck, flogged fo unmercifully with 
a large rope near the foremaft, that he 
died in confequence of it; and they 
toffed him over the fide as they would 
have done a brute. This made me 
fear thefe people the more; and I ex- 
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pected nothing lefs than to be treated 
in the fame manner. I could not help 
exprefling my fears and apprehenfions 
to fome of my countrymen: I afked 
them if thefe people had no country, 


but lived in this hollow place (the. 


fhip): they told me they did not, but 
came from a diftant one. ‘ Then,’ faid 
I, how comes it in all our country we 
* never heard of them?’ They told me 
becaufe they lived fo very far off. Ithen 
afked where were their women? had 
they any like themfelves? I was told 
they had: ‘ and why,’ faid I, ‘ do we 


* not fee them ?’ they anfwered, becaufe’ 


they were left behind. I afked how 
the veffel could go? they told me they 
could not tell; but that there were 
cloths put upon the mafts by the help 
of the ropes I faw, and then the veffel 
went on; and the white men had fome 


fpell or magic they put in the water 
when 


ig 
when they liked in order to ftop the 
veffel. I was exceedingly amazed at 
this account, and really thought they 
were {pirits, I therefore wifhed much 
to be from amongft them, for.I ex- 
pected they would facrifice me: but 
my wifhes were vain; for we were fo 
quartered that it was impoflible for 
any of us to make our efcape. While 
we ftayed on the coaft I was moftly on 
deck ; and one day, to my great afto- 
nifhment, I faw one ‘of thefe veffels 
coming in with the fails up. As foon 
as the whites faw it, they gave a great 
fhout, at which we were amazed; and 
the more fo as the veffel appeared 
larger by approaching nearer. At laft 
fhe came to an anchor in my fight, 
and when the anchor was let go I and 
my countrymen who faw it were loft 
in aftonifhment to obferve the veffel 
{top ; and were now convinced it was. 
ia done. 
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done by magic. Soon after this the 
other fhip got her boats out, and 
they came on board of us, and the 
people of both fhips feemed very glad 
to fee each other. Several ‘of the 
ftrangers alfo fhook hands with us 
black people, and made motions with 
their hands, fignifying 1 fuppofe we 
were to go to their country; but we 
did not underftand them. At laft, 
when the fhip we were in had got in 
all her cargo, they made ready with 
many fearful noifes, and we were all 
put under deck, fo that we could not 
fee how they managed the veffel. But 
this difappointment was the leaft of 
my forrow. The ftench of the hold 
while we were on the coaft was fo in- 
tolerably loathfome, that it was dan- 


gerous to remain there for any time, 
and fome of us had been permitted to 
{tay on the deck for the freth air; ‘ but* 
now that the whole fhip’s cargo were 

confined 
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confined together, it became abfolutely 

peftilential. The clofenefs of the place, 

and the heat of the climate, added to 

the number in the fhip, which was fo 

crowded that each had fcarcely room 
to turn himfelf, almoft fuffocated us. 
This produced copious perfpirations, 

fo that the air foon became unfit for 
refpiration, from a variety of loath- 
fome fmells, and brought on a ficknefs 
among the flaves, of which many died, 
thus falling victims to the improvident 
avarice, as I may call it, of their pur- 
chafers. This wretched fituation was 
again ageravated by the galling of the 
chains, now become infupportable ; 
and the filth of the neceffary tubs, into 
which the children often fell, and were 
almoft fuffocated. The fhricks of the 
women, and the groans of the dying, 
rendered the whole a fcene of horror 
almoft inconceivable. Happily perhaps 
BE 4 for 
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for myfelf I was foon reduced fo. low 
here that it was thought neceflary to 
Keep me almoft always on deck; and 
from my extreme youth I was not put 
in fetters. In this fituation I expected 
every hour to fhare the fate of my 
companions, fome of whom were al- 
moft daily brought upon deck at the 
point of death, which I began to hope 
would foon put an end to my miferies, 
Often did I think many of the inhabi- 
tants of the deep much more happy 
than myfelf. I envied them the freedom 
they enjoyed, and as often withed I 
could change my condition for theirs. 
Every circumftance I met with ferved 
only to render my flate more painful, 
and heighten my apprehenfions, and 
my opinion of the cruelty of the whites. 
One day they had taken a number of 
fifhes ; and when they had killed and 
fatisfied. themfelves with as many as 


they 
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they thought fit, to our aftonifhment 
who were on the deck, rather than 
give any of them to us to eat as we 
expected, they toffed the remaining 
fifh into the fea again, although we 
begged and prayed for fome as well 
as we could, but in vain; and fome of 
my countrymen, being preffed by hun- 
ger, took an opportunity, when they 
thought no one faw them, of trying to 
eet alittle privately; but they were dif- 
covered, and the attempt procured them 
fome very fevere floggings. One day, 
when we had a fmooth fea and mode- 
rate wind, two of my wearied country- 
men who were chained together (I was 
near them at the time), preferring death 
to fuch a life of mifery, fomehow made 
through the nettings and jumped into 
the fea: immediately another quite de- 
jected fellow, who, on account of his 


illnefs, was fuffered to be out of irons, 
1 alfo 
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alfo followed their example; and I be- 
lieve many more would very foon have 
done the fame if they had not been pre- 
vented by the fhip’s crew, who were 
inftantly alarmed. Thofe of us that 
were the moft active were in a moment 
put down under the deck, and there 
was fuch a noife and confufion amongft 
the people of the fhip as I never heard 


before, to ftop her, and get the boat 


out to go after the flaves. However 
two of the wretches were drowned, but 
they got the other, and afterwards 
flogged him- unmercifully for thus at- 
tempting to prefer death to flavery.. 
In this manner we continued to under- 
go more hardfhips than I can now 
relate, hardfhips which are infeparable 
from this aceurfed trade. Many a 
time we were near fuffocation from the 
“want of frefh air, which we were often 

without for whole days together. This, 


and 


| 
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and the ftench of the neceflary tubs, 


carried off many. During our paflage 


f firft faw flying fithes, which furprifed 
me very much: they ufed frequently 


to fly acrofs the fhip, and many “of 


them fell on the deck. I alfo now 
firft faw the ufe of the quadrant ; I had 
often with aftonifhment feen the mari- 
ners make obfervations with it, and I 
could not think what it meant. They 
at laft took notice of my furprife; and 
one of them, willing to increafe it, as 
well as to eratify my curiofity, made me 
one day look through it. The clouds: 
appeared to me to be land, which dif- 
appeared as they paffed alone. This 
heightened my wonder; and I was now 
more perfuaded than ever that I was 
in another world, and that every thing 
about me was magic. At laft we came 


in fight of the iffand of Barbadoes, at 


which the whites on board gave a great 
E. 6. fhour, 
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fhout, and made many figns of joy to 
us. We did not know what to think 
of this; but as the veflel drew nearer we 
plainly faw the harbour, and other fhips 
of different kinds and fizes; and we foon 
anchored amongft them off Bridge 
Town. Many merchants and planters 
now came on board, though it was in 
the evening. They put us in feparate 
parcels, and examined us. attentively. 
They alfo made us jump, and pointed 
to the land, fignifying we were to go 
there. We thought by this we thould 
be eaten by thefe ugly men, as they ap- 
peared to us; and, when foon after 
we were all put down under the deck 
again, there was much dread and trem- 
bling among us, and nothing but bitter 
cries to be heard all the night from 
thefe apprehenfions, infomuch that at 


* 


laf{ the white people got fome old 
flaves from the land to pacify us. They 
| told 
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told us we were not to be eaten, but 
to work, and were foon to go on land, 
where we fhould fee many of our 
country people. This report eafed us 
much; and fure enough, foon after 
we were landed, there came to us 
Africans of all languages. We were 
conducted immediately to the mer- 
chant’s yard, where we were all pent 
up together like fo many fheep in a 
fold, without regard to fex orage. As 
every object was new to me every 
thing I faw filled me with furprife. 
What firuck me firft was that the houfes 
were built with ftories, and in every 
other refpect different from thofe in 
Africa: but I was {till more aftonifh- 
ed on feeing people on horfeback. I 
did not know what this could mean; 
and indeed I thought thefe people were 
full of nothing but magical arts. While 
_ Twas in this aftonifhment one of my! 
3 fellow 
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fellow prifoners {poke to a countrymam 
of his about the horfes, who faid they 
were the fame kind they had in their 
country. I underftood them, though 
they were from a diftant part of Africa, 
and I thought it odd I had not feen any 
horfes there; but afterwards, when I 
came to converfe with different Afri- 
cans, 1 found they had many horfes 
amongft them, and much larger than 
thofe | then faw. We were not many 
days in the merchant’s cuftody before 
we were fold after their ufual manner, 
which is this:—On a fignal given, (as 
the beat of a drum) the buyers rufly 
at once into. the yard where the flaves: 
are confined, and make choice of that 
parcel they like beft. The noife and 
elamour with which this is attended, 
and the eagernefs vifible in the coun- 


tenances.of the buyers, ferve not a little 
to increafe the apprehenfions of the. 
terrified. 
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terrified Africans, who may well be 
fuppofed to confider them as the mini- 
{ters of that deftruction to which they 
think themfelves devoted. In this 
manner, without fcruple, are relations 
and friends feparated, moft of them 
never to fee each other again. I re- 
member in the veffel in which I was 
brought over, in the men’s apartment, 
there were feveral brothers, who, in the 
fale, were fold in different lots; and it 
was very moving on this occafion to 
fee and hear their cries at parting. O, 
ye nominal Chriftians! might not an 
African afk you, learned -you. this 
from your God, who fays unto you, 
Do unto all men as you would men 
fhould do unto you? Is it not enough 
that we are torn from our country and 
friends to toil for your luxury and luftt 
of gain? Muft every tender feeling be 
likewife facrificed to your avarice? 

: Are 
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Are the deareft friends and relations, 


now rendered more dear by their fepa- 


ration from their kindred, ftill to be 
parted from each other, and thus pre- 
vented from cheering the gloom of 


flavery with the {mall comfort of being: 
together and mingling their fufferings: 


and:forrows? Why are parents to lofe 
their children, brothers their fifters,. 
or hufbands their wives ? Surely this 1s’ 
a new refinement in cruelty, which, 
while it has no advantage to atone for 
it, thus aggravates diftrefs, and adds 
frefh horrors even to the wretchednets 
of flavery. 
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The author is carried to Virginia—His dif- 
2 trefi—Surprife at feeing a pitlure ana 
a watch—Is bought by Captain Pafcal, 
and fets out for Eugland—His terror 
during the voyage—Arrives it England 
—His wonder at a fall of fnow—ls 
feat to Guernfey, and in, fome time goes 
02 board a foip of war with his mafter 
—Some account of the expedition againfe 
Louifbourg under the command of Admi- 
ral Bofcawen, in 1758. | 


I now totally loft the {mall remains 
of comfort I had enjoyed in con- 
verfing with my countrymen; the wo- 
men too, who ufed to wafh and take 
fr care of me, were all gone different 
WaySg 
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ways, and I never faw one of them 
afterwards. 
I ftayed in this ifland for a few days ; 
I believe it.could not be above a fort- 
night; when I and fome few more 
flaves, that were not faleable amonegtt 
the reft, from very much fretting, 
were fhipped off in a floop for North 
America. On the pafflage we were 
better treated than when we were com- 
ing from Africa, and we had plenty of 
rice and fat pork. We were landed 
up ariver a good way from the fea, 
about Virginia county, where, we faw 
few or none of our native Africans, 
and not one foul who could talk to me. 
I was a few weeks weeding grafs, and 
cathering ftones in a plantation ; and 
at laft all my companions were diftri- 
buted different ways, and only myfelf 
was left. I was now exceedingly mi- 
ferable, and thought myfelf worfe off 
than. 
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than any of the reft of my companions 3 
for they could talk to each other, but 
J had no perfon to fpeak to that I could 
underftand. In this ftate Iwas conftantly 
grieving and pining, and wifhing for 
death ‘rather than any thing elfe. 
While I was in this plantation the 
gentleman, to whom I fuppofe the eftate 
belonged, being unwell, I was one day 
fent for to his dwelling houfe to fan 
him; when ] came into the room where 
he was I was very much affrighted at 
fome things I faw, and the more fo 
as I had feen a black woman flave as I’ 
came through the houfe, who was 
cooking the dinner, and the poor crea- 
ture was cruelly loaded with various’ 
kinds: of iron machines; fhe had one 
particularly on her head, which locked 
her mouth fo faft that fhe could fearcely - 
{peak ; and could not eat nor drink. 
T was much aftonifhed and fhoecked at: 
Bes this 
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this contrivance, which I afterwards 
learned was called the iron muazle. 
Soon after I had a fan put into my 
hand, to fan the gentleman while he 
flept; and fo I did indeed with great 
fear. While he was faft afleep 1 in- 
dulged myfelf a great deal in looking 
about the room, which to me appeared 
very fine and curious. ‘The firit object 
that engaged my attention was a watch 
which hung on the chimney, and was. 
going. I was quite. furprifed: at the 
noife it made, and was afraid it would 
tell the gentleman any thing I might do 
amifs: and when I immediately after 
obferved a picture hanging inthe room, 
which appeared conftantly to look at 
me, I was ftill more affrighted, haying. 
never feen fuch things as. thefe before. 
At one time I thought it was fomething 
relative to magic; and not feeing it 
move J thought it might be fome way 

the 
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the whites had to keep their great men 
when they died, and offer them liba- 
tion as we ufed to do to our friendly 
fpirits. In this flate of anxiety I re- 
mained tll my mafter awoke, when I 
was difmiffed out of the room, to my 
no {mall fatisfaction and relief; for I 
thought that thefe people were all made 
up of wonders. In this place I was 
called Jacob; but on board the African 
fnow I was called Michael. I had been 
fome time in this miferable, forlorn, and 
much dejected fate, without having any 
one to talk to, which made my life a 
burden, when the kind and unknown 
hand of the Creator (who in very deed 
leads the blind in a way they know not) 
now began to appear, to my comfort; 
for one day the captain of a merchant 
| thip, called the Induftrious Bee, came 
on fome bufinefs to my mafter’s houfe. 
_ This gentleman, whefe name was Mi- 
chael 
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chael Henry Pafcal, was a lieutenant 
inthe royal navy, but now commanded 
this trading fhip, which was fome- 


where in the confines of the county 


many miles off. While he was at my 
mafter’s houfe it happened that he faw 
me, and liked me fo well that he made 
a purchafe of me. I think | have 
often heard him fay he gave thirty or 
forty pounds fterling for me; but I do 
not now remember which. However, he 
meant me for a prefent to fome of his 
friends in es and 1 was fent 
accordingly from the houfe of my then 
mafter, one Mr. Campbell, to: the 
place where the fhip lay; I was con- 
du&ed on horfeback by an elderly 
black man, (a mode of travelling 
which appeared very odd to me). 


W hen I arrived I was carried on board : 
a fine large fhip, loaded with tobacco, 
&c. and juft ready to fail for Rogineal ‘i 

now 


_ 


f 


Ls 7 

I now thought my condition much 
mended; I had fails to lie on, and 
plenty of good viGtuals to eat; and 
every, body on board ufed me very 
kindly, quite contrary to what I had 
feen of any white people before; I 
therefore began to think that they were 
not all of the fame difpofition. A few 
days after I was on board we failed 
for England. I was ftill at a lofs to 
‘conjecture my deftiny. By this time, 
however, I could fmatter a little im- 
perfect Englifh; and I wanted to 
know as well as I could where we 
were going. Some of the people of 
the {hip ufed to tell me they were go- 
ing to carry me back to my own coun- 
try, and this made me very happy. I 
«was quite rejoiced at the found of going 
back; and thought if I fhould get 


_ home what wonders I fhould have to 


tell. But I was referved for, another 
| fate, 
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fate, and was foon cundeceived when 
we came within fight of the Englifh 
coat. While I was on board this fhip, 
my captain and mafter named me_ 
Guftavus Vafa. Vat that time began to 
underftand him a little, and refufed te 
be called fo, and told him as well as | 
could that I would be called Jacob ; 
but he faid I fhould not, and full 
called me Guftavus 5 and when I re- 
fafed to anfwer to my new mame, 
which at firft I did, it gained me many 
a cuff; fo at length I fubmitted, and 
was obliged to bear the prefent name, 
by which I have been known ever 
fince.. The fhip had a very long pat- 
fage $ and on that account we had very 
fhort allowance of provifions. Towards 
the laft we had only one pound and a 
half of bread per week, and about the 
fame quantity of meat, and one quart 
of water a-day. We fpoke with only 
one veflel the whole time we were 


7 at 


> 


Biia:g ee 


st fea, and but once we caught a few 


 fifhes. In our extremities the captain 


and people told me in jeft they would 
kill and eat me; but I thought them. 
in earneft, and was deprefled beyond 
meafure, expecting every moment to 
be my laft. While I was in this fitu- 
ation one evening they caught, with 
a good deal of trouble, a large fhark, 
and got it on board. This glad- 
dened my poor heart exceedingly, as I 
thought it would ferve the people to 
eat inftead of their eating me; but 
very foon, to my aftonifhment, they 
cut off a fmall part of the tail, and 
tofled the reft over the fide. This 
reiewed my confternation; and I did 
not know what to think of thefe white 
people, though I very much feared 
they would kill and eat me. There 


_ was on board the fhip a young lad who 


had never been at fea before, about 
“Vou. I. F four. 
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four or five years older than myfelfs 
his name was Richard Baker. He was 
a native of America, had received an ex- 
cellent education, and. was of a moft 
amiable temper. Soon after I went on 
board he fhewed me a great .deal of 
. partiality and attention, and in return 
[.erew extremely fond of him. We 
at length became infeparable; and, 
for the fpace of two years, he was of 
very great ufe to me, and was my 
conflant companion and inftructor. 
Although this dear youth had many 
flaves of his ewn, yet he and I have 
gone through many fufferings together 
on fhipboard ; and we have many 


nights lain in each other’s bofoms when 
we were in great diftrefs. Thus fuch 
a friendfhip was cemented between us 
as we cherifhed till his death, which, 
to my very great forrow, happened in 
the year 1759, when he was up the 

Archipelago, 
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Archipelago, on board his miajefty’s 
fhip the Prefton: an event which I 
have never ceafed to regret, as I loft 
at once akind interpreter, an agreeable 
companion, and a faithful friend; 
who, at the age of fifteen, difcovered 
a mind fuperior to prejudice; and who 
was not afhamed to notice, to affociate 
with, and to be the friend and inftructor 
of one who was ignorant, a ftranger, of 
a different complexion, and a flave! 
My mafter had lodged in his mother’s 
houfe in America: he refpected him 
very much, and made him always eat 
with himin the cabin. He ufed often 
to tell him jocularly that he would 
kill me to eat. Sometimes he would 
fay to me—the black people were not 
good to eat, and would afk me if we 
did not eat people in my country. I 
faid, No: then he faid he would kill 
Dick (as he always called him) firft, 

ee and 


fF wo 4 


_ 

and afterwards me. ‘Though this hear- 
“ing relieved my mind little as to my- 
felf, I. was. alarmed: for Dick and 
whenever he was called I ufed to be 
very much afraid he was to be killed ; 
and I would peep and watch to fee if 
they were going to kill him: nor was I 
free from this confternation till we 
made the land. One night we loft a 
man overboard; and the cries and 
noife were fo great and confufed, in 
{topping the fhip, that I, who did not 
know what was the matter, began, as 
ufual, to be very much afraid, and to 
think they were going to make an of- 
fering with me, and perform fome 
magic; which I itill believed they dealt 
in. As the waves were very high I 
thought the Ruler of the feas was an- 
ory, and I expected to be offered up to 
appeafe him. This filled my mind 
with agony, and I could not any more 

that 
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that night clofe my eyes again to reff. 
However, when’ daylight appeared 
I was a little eafed in my mind; but 
ftill every time I was called I ufed to 
think it was to be killed. Some time 
after this we faw fome very large fifh, 
which | afterwards found were called 
erampufies, They looked to me ex- 
tremely terrible, and made their ap- 
pearance juft at dufk; and were fo 
near as to blow the water on the fhip’s 
deck. _ 1 believed them to be the 
rulers of the fea; and, as the white 
people did not make any offerings at 
any time, I thought they were angry 
with them: and, at laft, what con- 
firmed my belief was, the wind juft 
then died away, and acalm enfued, and 
in confequence of it the fhip ftopped 
going. I fuppofed that the fith had per- 
formed this, and I hid myfelf in the 
fore part of the fhip, through fear of be- 
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ing offered up to appeafe them, every 
minute peeping and quaking: but my 
good friend Dick came fhortly towards 
me, and | took an opportunity to afk 
him, as weil as I could, what thefe 
fith were. Not being able to talk 
much Englifh, I could bur juft make 
him -underftand my queftion; and not 
at all, when I afked him if any offer- 
ings were to be made to them: how- 
ever, he told me thefe fith would 
{wallow any body; which fufficiently 
alarmed me. Here he was called away 
by the captain, who was leaning over 
the quarter-deck railing and looking 
at the fith; and moft of the people 


were bufied in getting a barrel of pitch . 


to light, for them to play with. The 


captain new called me to him, having 
learned fome of my apprehenfions from 
Dick; and having diverted himfelf and 
others for fome time with my fears, 

which 
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which appeared’ ludicrous enough in 
my crying and trembling, he difmiffed 
me. The barrel of pitch was now 
lighted and put over the fide into the 
water: by this-time it was juft dark,, 
and the fifh went afterit;.and, to my 
ereat joy, I faw them no more. 
However, all my alarms began to 
fubfide when we got fight of land; and 
at laft the fhip arrived at Falmouth, aft 
ter a paflage of thirteen weeks. Every 
heart on board feemed gladdened on 
our reaching the fhore, and none more 
than mine. The captain immediately 
went on fhore, and fent on board fome 
frefh-provifions, which-we wanted very 
much : we made good ufe of them, and 
our famine was foon turned into featft- 
ing, almoft without ending. It was 
about the beginning of the {pring 
1757 when J arrived in England,. and 
1. was near twelve years of age at that 
B4 time. 
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time. I was very much ftruck with 
the buildings and the pavement of the 
{treets in Falmouth; and, indeed, any 
object I faw filled me with new fur- 
prite. One morning, when I got upon 
deck, I faw it covered all over with the 
{now that fell over-night: as I had 
never {eén any thing of the kind before, 
[ thought it was falt; fo I immediately 
ran down to the mate and defired him, 
as well asi could, ta come and fee 
how fomebody in the night had thrown 
falt all over the deck. He, knowing 
what it was, defired me to bring fome 
of it down to him: accordingly I took 
up a handful of it, which I found very 
cold indeed ; and when I brought it to 
him he defired me to tafte it. I did 
fo, and I was furprifed beyond mea- 
fure. I then afked him what it was; 
he told me it was fnow: but I could 


not in anywife underftand him. He 
afked 
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-afked me if we had no fuch thing in 
my country; and I told him, No. 
I then afked him the ufe of it, and 
who made it; he told mea great man 
in the heavens, called God: but here 
again I was to all intents and purpofes 
at a lofs to underftand him; and the 
more fo, when a little after I faw the 
air filled with it, in a heavy fhower, 
which fell down on the’ fame day. 

After this I went to church; and 
having never been at fuch a place 
before, I was again amazed at feeing 
and hearing the fervice. IL afked alli 
could about it; and they gave me to 
underfland it was worfhipping, God, 
who made wus and all things. I was 
ftill at a great lofs, and foon got into an 
endlefs field of inquiries, as well.as L 
was able tofpeak and afk about things. 
However, my little friend Dick ufed to 
Eyal? be 
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be my beft interpreter; for I could 
make free with him, and he always in- 
ftruéted me with pleafure: and from 
what I could underftand by him of this 
God, and in feeing thefe white people 
did not fell one another, as we did, I 


was much pleafed ; and in this I thought 
they were much happier than we Afri- 
cans. I was aftonifhed at the wifdom 
of the white people in all things I faw ; 
but was amazed at their not facrificing, 
or making any offerings, and eating 
with unwafhed hands, and touching the 
dead, I likewife could not help re- 
marking the particular flendernefs of 
their women, which I did not at firft 
like; and I thought they were not fo © 
modeft and fhamefaced as the African 
women. 

i had often feen my mafter and Dick 
aned-1 had =a 
great curiofity to talk to the books, as 


7 I thought 


employed in reading ; 
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T thought they did; and fo to learn 
how all things had a beginning : for 
that purpofe I have often taken up a 
book, and have talked to it, and then 
put my ears to it, when alone, in hopes 
it would an{wer me; and I have been 
very much concerned when | found it 
remained filent. : 
My mafter lodged at the houfe of a 
eentleman in Falmouth, who had a fine 
little daughter about fix or feven years 
of age, and fhe grew prodigioufly fond 
of me; infomuch that we ufed to 
eat together, and had fervants to wait 
on us. J was fo much careffed by this 
family that it often reminded me of 
the treatment I had received from my 
little noble African mafter. After I 
had been here a few days, I was fent on 
board of the fhip; but the child cried 
fo much after me that nothing could 
pacify her till 1 was fent for again. 
| F 6 te 
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It is ludicrous enough, that I began 
to fear I fhould be betrothed to this 
young lady; and when my mafter 
afked me if I would ftay there with her 
behind him, as he was going away 
with the fhip, which had taken in the 
tobacco again, I cried immediately, 
and faid I would not leave her. At 
laft, by ftealth, one night I was fent on 
board the fhip again; and in a little 
time we failed for Guernfey, where fhe 
| was in part owned by a merchant, one 
Nicholas Doberry. As I was now 
amongft a people who had not their 
faces fcarred, like fome of the African 
nations where I had been, I was-very 
glad I did not let them ornament me 
in that manner when J was with them. 
When we arrived at Guernfey, my 
matter placed me to board and lodge 
with one of his mates, who had a wife 
and family there; and fome months after- 
wards 
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wards he went to England, and left me 
in care of this mate, together with my 
friend Dick: This mate had a little 
« daughter, aged about five or fix years, 
with whom I ufed to be much de- 

lighted. I had often obferved that 

when her mother wafhed her face it 

looked very rofy ; but when fhe wafhed 

mine it did not look fo: I therefore 

tried oftentimes myfelf if I could not by 
wafhing make my face of the fame co- 

lour as my little play-mate( Mary), but 

it was all in vain; and I now began to be 

mortified at the difference in our com- 

plexions. This woman behaved to me 

with great kindnefs and attention ; and 

taught me every thing in the fame 

manner as fhe did her own child, and 

indeed in every refpect treated me as 

fuch. I remained here till the fum- 

mer of the year 1757; when my 

mafter, being appointed firft leu- 

| tenant 
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tenant of his majefty’s. fhip the Roe-- 
buck, fent for Dick and me, and. 


his old mate: on this we all left 


Guernfey, and fet out for England: 


ina floop bound for London. As we 


were coming up towards the Nore, 


where the Roebuck lay, a man of war’s 


boat, came alonegfide to prefs our peo-: 
ple; on which each man ran to hide 
himfelf. I was very much frightened. 


at this, though I did not know what it 
meant, or what tothink or do. How- 
ever I went and hid myfelf alfo under a 
-hencoop. Immediately afterwards the 
prefs-gang came on board with their 
{words drawn, and fearched all about, 
pulled the people out by force, and put 
them intothe boat. At laft I was found 
out alfo: the man that found me held 
me up by the heels while they all made 
their fport of me, I roaring and crying 
out all the time moft luftily: but at 

laft 
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laft the mate, who was my conductor, 
fecing this, came to my afliftance, and 
did all he could to pacify me; but all 
to very little purpofe, till I had feen the 
boat go off. Soon afterwards we came 
‘to the Nore, where the Roebuck lay; 
and, to our great joy, my mafter came 
on board to us, and brought us to the 
fhip. When I went on board this 
large fhip, 1 was amazed indeed to fee 
the quantity of men and the guns. 
However my furprife began to diminifh 
as my knowledge increafed; and I 
ceafed to feel thofe apprehenfions and 
alarms which had taken fuch ftrong 
poffeffion of me when I firft came 
among the Europeans, and for fome 
time after. I began now to pafs to an op- 
pofite extreme ; I was fo far from being 
afraid of any thing new which I faw, 
that, after | had been fome time in this 


fhip, I even began to long for a battle. 
My 
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My griefs too, which in young minds’ 
are not perpetual, were now wearing” 
away; and I foon enjoyed myfelf pretty 
well, and felt tolerably eafy in my pre- 
fent fituation. There was.a number 
of boys on board, which ftill made it 
more agreeable;- for we were always 
together, and a great part of our time 
was {pent in play. I remained in this: 
fhip a confiderable time, during which: 
we made feveral cruifes, and vifited a 
variety of places: among others we 
were twice in Holland, and brought 
over feveral perfons of diflinction from 
it, whofe names | do not now remem- 
ber. On the paflage, one day, for the 
diverfion of thofe gentlemen, all the 
boys were called on the quarter-deck,. 
and were paired proportionably, and 
then made to fight; after which the 


gentleman gave the combatants from 
five to nine fhillings each. This was 
the 
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the firft time I ever fought with a white 
boy; and I never knew what it was to 
have a bloody nofe before. ‘This made 
me fight moft defperately ; I fuppofe 
confiderably more than an hour: and 
at laft, both of us being weary, we 
were parted. Ihad a great deal of this 
kind of fport afterwards, in which the 
captain and the fhip’s company ufed 
very much to encourage me. Some- 
time afterwards the fhip went to Leith in 
Scotland, and from thence to the Ork- 
neys, where I was furprifed in feeing 
fearcely any night : and from thence we 
failed with a great fleet, full of foldiers, 
for England. All this time we had 
never come to an engagement, though 
we were frequently cruifing off the 
coaft of France: during which we 
chafed many veflels, and took in all 
feventeen prizes. I had been learning 
many of the manceuvres. of the fhip 


during 
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during our cruife;. and I was feveral 
times made to fire the guns. One even- 
ing, off Havre de Grace, juft as it 
was growing dark, we were ftanding 
off fhore, and met with a fine large- 
French-built frigate. We got all things 
immediately ready for fighting; and I 
now expected I fhould be gratified in. 
feeing an engagement, which I had fo: 
long wifhed for in vain. But the very 
moment the word of command was 
given to fire we heard thofe on board 
the other fhip cry ‘ Haul down the jib ;’ 
and in that inflant fhe hoifted Enelith. 
colours. There was inftantly with us an- 
amazing cry of —Avaft! or ftop firing ;. 
and I think one or two guns had been. 
let off, but happily they did no mif- 
chief. We had hailed them. feveral 
times; but they not hearing, we re- 
ceived no. anfwer, which was the caufe- 
of our firing.. The boat was then fent. 
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en board of her, and fhe proved to be 
the Ambufcade man of war, to my no 
{mall difappointment. We returned to 
Portfmouth, without having been in 
any action, juft at the trial of Admiral 
Byng (whom I faw feveral times dur- 
ing it): and my mafter having left the 
fhip, and gone to London for promo- 
tion, Dick and I were put on board the 
Savage floop of war, and we went in 
her to affift in bringing off the St. 
George man of war, that had ran afhore 
fomewhere on the coaft. After flaying 
a few weeks on board the Savage, Dick 
and I were fent on fhore at Deal, where 
we remained fome fhort time, till my 
mafter fent for us to London, the place 
I had long defired exceedingly to fee. 
We therefore both with great pleafure 
sot into a waggon, and came to Lon- 
don, where we were received by a Mr. 
Guerin, a relation of my mafter. This 
gentleman 
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gentleman had two fitters, very ami- 
able ladies, who took much notice and 
great care of me, Though] had des 
fired fo much to fee London, when f 
arrived in it I was unfortunately unable 
to gratify my curiofity; for I had at 
this time the chilblains to fuch a de- 
gree that I could not ftand for feveral 
months, and I was obliged to be fent 
to St. George’s Hofpital. There I 
grew fo ill, that the doctors wanted to 
cut my left leg off at different times, 
apprehending a mortification; but Ef 
always faid I would rather die than fuf- 
fer it; and happily (1 thank God) } 
recovered without the operation. After 
being there feveral weeks, and juft as I 
had recovered, the {mall-pox broke out 
on me, fo that I was again confined; 
and I thought myfelf now particularly 
unfortunate. However I foon reco- 
vered again; and by this time my 

matter 
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matter having been promoted to be firft 
lieutenant of the Prefton man of war 
of fifty guns, then new at Deptford, 
Dick and I were fent on board her, 
and foon after we went to Holland to 
bring over the late Duke of 
to England.—While [I was in this fhip 
an incident happened, which, though 
trifling, I beg leave to relate, as I could 
not help taking particular notice of it, 
and confidering it then asa judgment of 
God. One morning a young man was 
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looking up to the fore-top, and in a 
wicked tone, common on fhipboard, 
d—d his eyes about fomething. Juft 
at the moment fome fmall particles 
of dirt fell into his left eye, and by 
the evening it was very much inflamed. 
The next day it grew worfe; and within 
fix or feven days he loft it. From 
this fhip my mafter was appointed a 
lieutenant on board the Royal George. 

When 
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When he was going he wifhed me to 
ftay on board the Prefton, to learn the 
French horn; but the fhip being or= 
dered for Turkey I could not think of 
leaving my mafter, to whom I was — 
very warmly attached ; and I told him 
af he left me behind it would break 
my heart. This prevailed on him to 
take me with him; but he left Dick on 
board the Prefton, whom I embraced 
at parting for the lafttime. ‘The Royal 
George was the largeft fhip I had ever 
feen; fo that when I catne on board of 
her I was furprifed at the number of 
people,.men, women, and children, of 
every denomination ; and the largenefs 
of the guns, many of them alfo of brafs, 
which I had never feen before. Here 
were alfo fhops or ftalls of every kind 
of goods, and people crying their dif- 
ferent commodities about the fhip as in 
a town. To me it appeared a little 
world, 
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world, into which I was again caft with- 
out a friend, for I had no longer my 
‘dear companion Dick. We did not 
flay long ‘here. My mafter was not 
‘many weeks on board before he got an 
‘appointment to be fixth lieutenant of 
‘the Namur, which was then at Spit- 
head, fitting up-for Vice-admiral Bofca= 
wen, who was going with a large fleet 
‘on an expedition againft Louifburgh. 
The crew of the Royal George were 
‘turned over to her, and the flag ot 
that gallant admiral was hoifted on | 
‘Doard, the blue at the maintop-gallant ah 
maft head. ‘There was a very great 
fleet of men of war of every defcrip- 
‘tion affembled together for this expe- 
‘dition, and I was in hopes foon to have 

an opportunity of being gratified with 
a fea-fight. All things being now in 
readinefs, this mighty fleet (for there 
‘was alfo Admiral Cornifh’s fleet in com- 


pany, 
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pany, deftined for the Eaft Indies) at 
laft weighed anchor, and failed. The 


two fleets continued in company for 


feveral days, and then parted; Admiral 


Cornifh, in the Lenox, having firft fa- 
luted our admiral in the Namur, which 
he returned. We then fteered for 
America; but, by contrary winds, we 
were driven to Teneriffe, where I was 
ftruck with its noted peak. Its prodi- 
gious height, and its form, refembling 
a fugar-loaf, filled me with wonder. 


We remained in fight of this ifland | 


fome days, and then proceeded for 
America, which we foon made, and 
got into a very commodious harbour 
called St. George, in Halifax, where 
we had fifh in great plenty, and all 
other frefh provifions. We were here 
joined by different men of war and 
tranfport fhips with foldiers; after 
which, our fleet being increafed toa 

prodigious 
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prodigious number of fhips of all 
kinds, we failed for Cape Breton in 
Nova Scotia. We had the good and 
gallant General Wolfe on board our 
fhip, whofe affability made him highly 
efteemed and beloved by all the men. 
He often honoured me, as well as other 
boys, with marks of his notice; and 
faved me ence a flogging for fighting - 
with a young gentleman. We arrived. 
at Cape Breton in the fummer of 1758: 
and here the-foldiers were to be landed, 
in order to make an attack upon Louif- 
bourgh. My mafter had fome part in fu- 
perintending the landing; and here I was 
in a fmall meafure gratified in feeing an 
encounter between our men and the ene- 
my. The French were pofted on the fhore 
to receive us, and difputed our land- 
ing fora long time; but at laft they 
were driven from their trenches, and 
a complete landing was effected. Our 
Vou, d. G troops 
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troops purfued them as far as the town 
of Louifbourgh. In this action many 
were killed on both fides. One thing | 
remarkable I faw this day:—A leute-_ 

nant of the Princefs Amelia, who, as well 

as my matter, fuperintended the landing, 

was giving the word of command, and 

while his mouth was open a mufquet. 
ball went through it, and paffed out at 

his cheek. I had that day in my hand _ 
the fcalp of an indian king, who was 

killed in the engagement: the fcalp 

had been taken off by an Highlander. 

I faw this king’s ornaments too, which 

were very curious, and made of fea- 

thers. 

Our land forces laid fiege to the town 
of Louifbourgh, while the French men 
of war were blocked up in the harbour 
by the fleet, the batteries at the fame 
rime playing upon them from the land. 
‘This they did with fuch effect, that one 
' day 
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day I faw fomeof the fhips fet on fire 
by the fhells from the batteries, and I 
believe two or three of them were quite 
burnt. At another time, abeut fifty 
boats belonging to the Englith men of 
war, commanded by Captain George 
Balfour of the A®tna fire-fhip, and an- 
other junior captain, Laforey, attacked 
and boarded the only two remaining 
French men of war in the harbour. They 
alfo fet fire to a feventy-gun fhip, but a 
fixty-four, called the Bienfaifant, they 
brought off. During my ftay here I had 
often an opportunity of being near Cap- 
tain Balfour, who was pleafed to notice 
me, and liked me fo much that he 
often afked my mafter to let him 
have me, but he would not part with 
me; and no confideration could have 
induced me to leave him. At. laft 
Louifbourgh was taken, and the Eng- 
ith men of war came into the harbour 

G2 before 
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‘before it, to my very great joy; forl 
‘had now more liberty of indulging my- 
felf, and I went often on fhore. When 
the fhips were in the harbour we had 
the moft beautiful proceffion on the 
water I ever faw. All the admirals and 
captains of the men of war, full dreffed, 
and in their barges, well ornamented 
with pendants, came alonefide of the 
Namur. The vice-admiral then went 
on fhore in his barge, followed by the 
other officers in order of feniority, to 
take poffeffion, as I fuppofe, of the 
town and fort. Some time after this 
the French governor and his lady, and 
other perfons of note, came on board 
‘our fhip to ‘dine. On this occafion 
our fhips were dreffed with colours 
of all kinds, from the topgallant-maft 
‘Head to the deck; and this, with the 
firing of guns, formed a moft grand 
and magnificent {pectacle. 
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As foon as every thing here was 
fettled Admiral Bofcawen failed with 
part of the fleet for England, leaving: 
fome fhips behind with Rear-admirals 
Sir Charles Hardy and Durell. It was: 
now winter ; and one evening, during 
eur paflage home, about dufk, when 
we were in: the channel, or near found- 
ings, and were beginning to. look for 
land, we defcried feven fail of large 
men of war, which ftood off fhore.. 
Several people on board of our fhip, 
faid, as the two: fleets-were (in. forty 
minutes from the firft fight) within hail 
of each other, that they were Englifh: 
men of war; and fome of our people 
even began to. name fome of the. fhips« 
By this time both fleets began to.min-- 
gle, and our admiral ordered.his flag 
ta be hoifted.. At that inftant the. other, 
fleet, which were French, hoifted their: 
enfigns, and gave us a broadfide.as they 
G3. pafled 
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paffed by. Nothing could create greater 
furprife and confufion among us than 
this: the wind was high, the fea rough, 

and we had our lower and middle deck —~— > 
euns houfed in, fo that nota fingle gun 
on board was ready to be fired at any 

of the French fhips. However, the 
Royal William and the Somerfet being 

our fternmoft fhips, became.a little: pre- 
pared, and each gave the French fhips a 
broadfide as they paffed by. TI after- 
wards heard this was a French {qua- 
dron, commanded by Monf. Conflans ; 

and certainly had the Frenchmen known 

eur condition, and had a mind to fight 

us, they might have done us great 
mifchief. But we were not long before 

we were prepared for an engagement. 


Immediately many things were toffed — 
overboard ; the fhips were made ready 
for fighting as foon as poffible; and — 
about ten at night we had bent a.new 
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main fail, the old one being fplit. Be- 
ing now in readinefs for fighting, we 
wore fhip, and ftood after the French 
fleet, who were one or two fhips in 
‘number more than we. However we 
gave them chafe, and continued pur- 
fuing them all night ; and at day-light 
we faw fix of them, all large fhips of 
the line, and an Englifh Eaft Indiaman, 
a prize they had taken. We chafed 
them all day till between three and four 
o’clock in the evening, when we came 
up with, and paffed within a mufquet 
fhot of, one feventy-four gun fhip, and 
the Indiaman alfo, who now hoifted her 
colours, but immediately hauled them 
down again. On this we made a fig- 
nal for the other fhips to take poffeffion 
of her; and, fuppofing the man of war 
would likewife ftrike, we cheered, but 
fhe did not; though if we had fired: 
into her, from being fo near, we muft. 
Bive taken her, To. my utter farprife 
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the Somerfet, who was the next fhip 
a-ftern of the Namur, made way like- 
wife; and, thinking they were fure of 
this French fhip, thet cheered in the 
fame manner, but ftill continued to 
follow us. The French Commodore 
was about a gun-fhot ahead of all, run- 
“ing from us with all fpeed; and about 
four o’clock he carried his foretop- 
maft overboard. This caufed another 
loud cheer with us; anda little after 
the topmaft came clofe by us; but, 
to our great furprife, inftead of coming 
up with her, we found fhe went as faft 
as ever, if not fafter.. The fea grew 
mow much fmoother; and the wind 
duiling, the feventy-four gun fhip. we 
had’ paffed came again by us in the 
‘very fame direction, and fo. near, that 


we heard her people talk as fhe went 
by; yet not a fhot was fired on either 
fide; and about five or fix o’clock, 


juft as it grew dark, fhe joined -her 
commodore. 
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commodore. We: chafed. all: night ;: 
but the next day they were out of” 
fight, fo that we faw no more of thems. 
and we only had the old Indiaman. 
(called Carnarvon I. think) for our 
trouble. After this we ftood in for- 
the channel, and foon made the land; 
and, about the clofe of, the year- 
1758—9, we got fafe to St. Helen’s.. 
Here the Namur ran aground ; and: 
alfo. another large fhip aftern of us3- 
but, by ftarting our water, and toffing - 
many things overboard to: lighten» 
her, we. got the fhips off without: 
any damage. We ftayed for a fhort- 
time at Spithead, and then went into: 
Portfmouth harbour to refit; from: 
whence the admiral.went to London ;: 
and- my mafter and I foon followed, 
with a prefs-gang, as we wanted fome - 
hands to complete our complement. 
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CHAP. IV, 


The author is baptized— Narrowly efapes: 
drowning —Goes on an expedition to the 
Mediterranean—TIncidents he met with 
there—Is witnefs to an engagement be- 
tween fome Englifh and French Jeips— 
44 particular account of the celebrated 

_enavagement between Admiral Bofcawen 
and Monf. Le Clue, off Cape Logas, ia 
Auguft 1759—Dreadful explofion of a 
French foip--The. author fails for Eng- 
land—His mafter appointed to the come: 
miand of a. fire-fhip—Meets a negro boy, 
from whom he experiences much benevo- 
lence —Prepares for an expedition againft. 
Belle-Ifle—A remarkable flory of a 
difafter which befel his /hip— Arrives at 
~Belle-Tle—Operations of the landing 

; ana. 
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and fiege—The author's danger and dif- 
trefs, with his manner of extricating 
himfelf—Surrender of Belle- [fle —Tran/- 
atlions afterwards on the coaft of France 
— Remarkable inflance of kidnapping — 
The author returns to England—Hears 
a talk of peace, and expects bis freedom— 
His foip fails for Deptford to be paid 
off, and when be arrives there be 18 
fuddenly feized by bis mafier and carried 
forcibly on board a Weft India fhip ana. 


fold. 


Ir was now between two and three 
years fince I firft came to England, a 
great part of which I had fpent at fea3 
fo that 1 became inured to that fervice, 
and began to confider myfelf as happily 
fituated; for my mafter treated me al- 
ways extremely well ; and my attach- 
ment and gratitudé to him were very 
ereat, From the various {cenes I had 
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cheld on fhip-board, I foon grew a 
ftranger to terror of every kind, and 
was, in that refpect at leaft, almoft an 
Englifhman. I have often reflected 
with furprife that I never felt half the 
alarm at any of the numerous dangers 
I have been in, that I was filled with 
at the firft fight of the Europeans, and 
at every act of theirs, even the moft 
trifling, when I firft came among them, 
and for fome time afterwards. That 
fear, however, which was the effe& of 
my ignorance, wore away as I began to 
know them. I could now fpeak Eng- 
jith tolerably well, and I perfe@tly un- 
derftood every thing that was faid. I 
now not only felt myfelf quite eafy 
with thefe new countrymen, but re- 
lifhed their fociety and manners. Ino 
longer looked upon them as {pirits, 


- Dut as men fuperior to us; and there- 
fore I had the ftronger defire to re- 
Temble 
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femble them; to imbibe their fpirie, 
and imitate their manners; I therefore 
embraced every occafion of improve- 
ment; and every new thing that I ob- 
ferved I treafured up, in my memory. 
I had long wifhed to be able to read 
and write ; and for this purpofe I took 
every opportunity to gain inftru&ion, 
but had made as yet very little pro- 
gre{fs. Hlowever, when {I went to 
London with my mafter, I had foon 
an opportunity of improving myfelf, 
which I gladly embraced. Shortly after 
my arrival, he fent me to wait upon 
the Mifs Guerins, who had treated me 
with much kindnefs when I was there 
before ; and they fent me to {chool. 
While I was attending thefe ladies 
their fervants told me 1 could not exe) 
to Heaven unlefs I was baptized. 
This made me very uneafy; for I had 
how fome faint idea of a future flate : 
accordingly 
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accordingly I communicated my anxiety 


to the eldeft Mifs Guerin, with whony 


Iwas become a favourite, and preffed 
her to have me baptized; when to my 
great joy, fhe told me I fhould. She had 
formerly afked my mafter to let me be 
baptized, but he had refufed ; however 
fhe now infifted on it; and he bemg 
under fome obligation to her brother 
complied with her requeft; fo I was 
baptized in St. Margaret’s church, 


Weftminfter, in February 17595 by my 


prefent name. The clergyman, at the 
fame time, gave me a book, called a 
Guide to the Indians, written by the 
Bifhop of Sodor and Man. On this 
occafion Mifs Guerin did, me the ho- 
nour to ftand as godmother, and after- 
wards gave me a treat. I ufed to: at- 


tend thefe ladies about the town, in 
which fervice 1 was extremely happy 3 
as LT had thus many opportunities of 

feeing, 
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fecing London, which I defired of alf 
things. I was fometimes, however, 
with my mafter at his rendezvous- 
houfe, which was. at the foot of Weft- 
minfter-bridge. Here I ufed to enjoy 


myfelf in playing about the bridge 


ftairs, ‘and often in the watermen’s 
wherries, with other boys. On one of 
thefe occafions there was another boy 
with me in a wherry, and we went out 
into the current of the river: while 
we were there two more {tout boys came 
to us in another wherry, and, abufing us 
for taking the boat, defired me to get 
into the other wherry-boat. Accord- 
ingly I went to get out of the wherry I 
was in; but juft as I had got one of 
my feet into the other boat the boys 
fhoved it off, fo that I fell into the 
Ehames; and, not being able to 
{wim, I fhould unavoidably have been 
drowned, but for the affiftance of fome 

watermen 
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watermen: who providentially came to 
my relief. f 
The Namur being again got ready ~ 
for fea, my matter, with his gang, was 
ordered on board; and, to my no {mall + 
erief, 1 was obliged to leave my {chool- 
matter, whom I liked very much, and 
always attended while I ftayed in Lon-. 
don, to repair on board with my» 
matters. Nor did:l leave my kind-pa-. 
tronefles, the Mifs Guerins, without 
uneafinefs:- and regrets They often 
ufed to teach me to read, and took: 
great pains to inftruct me in the prin- - 
ciples of religion and the knowledge of - 
God. I therefore parted from thofe 
amiable ladies with reluctance ;. after - 
receiving from them many friendly~ 
cautions how to conduct myfelf, and 
fome valuable prefents. | 
When I cameto Spithead, I found. 
we were deftined for the Mediterra-. 
nean, 


Pea 


nean, with a large fleet, which was now 
ready to put to fea. We only waited 
for the arrival of the admiral, who foon 
came on board; and about the begin- 
ing of the fpring 1759, having 
weighed anchor, and got under way, 
failed for the Mediterranean: and in. 
eleven days, from the Land’s End, 
we got to Gibraltar. While we were 
here I ufed to be often on fhore, and 
got various fruits in great plenty, and 
very cheap. 
__ Thad frequently told feveral people; 
in my excurfions on fhore, the ftory of 
my being kidnapped with my fifter, and 
of our being feparated, as I have related: 
before; and I had as often exprefied 
my anxiety for her fate, and my forrow 
at having never met her again. One. 
day, when I was on fhore, and men- 
tioning thefe circumftances to fome 
perfons, one of them told me he knew 
| where. 


{ 138 J 

where my fifter was, and, if F would 
accompany him, he would bring me to 
her. Improbable as this ftory was f 
believed it immediately, and agreed to 
eo with him, while my heart leaped for 
joy: and, indeed, he conducted me to 
a black young woman, who was fo like 
my fifter, that, at firft fight, I really 
thought it was her: but I was quickly 
undeceived; and, on tatking to her, I 
found her to be of another nation. 

While we lay here the Prefton came 
in from the Levant. As foon as the 
arrived, my mafter told me I fhould 
now fee my old companion, Dick, 
who had gone in her when fhe failed 
for Turkey. I was much rejoiced at 
this news, and expected every minute 
to embrace him; and when the cap- 


taim came on board of our fhip, whick 
he did immediately after, I ran toin- 
quire after my friend’; but, with inex- 

nia preffible 
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preffible forrow, I learned from the 
Doat’s crew that the dear youth was 
dead! and that they had brought his 
cheft, and all his other things, to my 
mafter: thefe he afterwards gave to 
me, andI regarded them as a memorial 
of my friend, whom I loved, and 
erieved for, asa brother, _ 

While we were at Gibraltar, I faw a 
foldier hanging by his heels, at one of 
the moles.*: I thought this a ftrange 
fight, as I had feen a man hanged in 
London by his neck. At another time I 
faw the matter of a frigate towed to fhore 
on a grating, by feveral of the men of 
war’s boats, and difcharged the fleet, 
which I underftood was a mark of dif-_ 
grace for cowardice. On board the 
fame fhip there was alfo a failor hung 
up at the yard-arm, — 

‘After lying at Gibraltar for fome 


-* He bad drowned him(elf in endeavouring to-defert. 
| time, 
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time, we failed up the Mediterranean: 
a confiderable way above the Gulf. 
of Lyons; where we were one night 
overtaken with a terrible gale of wind, — 
much Shae than. any 1 haa ever yet 
experienced. The fea ran fohigh that,. 
though all the guns were well houfed,. 
there was great reafon to fear their 
getting loofe, the fhip rolled fo. much ;. 
and if they had it muft have proved 
our deftruction. After we had cruifed 
liere for a fhort time, wecame to Bar-. 
celona, a Spanifh fea-port, remarkable: 
for its filk manufactures. Here the. 
fhips were all to. be watered; and my: 
matter, who fpoke different:languages, , 
and ufed often to interpret for the ad-. 
miral, faperintended the watering of 
ours. For that purpofe he and the 
officers of the other fhips, who were 
-on the fame fervice, had tents pitched 
in the bay; and the Spanifh foldiers. 


were flationed along the fhore, _ i fup~. 
pole. 
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gpofe to fee that no depredations were 
committed by: our men. 

I ufed conftantly to attend my 
mafter; and I was charmed with this 
place. All the time we ftayed it was 
like a fair withthe natives, who brought 
us fruits of all kinds, and fold them to 
us much cheaper than I got them in 
England. They ufed alfo to bring 
wine down to us in hog and fheep 
fkins, which diverted me very much. 
The Spanith officers here treated our 
officers with great politenefs and atten- 
tion; and fome of them, in particular, 
ufed to come often to my mafter’s tent 
to vifit him; where they would fome- 
times divert themfelves by mounting me 
on the horfes or mules, fo that I could 
not fall, and fetting them offat full gal- 
lop; my imperfect /kill in horfemanfhip 
all the while affording them no fmall 
entertainment. After the thips were 

| watered, 
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watered, we returned to our old fta~. 
tion of cruizing off Toulon, for the 
purpofe of intercepting a fleet of French 
men of war that lay there. One Sun-) 
day, in our cruife, we came offa place 
where there were two {mall French fri- 
gates lying in fhore; and our admiral, 
thinking to take or deftroy them, fent 
two fhips in after them—the Culloden 
and the Conqueror. They foon came 
up to the Frenchmen; and I faw a 
{mart fight here, both by fea and land; 
for the frigates were covered by bat- 
teries, and they played upon our fhips 
mott furioufly, which they as furioutly 
returned, and for a long time a con- 
{tant firing was kept up on all fides at 
an amazing rate. At laft one frigate 
fank; but the people efcaped, though 
not without much difficulty: and a 
little after fome of the people left the 
ether frigate alfo, which was a mere 

wreck, 
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wreck. However, our fhips did not 
venture to bring her away, they were 
fo much annoyed from the batteries, 
which raked them both in going and 
coming: their topmafts were fhot 
away, and they were otherwife fo 
much fhattered, that the admiral was 
obliged to fend in many boats to tow 
them ‘back to the fleet. I afterwards 
failed with a man who fought in one 
of the French batteries during the en- 
_gagement, and he told me our fhips 
thad done confiderable mifchief that 
day on fhore and in the batteries. 


After this we failed for Gibraltar, | 


and arrived there about Auguft 1759. 


Here we remained with all our fails un-- 


bent, while the fleet was watering and 
doing other neceflary things. While 
we were in this fituation, one day the 
admiral, with moft of the principal 
officers, and many people of all ftations, 

being 
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being on fhore, about feven o'clock 
in the evening we were alarmed by 
fignals from the frigates ftationed for 
that purpofe; and in an inftant there 
was a general cry that the French fleet 
was out, and juft paffing through the 
ftreights) The admiral immediately 
came on board with fome other of- 
ficers; and it is impoffible to de- 
fcribe the noife, hurry and confufion 
throughout the whole fleet, in bend- 
ing their fails and flipping their cabless 
many people and fhips’ boats were left 
on fhore in the buftle. We had two 
captains on board of our fhip who'came 
away in the hurry and left their fhips 
to follow. We thewed lights from the 
gun-whale to the main topmaft-head 5 
and all our lieutenants were employed 
amongft the fleet to tell the flips not 
to wait for their captains, but to put 
‘the fails to the yards, flip their cables 
ae 
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and follow us; and in this confufion 
of making ready for fighting we fet 
out for fea in the dark after the French 
fleet. Here I could have exclaimed 
with Ajax, 

** Oh Jove! © father! if it be thy will 


° That we muft perith, we thy will obey, 
‘“¢ But let us perifh by the light of day.”’ . 


"They had got the ftart of us fo far 
that we were not able to come up with 
them during the night; but at daylight 
we faw feven fail of the line of bat- 
tle fome miles ahead. We immedis 
ately chafed them till about four o’clock 
in the evening, when our fhips came 
up with them; and, though we Were 
about fifteen large fhips, our gallant 
admiral only feught them with his own 
-divifion, which confifted of feven: 
fo that we were juft thip for thip. 
We pafled by the whole of the enemy’s 
fleet in order to. come at their com- 

Vou, I, H mander, 
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mander, Monf. La Clue, who was im 
the Ocean, an eighty-four gun fhip: 
as we pafled they all fired on us; 
and at one time three of them fired to- 
gether, continuing to do fo for fome 
time. Notwithftanding which our ad- 
miral would not fuffera gun to be fired 
at any of them, to my aftonifhment; 
but made ns lie.on ur bellies on the 
deck till we came quite clofe to the 
Ocean, who was ahead of them all; 
when we had orders to pour the whole 
three tiers into her at once. 

The engagement now commenced 
with great fury on both fides: the Ocean 
immediately returned our fire, and we 
continued engaged with each other for 
fome time; during which I was fre- 
quently ftunned with the thundering 
of the great guns, whofe dreadful con- 
tents hurried many of my companions 
into awful eternity. At laft the French 
) line 


[ 447 J 

line was entirely broken, and we obtained 
thevictory, which was immediately pro- 
claimed with loud huzzas and accla- 
mations. We took three prizes, La 
Modefte, of fixty-four guns, and Le 
Temeraire and Centaur, of feventy- 
four gunseach. The reft of the French 
fhips took to flight with.all the fail they 
could crowds Our fhip being very much 
damaged, and quite difabled from pur- 
fuing the enemy, the admiral imme- 
diately quitted her, and went in the 
broken and only boat we had left on 
board the Newark, with which, and 
fome other fhips, he went after the 


French. The Ocean, and another. 
large French fhip, called the Redoubt-. 
able, endeavouring to efcape, ran_ 


afhore at Cape Logas, on the coaft of 


Portugal; andthe French admiral and. 


*fome of the:crew got afhore; but we, 
ee it impoffible to get the fhips. 
Ho! off, 
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off, fet fire to them both. About 
midnight I faw the Ocean blow up, 
with a. moft dreadful explofion. I 
hever beheld a more awful fcene. In 
lefs than a minute the midnight for a 
certain fpace feemed turned into day by 
the blaze, which was attended with a 
noife louder and more terrible than 
thunder, that féemed to rend every 
element around us. 

My ftation during the engagement 
was on the middle-deck, where I was 
quartered with another boy, to bring 
powder to the aftermoft gun ; and here 
I was a witnefs of the dreadful fate of 
many of my companions, who, in the 
twinkling of an eye, were dafhed in 
pieces, and launched into eternity. 
Happily I efcaped unhurt, though the 
fhot and fplinters flew thick about me 
during the whole fight. Towards the 
latter part of it my mafter was wound- 
é | ed: 
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ed, and I faw him carried down to the 
furgeon; but though I was much 
alarmed for him and wifhed to affift 
him I dared not leave my poft. At 
this {tation my gun-mate (a partner in 
bringing powder for the fame gun) 
and I ran a very great rifk for more 
than half an hour of blowing up the 
fhip. For, when we had taken the car- 
tridges out of the boxes, the bottoms 
of many of them proving rotten, the 
powder ran all about the deck, near 
the match tub: we fcarcely had water 
enough at, the laft to throw onit. We 
were alfo, from our employment, very 
much expofed to the enemy’s fhots ; 
for we had to go through nearly the 
whole length of the thip to bring the 
powder. I expected therefore every 
minute to be my laft; efpecially when 
} {aw our men fall fo thick about me ; 
but, wifhing to guard as much againfl 

i the 


fie. J 

the dangers as poffible, at firft I thought 
it would be fafeft not to go for the 
powder till the Frenchmen had fired’. 
their broadfide; and then, while they 

ere charging, I could goand comewith 
my powder: but immediately after- 
wards I thought this caution was fruit- 
lefs; and, cheering myfelf with the re- 
fle&tion that there was a time allotted 
for me to die as well as to be born, f 


inftantly’ caft off all fear or thought 
whatever of death, and went through 


the whole of my duty with alacrity ; 
pleafing myfelf with the hope, if I fur- 
vived the battle, of relating it and the 
dangers 1 had efcaped to the dear 
Mifs Guerin, and others, when I fhould 
return to London. 

Our fhip fuffered very much in this 
engagement ; for, befides the number 
of our killed and wounded, fhe was al- 
amoft torn to pieces, and our rigging ¢o 

much: 
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much fhattered, that our mizen-matt 
and main-yard, &c. hung over the fide 
of the fhip; fo that we were obliged 
to get many carpenters, and others 
from fome of the fhips of the fleet, to 
affift in fetting us in fome tolerable 
order; and, notwithftanding, it took 
us fome time before we were complete- 
ly refitted ; after which we left Admi- 
ral Broderick to command, and we, 
with the prizes, fteered for England. 
On the paffage, and as foon as my 
mafter was fomething recovered of his 
wounds, the admiral appomted him 
eaptain of the Aitna fire-fhip, on which 
he and I left the Namur, and went on 
board of her at fea. I liked this little 
fhip very much. I now became the 
captain’s fteward, in which. fituation- 


I was very happy: for I was ex- 


tremely well treated by all on board ; 
and | had leifure to improve mytelf in 
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reading and writing. The latter J had 
learned a little of before I left the Na- 
mur, as there was a fchool on board. 
When we arrived at Spithead the 
/Etna went into Portfmouth harbour to 
refit, which being done, we returned to 
Spithead and joined a large fleet that 
was thought to be intended againft the 
Havannah; but about that time the 
king died: whether that prevented the 
expedition I know not; but it caufed 
our fhip to be ftationed at Cowes, in 
the ifle of Wight, till the beginning of 
the year fixty-one. Here I fpent my 
time very pleafantly; I was much on 
fhore all about this delightful ifland, 
and found the inhabitants very civil, 
While I was here, I met with a 
trifling incident, which furprifed me 
agreeably. I was one day in a field 
belonging to a gentleman who had a 
black boy about my own fize ; this boy 
t having 
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having obferved me from his mafter’s 
houfe, was tranfported at the fight of 
one of his own countrymen, and ran 
to meet me with the utmoft hafte. 1 
not knowing what he was about turned 
a little out of his way at firft, but to no 
purpofe: he foon came clofe to me 
and caught hold of me in his arms as 
if I had been his brother, though we 
had never feen each other before. Af- 
ter we had talked together for fome 
time he took me to his mafter’s houfe, 
where I was treated very kindly. This 
benevolent boy and I were very happy 
in frequently feeing each other till about 
the month of March 1761, when our 
fhip had orders to fit out again for 
another expedition. Wheh we got 
ready, we joined a very large ficet at 
Spithead, commanded by Commodore. 
Keppel, which was deftined againit 
Belle-Ifle, and with a number of tranf- 
H 5 port 
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port fhips with troops on board to make 
adefcent on the place. We failed once 
more in queft of fame. I longed to 
engage in new adventures. and fee 

frefh wonders. A 
I had a mind on which every thing 
uncommon made its full mpreffion, 
and: every event which I confidered. 
as marvellous. Every extraordinary 
efcape, or fignal deliverance, either of 
myfelf or others, 1 looked upon to be. 
effected by the interpofition of Provi- 
dence. We had not been above ten 
days at fea before an. incident of this 
kind happened; which, whatever cre- 
dit it may obtain from the reader, 
made no {mall impreffion on my mind. 
We had on board.a. gunner, whofe 
name was John Mondle; a.man of very 
indifferent morals. This man’s cabin. 
was between the decks, exactly over 
where I lay, abreaft of the quarter-deck 
ladder. 
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ladder. One night, the zoth of April, 
being terrified with a dream, he awoke 
in fo great a fright that he could not rett 
in his bed any longer, nor even remainin 
his cabin; and he went upon deck about 
_ four o’clock in the morning extremely 
agitated. He immediately told thofe 
on the deck of the agonies of his mind, 
and the dream which occafioned it ; .in 
which he faid he had feen many things 
very awful, and had been warned by 
St. Peter to repent, who told him time 
was fhort. This he faid had greatly 
alarmed him, and he was determined 
to alter his life. People generally 
mock the fears of others when they 
are themfelves in fafety; and fome of 
his fhipmates who heard him only 
Taughed at him. However, he made 
a vow that he never would drink {trong 
liquors again; and he immediately got 
a lignt, and gave away his fea-ftores 
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of liquor. After which, his agitation 
{till continuing, he began to read the 
Scriptures, hoping to find fome relief 5 
and foon afterwards he laid himfelf down 
again on his bed, and endeavoured to 
compofe himfelf to fleep, but to no 
purpofe; his mind ftill continuing in a 
{tate of agony. By this time it was 
exactly half after feven in the morn- 
ing: I was then under the half-deck at 
the great cabin door; and all at once 
I heard the people in the waift cry out, 
moft fearfully—‘ ‘Fhe Lord have mercy 
‘upon us! We are all loft! The 
‘ Lord have mercy upon us!” Mr. 
Mondle hearing the cries, unmediately 
ran out of his cabin; and we were in- 
ftantly ftruck by the Lynne, a forty- 
gun fhip, Captain Clark, which nearly 
ranus down. This fhip had juft put 
about, and was by the wind, but had 
not got fullheadway, or we muft all 
have 
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have perifhed; for the wind was brifk. 
However, before Mr. Mondle had got 
four fteps from his cabin-door, fhe 
ftruck our fhip with her cutwater right 
in the middle of his bed and cabin, 
and ran it up to the combings of the 
quarter-deck hatchway, and above three 
feet below water, and in a minute there 
was not a bit of wood to be feen where 
Mr. Mondle’s cabin ftood; and he was 
fo near being killed that fome of the 
fplinters tore his face.. As Mr. Mon- 
‘dle muft inevitably have perifhed from 
this accident had he not been alarmed 
in the very extraordinary way I have 
related, I could not help regarding this 
as an awful interpofition of Providence 
for his prefervation. The two fhips 
for fome time fwinged alongfide of 
- each other; for ours being a ‘firethip, 
our grappling-irons caught the Lynne 
vy way, and the yards and rigging 

went 
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went at an aftonifhing rate. Our {hip 
was in fuch a fhocking condition that 
we all thought fhe would inftantly go 
down, and every one ran for their lives, 
and got as well as they could on board 
the Lynne; but our heutenant being 
the agegreffor, he never quitted the 
fhip. However, when we found fhe 
did not fink immediately, the captain 
came on board again, and encouraged 
our people to return and try to fave 
her. Many on this came back, but 
fome would not venture. Some of the 
fhips in the fleet, feeing our fituation, 
ummediately fent their boats to our af- 
fiftance; but it took us the whole day 
to fave the fhip with all their help. 
And by ufing every poffible means, 
particularly frapping her together with 
inany hawfers, and putting a great 
quantity of tallow below water where 
fhe was damaged, fhe was kept te 
gether : 
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gether: but it was well we did not 


meet with any gales of wind, or we 
muft have gone to pieces ; for we were 


‘in fuch a crazy condition that we had: 


fhips to attend us till we arrived at 
Belle-Ifle, the place of our deftination; 
and then we had all things taken out 
of the fhip, and fhe was. properly re- 
paired. This efcape of Mr. Mon- 
dle, which he, as wellas myfelf, always 
confidered as a fingular act of Provi- 
dence, I believe had a oreat influence 
on his lifeand conduct ever afterwards. 

Now that lam on this fubject I beg 
leave to relate another inftance or two 


which ftrongly raifed my belief of the 


particular interpofition of Heaven, and 
which might not otherwife have found 
a place here, from their infignificance. 
I belonged fer a few days in the year 
1758 tothe Jafon, of fifty-four guns, 
at Plymouth; and one night, when | 

was 
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was on board, a woman, with a child 
at her breaft, fell from the upper-deck 
down into the hold, near the keel. 
Every one thought that the mother and — 
child muft be both dafhed to pieces ; 
but, to our great furprife, neither 
of them was hurt. I myfelf one day 
fell headlong from the upper-deck of 
the Etna down the after-hold, when 
the ballaft was out; and all who faw 
me fall cried out I was killed: but I~ 
received not the leaft injury. And im 
the fame fhip a man fell from the maft- 
head on the deck without being hurt, 
In thefe, and in many more inftances,, 
Y thought I could plainly trace the 
hand of God, without whofe permif- 
fion a fparrow cannot fall. I began to. 
raife my fear from man to him alone, 
and to call daily on his holy name with 
fear and reverence: and I truft he 
heard my fupplications, and gracioufly 

condefcended. 
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eondefcended to anfwer me according 
to his holy word, and to implant the 


feeds of piety in me, even one of the 


meaneft of his creatures. 

When we had refitted our fhip, and 
all things were in readinefs for attack- 
ine the place, the troops on board the 


-tranf{ports were ordered to difembark 3 


and my mafter, as a junior captain, 


had a, fhare in the command of the 


landing. This was on the 8th of 
April. The French were drawn up on 
the fhore, and had made every difpo- 
fition to oppofe the landing of our 
men, only a fmall part of them this day 
being able to effect it ; moft of them, 
after fighting with great bravery, were 


‘cut off; and General Crawford, with a 
number of others, were taken prifoners. 


In this day’s engagement we had alfo. 
our lieutenant killed. 


On the 21ft of April we renewed our 
| efforts 
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efforts to land the men, while all the 
men-of war were ftationed along the 
fhore to cover it, and fired at the 
French batteries and breaftworks from 
early in the morning till about four 
o'clock in the evening, when our fol- 
diers effected a fafe landing. They 
immediately attacked the Fench; and, — 
after a fharp encounter, forced them 
from the batteries. Before the enemy 
‘retreated they blew up feveral of them, 
‘left they fhould fall into our hands. 
Our men now proceeded to befiege the 
citadel, and my mafter was ordered on — 
fhore to fuperintend the landing of all 
the materials neceflary for carrying on 
the fiege; in which fervice 1 moftly at-— 
tended him. While I was there I went 
about to different parts of the ifland;; 
and one day, particularly, my curiofity 
almoft coft me my life. I wanted’ very 
much to. fee the mode of charging the - 
mortars, 
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mortars and letting off the fhells, and 
for that purpofe I went to an Englifh 
battery that was but a very few yards 
from the walls ofthe citadel. There, in- 
deed, 1 had anopportunity of completely 
gratifying myfelf in feeing the whole 
operation, and that not without run- 
ning a very great rifk, both from the 
Englith fhells that burft while I was 
there, but likewife from thofe of the 
French. One, of the largeft of their 
fhells burfted within nine or ten yards 
of me: there was a fingle rock clote 
by, about the fize of a butt; and I got 
inftant fhelter under it in time to avoid 
the fury of the fhell. Where it burft 
the earth was torn in fuch a mannes 
that two or three butts might eafily 
have gone into the hole it made, and 
it threw great quantities of ftones and 
dirt to a confiderable diftance. Three 
fhot were alfo fired at me and another 

bay 
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boy who was along. with me, one of 
them in particular feemed 

“ Wing"d with red lightning and impetuous rage ;°? 
for with a moft dreadful found it hiffed 
clofe by me, and ftruck a rock at a 
little diftance, which it fhattered to 
pieces. When I faw what perilous 
eircumfances. I was in, I attempted 
to return the neareft way I could find, 
and thereby I got between the Englith 
and the French centinels. An Englith 
ferjeant, who commanded the outpofts, 
feeing me, and furprifed how I came 
there, (which was by ftealth along the 
feafhore), reprimanded me very feverely 
for it, and inftantly took the centinel 
off his poft into. cuftody, for his ne- 
gligence in fuffering me to pafs the 
Jines. While I was in this fituation 
‘FT obferved at a little diftance a French. 
horfe, belonging to fome iflanders, 
which I thought I would now mount, 
; for 
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for the greater expedition of getting off. 
Accordingly | took fome cord which I 
had about me, and making a kind of 
bridle of it, I put it reund the horfe’s 
head, and the tame beaft very quietly 
fuffered me to tie him thus and mount 
him. As foon as I was on the horfe’s 
back I began to kick and beat him, and 
try every means to make him go quick, 

but all to very little purpofe: I could not 
drive him out of a flow pace. While 
I was creeping along, ftill within reach 
of the enemy’s fhot, I met with a fer- 
vant well mounted on an Englith horfe. 
1 immediately ftopped; and, crying, 
told him my cafe; and begeed of him 
to help me, and this he effectually did ; 
for, having a fine large whip, he be- 
gan to lafh my horfe with it fo fe- 
verely, that he fet off full fpeed with 
me towards the fea, while I was quite 
unable to hold or manage him. In 
. . this 
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this manner I went along till I came 
to a craggy precipice. I now ‘could 
not {top my horfe; and my mind was 
filled with apprehentions ‘of my deplor- - 
able fate fhould he go down the pre- 
cipice, which he appeared fully dif- 
pofed todo: I therefore thought I had 
better throw myfelf off him at once, 
which I did immediately with a great 
deal of dexterity, and fortunately efcap- 
ed unhurt. As foon as I found my- 
{elf at liberty I made the beft of my 
way for the Ship, determined I would 
not be fo fool-hardy again in a hurry.° 

We continued to befiege the citadel 
till June, when it furrendered. During 
the fiege I have counted above fixty 
fhells and carcafes in the air at once. 
When this place was taken I went 
through the citadel, and in the bomb~ 
proofs under it, which were cut in the 
{olid rock ; and I thought it a furprifing 
| place, 
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place, both for ftrength and building: 
notwithftanding which our fhots and 
fhells had made amazing devaftation, 
and ruinous heaps all around it. 

After the taking of this ifland our 
fhips, with fome others commanded 
by Commodore Stanhope in the Swift- 
fure, went to Baffe-road, where we 
blocked up a French fleet. Our fthips 
were there from June till February fol- 
lowing ; and in that time I faw a great 
many fcenes of war, and ftratagems on 
both fides to deftroy each others fleet. 
Sometimes we would attack the French 
with fome fhips of the line; at other 
times with boats; and frequently we 
made prizes. Once or twice the 
French attacked us by throwing thells 
with their bomb-veffels: and one day 
asa French veflel was throwing fhells. 
at our fhips fhe broke from her fprings, 
behind the ifle of Ide Re: the tide bes. 
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ing complicated, fhe came with a gun 
thot of the Naflaus but the Nafiau couid 
not bring a gun to bear upon her, 
and thereby the Frenchman got off, 
We were twice attacked by their fire-— 
floats, which they chained together, 
and then let them float down with the 
tide ; but each time we fent boats with 
graplings, and towed them fafe out of 

the fleet. | 
We had different commanders while 
we were at this place, Commodores 
‘Stanhope, Dennis, Lord Hlowe, &c. 
from hence, before the Spanith war 
began, our fhip and the Waip floop 
were fent to St. Sebaftian in Spain, by 
Commodore Stanhope; and Commo- 
ore Dennis afterwards fent our fhip a5 
a cartel to Bayonne in France *, after 
which 
% Among others whom we brought from Bayonne, 
two gentleman, who had been in the Welt Indies, 
where 
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which + we went in February in 1762 


to Belle-Ifle, and there flayed ull the 
fummer, when we left it, and returned 
to Portf{mouth. 

After our fhip was fitted out again 
for fervice, in September fhe went to 
Guernfey, where I was very glad to fee 


where they fold flaves; and they confeffed they had 
made at one time a falfe bill of fale, and fold twe 
Portuguefe white men among a lot of flaves. 

+ Some people have it, that fometimes fhortly 
before perfons die their ward has been feen; that is, 
fome fpirit exattly in their likenefs, though they are 
themfelves at other places at the fame time. One 
day while we were at Bayonne Mr. Mondle faw one 
of our men, as he thought, in the gun-rcom; anda 
little after, coming on the quarter-deck, he fpoke 
of fome circuinftances of this man to fome of the 
officers. They told him that the man was then out 
of the thip, in one of the boats with the Lieutenant: 
but Mr.Mondle would not believe it, and we fearch- 
ed the fhip, when he found the man was actually 
‘out of her; and when the boat returned fome time 
afterwards, we found the man had been drowned 
at the very time Mr. Mondle thought he faw him. 
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my old hoftefs, who was now a widow, 
and my former little charming coms 
panion, her daughter. I fpent fome 
time here very happily with them, till - 
October, when we had orders to re- 
pair to Portfmouth. We parted froma 
each other with a great deal of affec- 
tion; and I promifed to return foon, 
and fee them again, not knowing what 
all-powerful fate had determined for 
me. Our fhip having arrived at Portf- 
mouth, we went into the harbour, and 
remained there till the latter end of 
November, when we heard great talk 
about .peace; and, to our very great 
joy, in the beginning of December 
we had orders to go up to London 
with our fhip to be paid off. We re- 
ceived this news with loud huzzas, 
and every other demonftration of glad- 
nefs; and nothing but mirth was to 
be feen throughout every part of the 
fhip. 


fhip. FE too was not without my 
fhare of the general joy on this occa» 
fion. I thought now of nothing but 
being freed, and working for myfelf, 
and thereby getting meney to enable 
me to get a good education; for I al- 
ways had a great defire to be able at 
leaft to read and write; and while I 
was on fhip-board I had endeavoured 
to improve myfelf in both. While I 
was in the A&tna particularly, the cap- 
tain’s clerk taught me to write, and 
eave me a fmattering of arithmetic 
as far as the rule of three. There was 
alfo one Daniel Queen, about forty 
years of age, a man very well educat- 
ed, who meffed with me on board this 
fhip, and he likewife dreffed and at- 
tended the captain. Fortunately this 
man foon became very much attached 
to me, and took very great pains to in- 
ftruct me in many things. He taught 

Pre ets me 
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me to fhave and drefs hair a littie, and 
alfo to read in the Bible, explaining 
many paffages to me, which I did not. 
‘comprehend. I was wonderfully fur- 
prifed to fee the laws and rules of my 
country written almoft exactly here; 
a circumftance which I believe tended 
to imprefs our manners and cuftoms 
more deeply on my memory. I ufed 
to tell him of this refemblance; and 
many atime we have fat up the whole 
night together at this employment. 
In fhort, he was like a father to me; 
and fome even ufed to call me after 
his name; they alfo ftyled me the 
black Chriftian. Indeed I almoft lov- 
ed him with the affection of a fon. 
Many things I have denied myfelf 
that he might have them; and when I 
ufed to play at marbles or any other 
game, and won a few halfpence, or 
got any little money, which I fome- 

times 
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times did, for fhaving any one, I ufed 


to buy him a little fugar or tobacco, 


as far as my ftock of money would go. 
He ufed to fay, that he and I never 
fhould part; and that when our fhip 
was paid off, as I was as free as him- 
felf or any other man on board, he 
would inftru€& me in his bufinefs, by 
which I might gain a good livelihood. 
This gave me new life and fpirits; and 
my heart. burned within me, while I 
thought the time long till I obtained 
my freedom. For though my matter 
had not promifed it to me, yet, befides 
the affurances I had received that he 
had no right to detain me, he always 
treated me with the greateft kindnefs, 
and repofed in me an unbounded con- 
fidence; he even paid attention to my 
morals; and would never fuffer me to 
deceive him, or tell lies, of which he 
ufed to tell me the confequences ; and 

I 3 that 
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that if I did fo God would not love 
me; fo that, from ail this tendernefs, 
I had never once fuppofed, in all my 
dreams of freedom, that he would 
think of detaining me any longer than 
I withed. 

In purfuance of our orders we failed 
from Portfmouth for the Thames, and 
arrived at Deptford the roth of De- 
cember, where we cafl anchor juft as it 
was high water. The fhip was up 
about half an hour, when my mafter 
ordered the barge to be manned ; and 
all in an inftant, without having before 
given me the leaft reafon to fufpect any 
thing of the matter, he ferced me into 
the barge ; faying, 1 was going to leave 
him, but he would take care I fhould 
not. I was fo flruck with the unexs 
pectednefs of this proceeding, that for 
fome time I did not make a reply, 


only I made an offer to go for my 
books 
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Books and cheft of clothes, but Ne 
fwore I thould not move out of his 
fight; and if | did he would cut my 
throat, at the fame time taking his 
hanger. I began, however, to collect 
myfelf;, and, plucking up courage, 
Ttold him I was free, and he could 
not by law ferve me fo. But this only 
enraged him the more; and he con- 
tinued to fwear, and faid he would 
foon let me know whether he would 
“er not, and at that inftant fprung him 
felf into the barge from the fhip, to the 
aflonifament and forrow of all on 
board. The tide, rather unluckily for 
‘me, had juft turned downward, fo that 
we quickly fell down the river along 
with it, till we came among dome out- 
ward-bound Weft Indiamen; for he 
‘was refolved to put me on board the 
fir veffel he could get.to receive me. 
The boat’s crew, who pulled againit 
1y4. their, 
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their will, became quite faint different 
times, and would have gone afhore ; 
but he would not let them. Some of 
them {trove then to cheer me,-and told 
me he could not fell me, and that they 
would fland by me, which revived me 
alittle; and I fill entertained hopes ; 
for as they pulled along he afked fome 
veffels to receive me, but they could 
not. But, juft as we had got a little 
below Gravefend, we came alongfide 
of a fhip which was going away the 
next) tide for the Weft Indies; her 
name was the Charming Sally, Captain 
“James Doran; and my mafter went 
on board and agreed with him for me; 
and ina little time I was fent for into 
the cabin. When I came there Cap- 
‘tain Doran afked me if I knew him; 
I anfwered that I did not; © Then,’ 
-faid he © you are now my flave.’ I 
told him my mafter could not fell me 
: to 
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to him, nor to any one elfe. ‘ Why,’ faick 
he, ‘ did not your mafter buy you?’ I 
confeffed he did. ¢ But I have ferved 
‘him,’ faid I, ¢ many years, and he has: 
“ taken all my wages and prize-money,. 
‘for 1 only got one fixpence during 
‘ the war; befides this I have been bap- 
‘ tized; and by the laws of the land 
‘no man has a right to fell me:’ And 
I added, that I had heard a lawyer and 
others at different times tell my mafter 
fo. They both then faid that thofe 
people who told me fo were not my 
friends ;. but I. replied — it was very 
extraordinary that other people did 
not: know the law as well as they. 
Upon this Captain Doran faid I 
talked:too much Englith; and if: } did 
not behave myfelf well, and be quiet, 
he had a method on board to make 
me. I was too well convinced of his 


power over me to doubt what he faid; 
ng ied ae and 
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and my former fufferings in the flave- 
fhip prefenting themfelves to my mind, 
the recollection of them made me 
fhudder. However, before I retired | 
{ told them that as I could not get any 
right among men here I hoped I 
fhould hereafter in Heaven; and 1im- 
mediately left the cabin, filled with re- 
fentment and forrow. The only coat 
Thad with me my mafter took away 
with him, and faid if my prize-money 
had been 10,0001. he had a right to it 
all, and would have taken it. I had 
about nine guineas, which, during my 
long fea-faring hfe, 1 had feraped to- 
‘gether from trifling perqurfites and 
little ventures ; and I hid it that inftant, 
left my mafter fhould take that from 
me likewife, ftill hoping that by fome 
‘means or other | fhoukd make my 
efcape to the fhore; and indeed fome 
of my old fhipmates told me not ta 
def{pair, 


iC oz WY 

defpair, for they would get me back 
again; and that, as foonas they could 
eet their pay, they would imme- 
diately come to Portfmouth to me, 
where this fhip was going: but, alas! 
all my hopes weve baffled, and the 
hour ef my deliverance was yet far off.. 
My matter, having foon conchaded his. 
bargain with the captain, came out of 
the cabin, and he and his people got. 
into the boat and put off; I followed 
them with aching eyes as long as I 
could, and: when they were out of 
fight I threw myfelf on the deck, 
while my heart was ready to burft with 
forrow and anguifh. 
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The author's refleEtions on bis fituation—Is 
deceived by a promife of being delivered 
—His defpair at failing for the Weft 
Indies—Arrives at Montferrat, where. 
be is fold to Mr. King—Various. m- 
serefling inflances of oppreffion, cruelty, 
and extortion, which the author faw 
prattifed upon the flaves in the Weft In- 
dies during bis captivity from the year 
1763 to 1766—Addref/s on it to the 
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Tuvs, at the moment I expected all 
my toils to end, was I plunged, asl 
fuppofed, in a new flavery; in compa- 
rifon of which all my fervice hitherto 
had 
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had been ¢ perfect freedom;’ and 
whofe horrors, always prefent to my 
mind, now rufhed on it with tenfold 
ageravation. I wept very bitterly for 
fome time: and began to think that I 
mutt have done fomething to difpleafe 
the Lord, that he thus punifhed me fo 
feverely. This filled me with painful. 
refletions on my paft conduct; I re- 
collected that on the morning of our 
arrival at Deptford I had rafhly {worn 
that as foon as we reached London | 
would fpend the day in rambling 
and fport. My confcience fmote me 
for this unguarded expreffion: I felt 
that the Lord was able to difappoint 
me in all things, and immediately con- 
fidered: my prefent fituation as a judg- 
ment of Heaven on account of my 
prefumption in fwearing: I therefore, 
with contrition of heart, acknowledged 
my tranfereffion to God, and poured 

out 
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out my foul before him with unfeigned 
repentance, and with earneft fupplica- 
tions I befought him not to abandon 
me in my diftrefs, nor caft me from 
his mercy for ever. In a little time 
my grief, {pent with its own violence, 
began to fubfide; and after the firft 
eonfufion of my thoughts was over L 
reflected with more calmnefs on my 
prefent condition: I confidered that 
trials and difappointments are fome-+ 
times for our good, and I thought God 
might perhaps have permitted this in 
order to teach me wifdom and refigna- 
tion; for he had hitherto fhadowed me 
with the wings of his mercy, and by 
his invifible but powerful hand brought 
me the way I knew not. Thefe re- 
fiections gave me a little comfort, and 
Irofe at laft from the deck with de- 
jection and forrow in my countenance, 
yet mixed with fome faint hope that 
the 
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the Lord would appear for my deli- 

verance. | 
Soon afterwards, as my new matter 
was going afhore, he called me to him, 
and told me to behave myfelf well, and 
do the bufinefs of the fhip the fame as 
any of the reft of the boys, and that F 
fhould fare the better for it; but I 
made him no anfwer. I was then afked 
if lcould fwim, and I faid, No. How- 
ever I was made to go under the 
deck, and was well watched. The 
next tide the fhip got under way, 
and foon after arrived at the Mother 
Bank, Portfmouth ; where fhe waited a 
few days for fome of the Weft India 
convoy. While I was here I tried 
every means I could devife amongtt 
the people of the fhip to get me a boat 
from the fhore, as there was none fuf- 
fered to come alongfide of the fhip; 
and their own, whenever it was ufed, 
i, was 


; we 
was hoifted in again immediately. Al 
failor on board took a guinea from me 
on pretence of getting me a boat; and 
promifed me, time after time, that it 
was hourly to come off.. When: he 
had the watch upon deck I watched 
alfo; and looked long enough, but all 
in vain; I could never fee either the: 
boat or my guinea again. And what- 
I thought was ftill the worft of all, the 
fellow gave information, as I after> 
wards found, all the while to the 
mates, of my intention to go off, if I 
‘could in any way do it; but, rogue 
like, he never told them he had got a: 
guinea from me to procure my efcape. 
However, after we had failed,- and his 
trick was made known to the fhip’s 
‘erew, I had fome fatisfaction in feeing 
him detefted and defpifed by them all 
for his behaviour to me. I was ftill 
in hopes that my old fhipmates wouid 
jal? not 
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not forget their promife to come for 
me to Portfmouth: and, indeed, at 
laft, but not till the day before we 
failed, fome of them did come there, 
and fent me off fome oranges, and 
other tokens of their regard. ‘hey. 
alfo fent me word they would come 
- off to me themfelves the next, day or 
the day after; and-a lady alfo, wha 
lived in Gofport, wrote to me that fhe 
would come and take me out of the 
fhip at the fame time. This lady had 
been once very intimate with my former — 
mafter: I ufed to fell and take care of a 
great deal of property for her, in dif- 
ferent fhips; and in return fhe always 
fhewed great friendthip for me, and 
ufed to tell my mafter that fhe would. 
take me away to live with her: but, un- 
fortunately for me, a difagreement foon 
afterwards took place between them; 
and fhe was fucceeded in my mafter’s 

| good. 
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good graces by another lady, who ap= 
peared fole miftrefs of the /Etna, and 
moftly lodged on board. 1 was not 
fo great a favourite with this lady as 
with the former; fhe had conceived a 
pique againf{ me on fome occafion 
when fhe was on board, and fhe did 
not fail to inftigate my matter to treat 
me in the manner he did*. 

Elowever,. the next morning, the 
goth of December, the wind being 
brifk and eafterly, the CHolus frigate, 
which was to efcort the convoy, made 


a. fignal for failing. All the fhips 


% Thus was I facrificed to the envy and refent-. 
ment of this woman fer knowing that the lady 
whom fhe had fucceeded in my mafter’s good 
graces defigned to take me into her fervice; which, 
had I once got on fhore, fhe would not have:been 
able to prevent, She felt her pride alarmed at the 
fuperiority of her rival in being attended by a black 
fervant: it was not lefs to prevent this than to be 
revenged on me, that the caufed the captain to treat: 
me thus cruelly, 
Wisi then 
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then got up their anchors; and, be- 
fore any of my friends had an oppor- 
tunity .to come off to my relief, to 
my inexpreffible anguifh our fhip 
“had got under way. What tumul- 
tuous emotions agitated my foul when 
the convoy got under fail, and I a 
prifoner on board, now without hope! 
I kept my fwimming eyes upon the 
land in a ftate of unutterable grief; not 
knowing what to do, and defpairing 
how to help myfelf. While my mind 
was, in this fituation the fieet failed on, 
and in one day’s time I loft fight of the 
wifhed-for land. In the firft expref- 
fions of my grief I reproached my 
fate, and wifhed I had never been 
born. I was ready to curfe the tide 
that bore us, the gale that wafted my 
prifon, and even the fhip that con- 
ducted us; and I called on death to 


relieve me from the horrors I felt and 
dreaded. 
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dreaded, that I might be in that plac 


© Where flaves are free, and men opprefs no more, 
‘© Fool that I was, inur’d fo tong to pains 
« Totruft to hope, or dream of joy agaiit. 
cue ae ee Se ee ee Se * 
« Now drage’d once more beyond the weftern maine 
‘© To groan beneath fome daftard planter’s chain 5. 
«¢ Where my poor countrymen in bondage wait 
«© The long enfranchifement of ling’ring fate: 
« Hard ling’ring fate! while, ere the dawn of. days 
«© Rous’d by the lath they go ‘ther clieerlefs way 5 
‘« And as their fouls with fhame and anguifh burns, 
* Salute with groans unwelcome morn’s return» 
“¢ And, chiding ev’ry hour the flow-pac’d funy, 
« Purfue their toils till all his race is run. 
 Noeye to mark their fuff ‘rings with a tear; 
«« No friend to comfort, and no hope to cheer s. 
c¢ Then, like the dull unpity’d brutes, repair 
© To ftalls as wretched, and as coarfe a fare; 
*¢ Thank heaven one day of mis’ry was o'er, 
‘ Then fink to fleep, and wifh to wake no more *. 


* « The Dying Negro,” a poem originally publithed in: 
1773. Perhaps it may not be deemed impertinent here to 
had, that this elegant and pathetic little poem was occa- 
- fjoned, as appears by the advertifement prefixed to it, by 
the following incident. ‘* Ablack, who, a few days before 
add ran away from his mafter, and got himfelf chriftened, 
‘with intent to marry a white woman his fellow-fervant, be- 
ing taken and-fent on board a fhip in the Thames, took. an 
opportunity, of fhooting himfelf through the head.” The. 
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"The turbulence of my emotions how. 


ever naturally gave way to calmer 
thoughts, and I foon perceived what 
fate had decreed no mortal on earth 
could prevent. ‘The convoy failed on 
without any accident, with a pleafant 
gale and fmooth fea, for fix weeks, till 
February, when one morning the C&olus 
ran down a brig, one of the convoy, 
and fhe inftantly went down and was 
ingulfed in the dark recefles of the 
ocean. The convoy was immediately 
thrown into great confufion till it was 
day-light; and the Giolus was illumined 
with lights to prevent any farther muf- 
chief. On the 13th of February 1763, 
from the maft-head, we defcried our 
deftined ifland Montferrat; and foon 
after 1 beheld thofe 


«© Regions of forrow, doleful fhades, where peace — 
« And reft can rarely dwell. Hope never comes 

«© That comes to all, but torture without end 

Stil urges.” 


At 
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At the fight of this land of bondage, . 
a frefh horror ran through all my frame, 
and chilled me to the heart. My for- 
mer flavery now rofe in dreadful re-_ 
view tomy mind, and difplayed no- 
thing but mifery, firipes, and chains ; 
and, inthe firft paroxy{m of my orief, 
I called upon God’s thunder, and his 
avenging power, to direct the ftroke of 
death to me, rather than permit me to 
ecome a flave, and be fold from lord 
to lord. 

In this ftate of my mind our fhip 
came to an anchor, and foon after dif- 
charged her cargo. I now knew what 
it was to work hard; I was made to | 
help to unload and load the thip. | 
And, to comfort me in my diftrefs in 
that time, two of the failors robbed 
me of all my money, and ran away 
from the fhip. I had been fo long 


ufed to an European climate that at 
fart 
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“firft I felt the feorching Welt India 
fun very painful, while the dafhing. 
furf would tofs the boat and the peo- 
ple in it frequently above high water 
“mark. Sometimes our limbs were 
broken with this, or even attended 
with inflant death, and I was day by 

day mangled and torn. : 
About the middle of May, when the 
fhip was got ready to fail for England, 
I all the time believing that Fate’s 
blackeft clouds were gathering over 
amy head, and expecting their burfting 
would mix me with the dead, Cap- 
tain Doran fent for me afhore one 
morning, and | was told by the mef- 
fenger that my fate was then deter- 
mined. With fluttering fteps and 
trembling heart I came to the captain, 
and found with him one Mr. Robert 
King, a quaker, and the firft merchant 
-anthe place.. The captain then told 
me 
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me my former mafter had fent me 
‘there to be fold; butthat he had de- 
‘fired him to get me the beft mafter he 
could, as he told him I was a very de- 
{erving boy, which Captain Doran faid | 
he found to be true; and if he were 
to ftay in the Weft Indies he would be 
glad to keep me himfelf; but he 
could not venture to take me to Lon- 
don, for he was very fure that when I 
came there I would Jeave him, Iat 
that infant burft out a crying, and 
“begged much of him to take me to 
England with him, but all to no pur- 
pofe. He told me he had got me the 
very beft mafter in the whole ifland, 
with whom I fhould be as happy as if 
I were in England, and for that reafon 
he chofe to let him have me, though 
he could fell me to his own brother- 
in-law for a great deal more money. 
than what he got from this gentleman. 


Mr. 
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Mr. King, my new mafter, then made 
a reply, and faid the reafon he had 
bought me was on account of my good 
character; and, as he had not the leaft 
doubt of my good behaviour, I fhould 
be very well off with him. He alfo 
told me he did not live in the Welt 
Indies, but at Philadelphia, where he 
was going foon; and, as I underftood 
fomething of the rules of arithmetic, 
when we got there he would put me to 
Ychool, and fit me for a clerk. This 
converfation relieved my mind a little, 
and I left thofe gentlemen confiderably 
more at eafe in myfelf than when I 
came to them; and I was very grate- 
ful to Captain Doran, and even to my 
‘old mafter, for the character they had 
given me; a character which I after- 
wards found of infinite fervice to me. 
1 went on board again, and took leave 
of all my fhipmates; and the next day 
Vou. I. K the 
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the fhip failed. When fhe weighed 
anchor I went -to the waterfide and 
looked at her with a very withful and 
aching heart, and followed her with 
my eyes and tears until fhe was totally 
out of fight. I was fo bowed down 
with grief that 1 could not hold up my 
~ head fee many months; and if my new 
mafter had not been kind to me I be- 
lieve I fhould have died under it at laft. 
And indeed I foon found that he fully 
deferved the good character which Cap- 
tain Doran had given me of him; for 
he poffeffed a moft amiable difpofi- 
tion and temper, and was very chari- 
cable and humane. If any of his flaves 
behaved amifs he did not beat or ufe 
them ill, but parted with them. This. 
made them afraid of difobliging him ; 
and as he treated his flaves better than 
any other man on the ifland, fo he 


was better and more faithfully ferved 
by 
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Dy them inreturn. By his kind treat- 
ment I did at laft endeavour to com- 
pofe myfelf ; and with fortitude, though 
smoneylefs, determined to face what- 
ever fate had decreed for me. Mr. 
King foon afked me what I could do; 
and at the fame time faid he did not 
mean to treat me as a common flave. 
I told him I knew. fomething of fea- 
manfhip, and could fhave and drefs 
hair pretty well; and I could refine 
wines, which I had learned on fhip- 
board, where I had often done it; and 
that I could write, and underftood 
arithmetic tolerably well as far as 
the Rule of Three. He then afked . 
me if I knew any thing of gauging; 
and, on my anfwering that I did not, 
he faid one of his clerks fhould teach 
me to gauge. 

Mr. King dealt in all manner of 
merchandize, and kept frem one to 
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4ix clerks. He loaded many. vefiels 
in a year; particularly to Philaded- 
phia, where he was born, and was 
conneéted with a great mercantile houfe _ 
in that city. He had befides many 
veffels and droggers, of different fizes, 
which ufed to go about the ifland 3 
and others to collect rum, fugar, and | 
other goods. I underftood pulling 
and managing thofe boats very well; 
and this hard work, which was the 
frft that he fet me to, in the fugar 
feafons ufed to be my conftant employ- 
ment. I have rowed the boat, and 
flaved at the oars, from one hour to 
fixteen in the twenty-four; during 
-which I had fifteen pence fterling per 
day to live on, though fometimes only 
ten pence. However this was confi- 
derably more than was allowed to 
other flaves that ufed to work with 
me, and belonged to other gentlemen 
on 
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en the ifland: thofe poor fouls had 
never more than nine pence per day, 
and feldom more than fix pence, from 
their mafters or owners, though they 
earned them three or four pifterines® : 
for it is a common practice in the 
Weft Indies for men to purchafe flaves 
though they have not plantattons them- 
felves, in order to let them out to 
planters and merchants at fo much a 
piece by the day, and they give what 
allowance they chufe out of this pro- 
duce of their daily work to their flaves 
for fubfiftence; this allowance is often 
very fcanty. My mafter often gave 
the owners of thefe flaves two and a 
half of thefe pieces per day, and found 
the poor fellows in victuals himfelf, be- 
eaufe he thought their owners did not 
feed them well enough according to the 


* Thefe pifterines are of the value of a fhilling. 
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work they did. The flaves ufed to like 
this very well; and, as they knew my 
mafter to be a man of feeling, they 
were always glad to work for him 
in preference to any other gentleman ; 
fome of whom, after they had been 
paid for thefe poor people’s labours, 
would not give them their allowance 
out of it. Many times have I even 
feen thefe unfortunate wretches beaten 
for afking for their pay; and often 
feverely flogged by their owners if 
they did not bring them their daily 
or weekly money exaCly to the time; 
though the poor creatures were obliged 
to wait. on the gentlemen they had 
worked for fometimes for more than 
half the day before they could get 
their pay; and this generally on Sun- 
days, when they wanted the time for 
themfelves. In particular, I knew a 
countryman of mine who once did not 
bring 
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bring the weekly moncy directly that 


it was earned; and though he brought 
it the fame day to his mafter, yet he 
was ftaked to the ground for this pre- 
rended negligence, and was jull going 
to receive a hundred lathes, but for 
a gentleman who begged him off fifty. 
This poor man was very induttrious 3 
and, by his frugality, had faved fo 
much money by working on fhipboard, 
that he had got a white man to buy 
him a boat, unknown to his matter. 
Some time after he had this little 
eftate the governor wanted a boat to 
bring his fugar from different parts of 
the ifland; and, knowing this to be a 
iegro-man’s boat, he feized upon if 
for himfelf, and would not pay the 
owner a farthing. The man on this 
went to his mafter, and complained 
to him of this act of the governor; 
but the only fatisfaction he received 
‘ Be 4 was 
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was to be damned very heartily by 
his mafter, who afked him how dared 
any of his negroes to have a boat. 
If the juftly-merited ruin of the go- 
vernor’s fortune could be any grati- 
fication to the poor man he had thus 
robbed, he was not without confola- 
tion. Extortion and rapine are poor: 
providers; and forme time after this 
the governor died in the King’s Bench 
in England, as I was told, in great 
poverty. The laft war favoured this 
poor negro-man, and he found fome 
means to efcape from his Chriftian 
mafter: he came to England; where 
I faw him afterwards feveral times. 
Such treatment as this often drives 
thefe miferable wretches to defpair, 
and they run away from their mafters 
at the hazard of their lives. Many of 
them, in this place, unable to get their 
pay when they have earned it, and fear 
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ing to be flogged, as utual, if they 
return home without it, run away 
where they can for fhelter, and a re- 
ward is often offered to bring them in 
dead or alive. My mafter ufed fome- 


times, in thefe cafes, to agree with their 
owners, and to fettle with them him- 
felf; and thereby he faved many of 
them a flogging. 

Once, for a few days, I was let 
out to fita veflel, and I had no victuals 
allowed me by either party; at laft I 
told my mafter of this treatment, and 
he took me away from it. In many 
of. the eftates, on the different iflands 
where I ufed to be fent for rum or 
fugar, they would not deliver it to me, 
or any other negro; he was therefore 
obliged to fend a white man along 
with me to thofe places; and then he 
ufed to pay him from fix to ten pil- 
terines a day. From being thus em- 
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ployed, during the time I ferved Mr. 
King, in going about the different 
eftates on the ifland, I had all the op- 
portunity I could wifh for to fee the 
dreadful ufage of the poor men; ufage 
that reconciled me to my fituation, 
and made me blefs God for the hands 
into which I had fallen. 

I had the good fortune to pleafe my 
mafter in every department in which 
he employed me; and there was 
{carcely any part of his bufinefs, or 
houfehold affairs, in which I was not 
occafionally engaged. J often fup- 
plied the place of a clerk, in receiving 
and delivering cargoes to the fhips, in 
tending ftores, and deliverin@*oods : 
and, befides this, I ufed tofhave and. 
drefs my mafter when convenient, and 
take care of his horfe; and when it 
was neceflary, which was very often, 
1 worked likewife on board of different 
veffels 
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yefiels of his. By thefe means 1 be- 
came very ufeful to my matter; and 
faved him, as he ufed to acknowledge, 
above a hundred pounds a year. Nor 
did he fcruple to fay I was of more ad- 
vantage to him than any of his clerks; 
though their ufual wages in the Weft 
Indies are from fixty to 4 hundred 
pounds current a year. 

I have fometimes heard it afferted 
that a negro cannot earn his mafter 
the firft coft; but nothing can be fur- 
ther from the truth. I fuppofe nine 
tenths of the mechanics throughout 
the Weft Indies are negro flaves; and 
1 well know the coopers among them 
earn two dollars. a day; the carpenters 


the fame, and oftentimes mere; a5 


alfo the mafons, fmiths, and fither- 
men, &c. and I have known many 
flaves whofe mafters would not take 
a thoufand pounds current for them, 
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But furely this affertion refutes itfelf ; 
for, if it be true, why do the planters 
and merchants pay fuch a price for 
flaves? And, above all, why do thofe 
who make this affertion exclaim the 
mott loudly againft the abolition of the 
flave trade? So much are men blinded, 
and to fuch inconfiftent arguments are 
they driven by miftaken intereft! I 
grant, indeed, that flaves are fome 
times, by half-feeding, half-clothing, 
over-working and ftripes, reduced fe 
Jow, that they are turned out as unfit 
for fervice, and left to perifh in the 
woods, or expire:on a dunghill. 

My matter was feveral times offered 
by different gentlemen one hundred - 
guineas for me; but he always told 
them he would not fell me, to my 
great joy: and] ufed to double my di- 
ligence and care for fear of getting into 
the hands of thole men_who did not 
allow 


acon. 


allow 2a valuable flave the common 
fupport of life. Many of them even 


ufed to find fault with my mafter for 
feeding his flaves fo well as he did; 
although I often went hungry, and an 
Englifhman might think my fare very 
indifferent; but he ufed to tell them 
he always would do it, becaufe the 
flaves thereby looked better and did 
more work. 
While I was thus employed by my 
matter I was often a witnefs to cruelties 
of every kind, which were exercifed on 
my unhappy fellow flaves. I ufed 
frequently to have different cargoes of 
new negroes in my care for fale; and it 
was almoft a conflant practice with our 
clerks, and other whites, to commit 
violent depredations on the chaftity of 
the female flaves; and thefe I was, 
though with reluctance, obliged to 
fabmit to at all times, being unable to 
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help them. When we have had fome 
of thefe flaves on board my matfter’s. 
veffels to carry them to other ilands, 
or to America, I have known our 
mates to commit thefe acts moft fhame- 
fully, to the difgrace, not of Chriftians. 
only, but of men. I have even known 
them gratify their brutal paffion witlr 
females not ten years old; and thefe 
abominations fome of them prattifed 
to fuch feandalous excefs, that one of 
our captains difcharged the mate and: 
others on that account. And yet in 

Montferrat I have feen a negro man 
- ftaked to the ground, and cut moft 
fhockingly, and then his ears cut off 
bit by bit, becaufe he had been con- 
nected with a white woman who was a 
common proititute: as if it were no 
crime in the whites to rob an innocent 
African girl of her virtue; but moit 
heinous in a black man only to gratify 
a paflion 
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2 paifion of nature, where the tempta- 


tion was offered by one of a different 
colour, though the mof abandoned 
woman of her fpecies. Another negro 
man was half hanged, and then burnt, 
for attempting to poifon a cruel over- 
feer. Thus by repeated eruelties are 
the wretched firft urged to defpair, 
and then murdered, becaufe they ftll 
retain fo much of human nature about 
them as to with to put an end to their 
mifery, and retaliate on their tyrants : 
Thefe overfeers are indeed for the moft 
part perfons of the wortt character of 
any denomination of men in the Welt 
Indies. Unfortunately, many humane 
centlemen, by not refiding on their 
eftates, are obliged to leave the ma- 
nagement of them in the hands of thefe 
human butchers, who cut and mangle 
the flaves in a (hocking manner on the 
moft trifling occafions, and altogether 

treat 
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treat them in every refpect like brutess 
They pay no regard to the fituation. of 
pregnant women, nor the leaft atten- 
tion to the lodging of the field negroes. 
Their huts, which ought to be well co- 
vered, and the place dry. where they 
take their little repofe, are often open 
fheds, built in damp places; fo that, 
when the poor creatures return tired 
from the toils of the field, they con- 
tract many diforders, from being ex- 
pofed to the damp air in this uncom- 
fortable ftate, while they are heated, 
and their pores are open. — This ne- 
elec certainly confpires with many 
others to caufe a decreafe in the births 
as well as in the lives of the grown 
negroes. I can quote many inftances 
of gentlemen who refide on their 
eftates in the Weft Indies, and then 
the fcene is quite changed ; the negroes 
are treated with lenity and proper care, 
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by which their lives are prolonged, 
and their mafters are profited. To 
che honour of humanity, I knew feve- 
ral gentlemen who managed their 
eftates in this manner; and they found 
that benevolence was their true inte- 
reft. And, among many I could men- 
tion in feveral of the iflands, I knew 
one in Montferrat * whofe flaves look- 
ed remarkably well, and never needed 
any frefh fupplies of negroes; and. 
there are many other eftates, efpecially 
in Barbadoes, which, from fuch judi- 
cious treatment, need no frefh ftock of 
negroes at any time. I have the ho- 
nour of knowing a moft worthy and 
humane gentleman, who is a native of 
Barbadoes, and has eftates there 4, 
This gentleman has written a treatife 
on the ufage of his own flaves. He 


* Mr. Dubury, and many others, Montferrat. 
+ Sir Philip Gibbes, Baronet, Barbadoes. 
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allows them two hours for refrefhment. 
at mid-day; and many other indul- 
gencies and comforts, particularly in 
their lying; and, befides this, he raifes 
more provifions on his eftate than they 
can deitroy ; fo that by thefe attentions 
he faves the lives of his negroes, and: 
keeps them healthy, and as happy as: 
the condition of flavery can admit. L 
myfelf, as thall appear in the fequel, 
managed an eflate, where, by thofe at-. 
tentions, the negroes were uncommon- 
ly cheerful and healthy, and did more 
work by half than by the common mode 
of treatment they ufually do. For want, 
therefore, of fuch care and attention 
to the poor negroes, and otherwife op- 
preffed as they are, it is no wonder 
that the decreafe fhould require 20,000 
new negroes annually to fill up the 
vacant places of the dead. 


Even in Barbadoes, notwithftanding 
thofe 
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thofe humane exceptions which I have 


mentioned, and others I am acquaint- 
ed with, which juftly make it quoted 
as a place where flaves meet with the 
‘Bett treatment, and need fewelt recruits 
of any in the Weft Indies, yet this 
ifland requires 1000 negroes annually 
to keep up the original ftock, which tis 
only 80,000. So that the whole term 


of a negro’s life may be faid to be there. 


but fixteen years !*#* And yet the cli- 
mate here is in every refpect the fame 
as that from which they are taken, 
except in being more wholefome. 
Do the Britith colonies decreafe in this 
manner? And yet what a prodigious 
difference is there between an Englifh 
and Weft India climate ? 

- While I was in Montferrat I knew a 
‘negro man, named Emanuel Sankey, 
who endeavoured to efcape from his 


* Benezet’s Account of Guinea, p. 16. 
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miferable bondage, by concealing him 
felf on board of a London. thip: but 
fate did not favour the poor oppreficd: _ 
man; for, being difcovered when the: 
vefiel was under fail, he was delivered. 
up again to his matter. This-Chxifiam 
mafter immediately pinned the wretch 
down to the ground at each wrift and 
ancle, and then took fome fticks of feal- 
ing wax, and lighted them, and drop= 
ed it all over his back. There was an- 
other mafter who was noted for cruelty ; 
and I believe he had not a flave but 
what had been cut, and had _ pieces. 
fairly taken out of the flefh: and, after 
they had been punithed thus, he ufed 
to make them get into.a long wooden. 
box or cafe he-had for that purpofe, in. 
which he fhut them up during pleafure. 
It was juft about the height and breadth, 
of aman; and the poor wretches had 
no room, when in the cafe, to move. 
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‘It was very common in feveral of 
the iflands, particularly in St. Kitt’s, 
for the flaves to be branded with the 
initial letters of their mafter’s name; 
and a load of heavy iron hooks hung 
about their necks. Indeed on the mot 
trifling occafions they were loaded with 
chains; and often inftruments of tor- 
ture were added. The iron muzzle, 
thumb-ferews, &c. are fo well known, 
as not to need a defcription, and were 
fometimes applied for the flighteft 
faults. I have feen a negro beaten 
till fome of his bones were broken, for 
even letting a pot boil over. Is it fur- 
prifing that ufage like this fhould drive 
the poor creatures to defpair, and make 
them feek a refuge in death from thofe 


evils which render their lives into- 
Jerable—while, 


“¢ With fhudd’ring horror pale, and eyes aghaft, 
«¢ They view their lamentable lot, and find 
** No refit?” 
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This they frequently do. A ne 
ero-man on board a vefiel of my 
mafter, while 1 belonged to her, 
having been put in irons for fome 
trifling mifdemeanor, and kept in that 
{tate for fome days, being weary of 
life, took an opportunity of jumping 
overboard into the fea; however, he 
was picked up without being drowned. 
Another, whofe life was alfo a burden 
to him. refolved to flarve himfelf to 
death, and refufed to eat any victuals ; 
this procured hima fevere flogging : 
and he alfo, on the firft occafion which 
offered, jumped overboard at Charles 
‘Town, but was faved. 

Nor is there any greater regard fhewn 
to the little property than there is to 
the perfons and lives of the negroes. 
I have already related an inftance or 
two of particular oppreffion out of 
many which I have witnefled; but 
the 
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the following is frequent in all the 
iflands, The wretched field-flaves, af- 
ter toiling all the day for an unfeeling 
owner, who gives them but little vic- 
tuals, fteal fometimes a few moments 
from reft or refrefhment to gather fome 
{mall portion of grafs, according. as 
their time willadmit. This they com- 
monly tie up in a parcels (either a bit, 
worth fix pence; or half a bit’s-worth) 
and bring it to town, or to the market, 
to fell. Nothing is more common 
than for the white people on this oc- 
cafion to take the grafs from them 
without paying for it; and not only 
fo, but too often alfo, to my know- 
ledge, our clerks, and many others, 
at the fame time have committed acts 
of violence on the poor, wretched, and 
helplefs females; whom I have feen for 
hours fland crying to no purpofe, and 
' get no redrefs or pay of any kind. Is 
net 
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*ot this one common and crying fin 
‘enough to bring down God’s judg- 
ment on the iflands? He tells us the 
oppreflor and the opprefied are both | 
in his hands; and if thefe are not the 
poor, the broken-hearted, the blind, 
the captive, the bruifed, which our 
Saviour {peaks of, who are they? One 
of thefe depredators once, in St. Eu- 
ftatia, came on board of our veffel, 
and bought fome fowls and pigs of - 
me; anda whole day after his depar- 
ture with the things he returned again 
and wanted his money back: I refufed 
to give it; and, not feeing my captain 
on board, he began the common pranks 
with me; and fwore he would even 
break open my cheft and take my mo- 
ney. I therefore expected, as my cap- 
tain was abfent, that he would be as 
ood as his word: and he was juft pro- 


ceeding to firike me, when fortunately 
. a Britifh 


ae 

a Britith feaman on. board, whofe heart 
had not been debauched by a Weft 
India climate, interpofed and pre- 
vented him. But had the cruel man 
{truck me I certainly fhould have de- 
fended myfelf at the hazard of my life; 
for what is life toa man thus oppreffed ? 
He went away, however, {wearing ; 
and threatened that whenever he caught 
me on fhore he would fhoot me, and 
pay for me afterwards. 

The {mall account in which the hfe 
of a negro is held in the Weft Indies 
is fo univerfally known, that it might 
feem impertinent to quote the follow- 
ing extract, if fome people had not 
been hardy enough of late to affert 
that negroes are on the fame footing in 
that refpect as Europeans, By the 
329th Ac, page 125, of the Affembly 
of Barbadoes, it is enacted * That if 
‘ any negro, or other flave, under pu- 
‘ nifhment by his mafter, or his order, 
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€ for running away, or any other crime 
< or mifdemeanor towards his faid 
€ mafter, unfortunately fhall fuffer in 
* life or member, no perfon what- 
€ foever fhall be liable to. a fine; but 
€ if any man fhall out of wantonne/s, 
© or only of bloody-mindedaefs, or cruel 
© intention, wilfully kill a negro, or other 
flave, of bis own, he shall pay into the 
« public treafury fifteen pounds fterling.’ 
And it is the fame in moft, if not all, 
of the Weft India iflands. Is not this 
one of the many acts of the iflands 
which call loudly for redrefs? And 
do not the affembly which enacted it 
deferve the appellation of favages and 
brutes rather than of Chriftians and 
men? Itis an a at once unmerciful, 
unjutt, and unwife; which for cruelty 
would difgrace an affembly of thofe 

who are cated barbarians ; and for its 
injuftice and iafanity would thock the 
morality | 
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“morality and common fenfe of a Sa» 
maide or a Hottentot. 

Shocking as this and many more acts 
of the bloody Weft India code at firlt 
view appear, how is the iniquity of it 
heightened when we confider to whom 
it may be extended! Mr. James To- 


bin, a zealous labourer in the vineyard 


of flavery, gives an account ofa French 
planter of his acquaintance, in the 
afland of Martinico, who fhewed him 
many mulattoes working in the fields 
dike beafts of burden; and he told Mr. 
~ Tobin thefe were all the produce of his 
‘own loins! And I myfelf have known 
fimilar inftances. ‘Pray, reader, are 
thefe fons and daughters of the French 
planter lefs his children by being be- 
gotten on a black woman? And what 
mutt be the virtue of thofe legiflators, 
and the feelings of thofe fathers, who 
eftimate the lives. of their fons, how- 
ever begotten, at no more than fif- 
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teen pounds ; though they thould be 
murdered, as the act fays, out of wan- 
ronnefs and bloody-mindednefs! But 18 
not the flave trade entirely a war with 
the heart of man? And furely that - 
which is begun by breaking down the 
barriers of virtue involves in its conti- 
nuance deftruction to every principle, 
and buries all fentimients in ruin! ~ 
I have often feen flaves, particularly 
thofe who were meagre, in different 
iflands, put into fcales and weighed ;- 
and then fold from three pence to fix 
pence or nine pence a pound. My 
matter, however, whofe humanity was 
fhocked at this mode, ufed to fell fuch 
by the lump. And at or after a fale 
it was not uncommon to fee negroes 
taken from their wives; wives taken 
from their hufbands, and children from 
their parents, and. fent off to other 
ifiands, and wherever elfe their mer- 


cilefs lords chofe; and probably never 
? more 
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more during life to fee each other! 
Oftentimes my heart has bled at thefe 
partings; when the friends of the de- 
parted have been at the water fide, 
and, with fighs and tears, have kept 
their eyes fixed on the veffel till it 
went out of fight. , 

A. poor Creole negro | knew well, 
who, after having been often thus 
tranfported from ifland to ifland, at 
laft -refided in Montferrat.. This man 
ufed to tell me many melancholy tales 
of himfelf. Generally, after he had 
done working for his mafler, he ufed 
to employ his few leifure moments to 
go a fifhing. When he had caught 
any fith, his mafter would frequently 
take them from him without paying 
him; and at other times fome other 
white people would ferve him in the 
fame manner. One day he faid to me, 
very movingly, ‘ Sometimes when a 
‘ white man take away my fifh I go to 
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‘ my mafer, and he get me my right; 
“ and when my mafer by ftrength take 
4 away my fifhes, what me muft do? 
‘ I can’t go to any body to be rghted ; 
‘ then’ faid the poor man, looking up 
above * I muft look up to God Mighty 
‘in the top for right.’ This artlefs 
tale moved me much, and I could not 
help feeling the juft caufe Mofes had 
in redreffing his brother againft the 
Egyptian, I exhorted the man to look 
up ftill to the God on the top, fince 
there was no redrefs below. Though 
T little thought then that I myfelf fhould 
more than once experience fuch impo- 
fition, and read the fame exhortation 
hereafter, in my own tranfaCtions in 
the iflands; and that even this poor 
man and I fhould fome time after fuffer 
together in the fame manner, as fhall 
be related hereafter. 

Nox was fuch ufage as this confined 
to particular places or individuals 3 for, 
in 
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in all the different iflands in which f 
have been (and I have vifited no lefs 
than fifteen) the treatment of the flaves 
was nearly the fame; fo nearly indeed, 
that the hiftory of an ifland, or even a 
plantation, with a few fuch exceptions 
as I have mentioned, might ferve for 
a hiftory of the whole. Such a ten- 
dency has the flave-trade to debauch 
men’s minds, and harden them to every 
feeling of humanity! For I will not 
fuppofe that the dealers in flaves are 
born worfe than other men—No; it is 
the fatality of this miftaken avarice, 
that it corrupts the milk of human 
kindnefs and turns it into gall. 
And, had the purfuits of thofe men 
been different, they might have been. 
as generous, as tender-hearted and 
juft, as they are unfeehng, rapacious 
and cruel. Surely this. traffic cannot 
be good, which fpreads like a pefti- 
lence, and taints whiat it touches! 

L. 4, which: 
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which violates that fir natural right of 
mankind, equality and independency, 
and gives one mana dominion over his 
tellows which God could never intend! 
For it raifes the owner to a flate as far 
above man as it depreffes the flave be- 
Jow it; and, withall the prefumption 
of human pride, fets a diftinction be- 
tween them, immeafurable in extent, 
and endlefs in duration! Yet how mif- 
taken is the avarice even of the planters ? 
Are flaves more ufeful by being thus 
humbled to the condition of brutes, than 
they would be if fuffered to enjoy the pri- 
vileges of men? The freedom which 
diffufes health and profperity through- 

out Britain anfwers you—No. When 

you make men flaves you deprive 
them of half their virtue, you fet them 

in your own conduct an example of 
fraud, rapine, and cruelty, and compel 

them to live with you in a ftate of war ; 


and yet you complain that they are not 
hone ft 


ft Gage | 


honeft or faithful! You ftupify them 


with ftripes, and think it neceflary 
to keep them in a ftate of ignorance ; 
and yet you affert that they are in- 
capable. of learning; that their minds 
are fuch a barren foil or moor, that cul- 
ture would be loft on them; and that 
they come from a climate, where na- 
ture, though prodigal of her bounties 
in a degree unknown to yourfelves, 
has. left man alone fcant and unfinith- 
ed, and incapable of enjoying the trea-~ 
{ures fhe has poured out for him!—An 
affertion at once impious and abfurd. 
Why do you ufe thofe inftruments of 
torture? Are they fit to be applied by. 
one rational being to another ? And are 
ye not ftruck with fhame and mortifi- 
cation, to fee the partakers of your na- 
ture reduced fo low? But, above all, 
are there no dangers attending this 
mode of treatment? Are you not 
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hourly in dread of an infurrection ? 
Nor would it be furprifing: for when 
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No peace is given 

** To us enflav’d, but cuftody fevere ; 

* And ftripes and arbitrary puni{hment 

‘* Inflicted—What peace can we return? 

‘* But to our power, hoftility and hate; 

““ Untam’d relu€tance, and revenge, though flow. 
** Yet ever plotting how the conqueror leaf 

‘* May reap his conqueft, and may leaft rejoice. 
 Indoing what we moft in fuffering feel.” 


But by changing your conduct, and 
treating. your flaves. as men, every 
caufe of fear would be banifhed. They 
would be faithful, honeft, intelligent 
atid vigorous ;. and peace, profperity,. 
and happinefs, would attend you. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Some account of Brimftone-Hill in Moae- 
ferrat—Favourable change in the au- 
thor’s fituation—He commences merchant 
with three pence—His various fuccefs in 
dealing in: the different iflands, and Ame- 
rica, and the impofitions he meets with in 
his tranfattions with’ Europeans—A cu- 
rious inepofition on human nature—Dan- 
ger of the furfs in the Weft Indies— 
Remarkable inflanee of kidnapping a free 
mulatto—The author is nearly murdered 
by Dotter Perkins in: Savanuah.. 7 


fy the preceding chapter I have fet 
before the reader a few of thofe many 
inftances of oppreffion, extortion, and: 
emelty, which I: have been. a witnefs 
LG to 
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to in the Weft Indies: but, were-I to 
enumerate them all, the catalogue would 
be tedious and difgufting. ‘The punifh- 
ments of the flaves on every trifling 
occafion are fo frequent, and fo well 
known, together with the different in- 
{truments with which they are tortured, 
that-it cannot any longer afford novelty 
.to recite them; and they are too fhock- 
ing to-yield delight either to the writer 
‘or’ the reader. I fhall therefore here- 
after only mention fuch as incidentally 

-befel myfelf in the courfe of my adven- 

tures. 

In the variety of deparments in which 

I was employed by my mafter, I had 

an opportunity of feeing many curious 
{cenes in different iflands; but, above 

all, I was {truck with a celebrated curi- 

ofity called Brimftone-Hill, which tsa 

high and fteep mountain, fome few 
miles from the town of Plymouth in 


Montferrat. I had often heard of fome 
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wonders that were to be feen on this 
hill, and I went once with fome white 
and black people to vifit it. When we 
arrived at the top, I faw under different 
cliffs great flakes of brimftone, occa- 
fioned by the fteams of various little 
ponds, which were then boiling natu- 
rally in the earth, Some of thefe ponds 
were as white as milk, fome quite 
blue, and many others of different co- 
lours. J had taken fome potatoes with 
me, and J put them into different ponds, 
and in a few minutes they were well 
boiled, Itafted fome of them, but they 
were very fulphurous; and the filver 
fhoe buckles, and all the other things 
of that metal we had among us, were, 
in a little time, turned as black as lead. 
Some time in the year 1763 kind Pro- 
vidence feemed to appear rather more 
favourable to me. One of my mafter’s 
veffels, a Bermudas floop, about fixty 
tons, was commanded by one Captain 
} Thomas 


[ 230 J 
Thomas Farmer, an Englifhman, a very « 
alert and active man, who gained my 
mafter a great deal of money by his. 
good management in carrying paffen- 
gers from one ifland to another; but 
very often his failors ufed to get drunk 
and run away from the veflel, which: 
hindered-him in his bufinefs very much. 
This man had taken a liking to me; 
and many different times begged of my 
matter to let me go a trip with him as. 
a failor; but he would tell him he 
could not fpare me, though the veflel 
fometimes could not go for want of 
hands, for failors were generally very. 
fearce in the ifland. However, at laft, 
from neceflity or force, my mafter was. 
prevailed on, though: very reluctantly, 
to let me go with this captain ; but he 
gave great charge to him to take care 
that I did not rum away, for if 1 did he 
would make him pay for me. This. 
being the cafe, the captain had for — 
fome: 
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fome time a fharp eye. upon me wher 
ever the veflel anchored; and as foon: 
_as fhe returned IT was fent for on fhore 
again. ‘Thus was. I flaving as it were 
for life, fometimes at one thing, and 
fometimes at another ; fo that the cap- 
tain and I were nearly the moft ufeful 
men in my mafter’s employment. 1 
alfo became fo ufeful to the captain 
on fhipboard, that many times, wher 
he ufed to afk for me to go witlr him,, 
though it fhould be but for twenty- 
four hours, to fome of the 1flands near 
us, my mafter would anfwer he could 
not fpare me, at which the captain 
would fwear, and would not go-the trips. 
and tell my mafter I was better to him 


en board than any three white men. he 


had; for they ufed to behave ill in 
many refpects, particularly in getting 
drunk; and then they frequently got 
the boat ftove, fo as to hinder the 
veffel from coming back as foon as. fhe 

* might 
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might have done. .This my matter 
knew very well; and at laft, by the 
captain’s conftant entreaties, after | had. 
been {everal times with him, one day, 
to my great joy, my mafter told me 
the captain would not let him reft, and 
afked me whether I would go aboard 
as a failor, or ftay on fhore and mind, 
the ftores, for he could not bear any 
longer to be plagued in this manner. 
I was very happy at this propofal, fer 
I immediately thought I might in time 
ftand fome chance by: being: on) board 
to get a little money, or poffibly make 
my efcape if I fhould be ufed ill: I 
alfo expected to get better food, and.in 
ereater abundance; for Thad felt much 
hunger oftentimes, though my, mafter 
treated his flaves, as I have obferved, 
uncommonly well: I therefore, with- 
out hefitation, anfwered him,. that I 
would go and: be a failor if he pleated. 
Accordingly I was ordered on board 
directly. 
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dire€tly. » Neverthelefs, between the 
-veffel and the fhore, when fhe was in 
port, I had little or no reft, as my 
mafter always wifhed to have me along 
with him. Indeed he was a very plea- 
fant gentleman, and but for my expec- 
tations on thipboard I fhould not have 
thought of leaving him. But the cap- 
tain liked me alfo very much, and I 
was entirely his right-hand man. I did 
all I could to deferve his favour, and 
in return I received better treatment 
from him than any other I believe ever 
met with in the Weft Indies in my 
fituation. 

After I had been failing for fome time 
with this captain, at length I endea- 
voured to try my luck and commence 
merchant. I had but a very {mall ca- 
pital to begin with; for one fingle half 
bit, which is equal to three pence in 
England, ‘made up my whole ftock. 
However I trufted to the Lord to be 

with 
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‘with me; and at one of our trips to 
St. Euftatia, a Dutch ifland, I bought 
a glafs tumbler with my half bit, and 
when I came to Montferrat I fold it for 
a bit, or fixpence. Luckily we made 
feveral fucceffive trips to St. Euftatia 
(which was a general mart. for the 


Welt Indies, about twenty leagues from 


Montferrat); and in our next, finding 
my tumbler fo profitable, with this one 
bit I bought two tumblers more ; and 
when I came back I fold them for two. 
bits, equal to a fhilling fterling. When 
we went again I bought with thefe two. 
bits four more of thefe glaffes, which 
I fold for four bits on our return to 
Montferrat : and in our next voyage 
to St. Euftatia I bought two glaffes 
with one bit, and with the other three 
I bought a jug of Geneva, nearly about 
three pints in meafure. When we came 
to Montferrat I fold the gin for eight 
bits, and the tumblers for two, fo that 
my 
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my capital now amounted in all to a 
dollar, well hufbanded and acquired 
in the fpace of a month or fix weeks, 
when I bleffed the Lord that I was fo 
rich. As we failed to different iflands, 
I laid this money out in various things 
occafionally, and it ufed to turn out to 
very good account, efpecially when we 
went to Guadaloupe, Grenada, and the 
reft of the French iflands. ‘Thus was 
I going all about the iflands upwards 
of four years, and ever trading as I 
went, during which I experienced many 
inftances of ill ufage, and have feen 
many injuries done to other negroes in 


ty 


our dealings with Europeans: and, 
amidft our recreations, when we have 


been dancing and merry-making, they, 


without caufe, have molefted and in- 


faulted us. Indeed I was more than 


once obliged to look up to God on 
high, as I-had advifed the poor fifher~ 


| man fome time before. And I had not 


been 
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been long trading for myfelf in the 
manner I have related above, when I 
experienced the like trial in company — 
with him as follows: ‘This man being — 
uled to the water, was upon an emer- : 
gency put on board of us*by his matter 
to work as another hand, on a voyage 
to Santa Cruz; and.at our failing he 
had brought his little all for a venture, 
which confifted of fix bits’ worth of 
limes and oranges in.a bag; I had alfo 
my whole ftock, which was about twelve 
bits’ worth of the fame kind of goods, 
feparate in two bags; for we had heard 
thefe fruits fold well in that ifland. 
When we came there, in fome little 
convenient time he and I went afhore — 
with our fruits ‘to fell them; but we 

had fcarcely landed when we were met 
by two white men, who prefently took 
our three bags from us. We could 
not at firft guefs what they meant to 
do; and for fome time we thought 
they 
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they were jefting with us; but they too 
foon let us know otherwife, for they 
took our ventures immediately to a 
houfe hard by, and adjoining the fort, 
while we followed all the way begging 
of them to give us our fruits, but in 
vain. They not only refufed to return 
them, but fwore at us, and threatened 
if we did not immediately depart they 
would flog us well. We told them thefe 
three bags were all we were worth in the 
world, and that we brought them with 
us to fell when we came from Mont- 
ferrat, and fhewed them the veffel. 
But this was rather againft us, as they 
now faw we were ftrangers as well 
as flaves. They ftill:therefore fwore, 
and defired us to be-gone, and even 
took fticks to beat us; while we, feeing 
they meant what they faid, went off in 
the greateft confufion and defpair. 
Thus, in the very minute of gaining 
more by three times than I ever did 

by 


i 


by any venture in my life before, was I 
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deprived of every farthing I was 


worth. An infupportable misfortune ! 
but how to help ourfelves we knew 


w 


not. In our-confternation we went to — 
the commanding officer of the fort 


and told him’ how we had been ferved 
by fome of hispeople ; but we obtained 


-not the leaft redrefs: he anfwered our | 
complaints only by a volley of .impre- 


¥ 
; 
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‘cations againft us, and immediately — 


took.a horfe-whip, in order to chaftife — 
us, fo that we were obliged to turn — 
out much fafter than we came in. I 
now, in the agony of diftrefs and indig- 
nation, wifhed that the ire of God in his — 


forked lightning might transfix thefe 


cruel oppreffors among the dead. Still 
howeverwe perfevered; went back again - 


to the houfe, and begged and befought 


- 


them again and again for our fruits, 


till at laft fome other people that were — 


in the houfe afked if we would be 
3 contented 


contented if they kept one bag and 
gave us the other two. We, fecing no 
remedy whatever, cenfented to this; 
and they, obferving one bag to have 
both kinds of fruit in it, which be- 
longed to my companion, kept that ; 
and the other two, which were mine, 
they gave us back. As foonas I got 
them, I ran as faft as I could, and 
got the firft negro man I could to help 
me off; my companion, however, ftayed 
a little longer to plead; he told them 
the bag they had was his, and likewife 
all that he was worth in the world; 
‘but this was of no avail, and he was 
obliged to return without it. The 
poor old man, wringing his hands, 
cried bitterly for his lofs; and, indeed, 
he then did look up to God on _ high, 
which fo moved me with pity for him, 
that I gave him nearly one third of 
my fruits. We then proceeded to the 
markets to fell them; and Providence 

was 
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was more favourable to us than we 
could have expected, for we fold our 
fruits uncommonly well; I got for mine 
about thirty-feven bits. Such a fur- 
prifing reverfe of fortune in fo fhort a 


{pace of time feemed like a dream to ~ 


me, and proved no fmall encourage- 
ment for me to truft the Lord in any 
fituation. My captain afterwards fre- 
quently ufed to take my part, and get 
me my right, when I have been plun- 
dered or ufed ill by thefe tender Chrit- 


tian depredators ; among whom I have 


fhuddered to obferve the unceafing 


blafphemous execrations Which are wan- 


tonly thrown out by perfons of all 
ages and conditions, not only without 
occafion, but even as if they were in- 
dulgences and pleafure. | 

At one of our trips to St. Kitt’s I 
had eleven bits of my own; and my 
friendly captain lent me five bits more, 


with which I bought a Bible. I was 
very 


\ 
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very glad to get this book, which f 
fcarcely could meet with any where. 
I think there was none fold in Mont- 
ferrat; and, much to my grief, from 
being forced out of the A‘tna in the 
manner I have related, my Bible, and 
the Guide to the Indians, the two books 
I loved above all others, were left 
behind. 

While I was in this place, St. Kitt’s, 
a very curious impofition on human 
mature took place: —-.A white man 
wanted to marry in the church a free 
black woman that had land and flaves 
in Montferrat : but the clergyman told 
him it was againft the law of the place 
to marry a white and a black in the 
church. The man then afked to be 
‘married on the water, to which the 
parfon confented, and the two lovers 
went in one boat, and the parfon and 
clerk in another, and thts the cere- 
mony was performed. After this the 

Vou. I. M loving 
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leving pair came on board our veffel, 
and my captain treated them extremely 
well, and brought them fafe to Mont- 
ferrat. | } 
The reader cannot but judge of the 
itkfomenefs of this fituation to a mind 


A Senter ne agen 


like mine, in being daily expofed to 
new hardfhips and impofitions, after 
having feen many better days, and 
having been as it were in a ftate of 
freedom and plenty ; added to which, 

every part of the world I had hitherte | 
been in feemed to me a paradife in 

comparifon of the Weft Indies. My 

mind was therefore hourly replete with 7 
inventions and thoughts of being freed, __ 
and, if poffible, by henefl and honour- 
able means; for I always remembered 
the old adage; and I truft it has ever 
been my ruling principle, that honefly 
‘is the beft policy ; and likewife that 
other golden precept—to do unto all 
menas I would they fhould do unto 
me. 
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me. However, as I was from early 
years a predeftinarian, I thought what- 
ever fate had determined muft ever 
come to pafs; and therefore, if ever it 
were my lot to be freed nothing could 
prevent me, although I fhould at pre- 
fent fee no means or hope to obtain my 
freedom ; on the other hand, if it were 
my fate not to be freed I never fhould 
be fo, and all my endeavours for that 
purpofe would be fruitlefs. In the 
midft of thefe thoughts I therefore 
looked up with prayers anxioufly to 
God for my liberty; and at the fame 
time I ufed every honeft means, and 


endeavoured all that was poffible on. 


my part to obtain it. In procefs of time 
I became mafter of a few pounds, and 
in a fair way of making more, which 
my friendly captain knew very well ; 
this occafioned him. fometimes to take 
liberties with me: but whenever he 
treated me wafpifhly I ufed plainly to 

M 2 tell 
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tell him. my mind, and that I would 
die before I would be impofed on as 
other negroes were, and that to me life 
had loft its relth when liberty was gone. 
This I faid although I forefaw my then 
well-being or future hopes of freedom 
(humanly {peaking) depended on this 
man. However, as he could not bear 
the thoughts of my not failing with 
him, he always became mild on. my 
threats. I therefore continued with 
him ; and, from my great attention to 
his orders and his bufinefs, I gained him 
credit, and through his kindnefs to mé 
I at laft procured my liberty. While 


_ Ithus went on, filled with the thoughts 


of freedom, and refifting oppreffion as 
well as I was able, my life hung daily 
in fufpenfe, particularly in the furfs I 
have formerly mentioned, as I could 
not {wim. Thefe are extremely violent 
throughout the Weft Indies, and I was 
ever expofed to their howling rage and 


~ 
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devouring fury in all the iflands. i 
have feen them ftrike and tofs a boat 
right up an end, and maim feveral on 
board. Once in the Grenada iflands, 
when I and about eight others were 
pulling a large boat with two pun- 
cheons of water init, a furf ftruck us, 
and drove the boat and all in it about 
half a ftone’s throw, among fome trees, 
and above the high water mark. We 
were obliged to get all the affiftance we 
could from the neareft eftate to mend the 
boat, and launch it into the water again. 


At Montferrat one night, in preffing hard. 


to get off the fhore on board, the punt 
was overfet with us four times ; the firft 


time I was very near being drowneds. 


however the jacket I had on kept 
me up above water a little fpace of 
time, while I called on a man near me 
who, was a good fwimmer,. and told 
him I could not fwim; he then made. 


hafte to.me, and, juft asl was finking,, 
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he caught hold of me, and brought me 
to founding, and then he went and 


brought the punt alfo, As foon as we - 


had turned the water out of her, left 
we fhould be ufed ill for being abfent, 
we attempted again three times more, 
and as often the horrid furfs ferved us 
as. at firft; but at laft, the fifth time 
we attempted, we gained our point, 
at the imminent hazard of our lives, 
One day alfo, at Old Road in Mont- 
ferrat, our captain, and three men be- 
fides myfelf, were going in a large 
canoe in queft of rum and_ fugar, 
when a fingle furf toffed the canoe 
an amazing diftance from the water, 
and fome of us even a ftone’s throw 
from each other: moft of us were very 
much bruifed; fo that I and many 
more often faid, and really thought, 
that there was not fuch another place 
under the heavens as this. I longed 
therefore much to leave it, and daily 
wifhed 
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wifhed to fee my mafter’s promife per- 
formed of going to Philadelphia. While 
we lay in this place a very cruel thing 
happened on board of our floop which 
filled me with horror; though [ found 
afterwards fuch practices were fre- 
quent.. There was a very clever and 
decent free young mulatto-man who 
failed along time with us: he hada 
free woman for his wife, by whom he 
had a child; and the was then living 
on fhore, and all very happy. Our 
captain and mate, and other people on 
board, and feveral elfewhere, even the 
natives of Bermudas, all knew this 
young man from a child that he was 
always free, and no one had ever 
claimed him as their property: how- 
ever, as might too often overcomes 
right in thefe parts, it happened that a 
Bermudas captain, whofe veflel lay 
there for a few days in the road, came 
on board of us, and feeing the mulatto- 

M 4 man, 
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aman, whofe name was Jofeph Clipfon, 
he told: him he was not free, and that 
he had orders from his mafter to bring 
him to Bermudas. The poor man 
could not believe the captain to be in 
earneft; but he was very foon unde- 
ceived, his men laying violent hands on 
him: and although he thewed a certi- 
ficate of his being born free in St. 
Kutt’s, and moft. people on board knew 
that he ferved his time to boat-build- 
ing, and always paffed for a free man, 
yet he was taken forcibly out of our 
weflel. He then afked to be carried 
afhore before the fecretary or magif- 
trates, and thefe infernal invaders of 
human rights promifed him he fhould;: 
but, inftead of that, they carried him 
on board of the other veffel: and the 
next day, without giving the poor man 
any hearing on fhore, or fuffering him 
even to fee his wife or child, he was 

carried away, and probably doomed 

never 
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never more in this. world to fee they 
again. Nor was this the only inftance 
of this kind of barbarity I was a wit- 
nefs to. I have fince often: feen in: 
Jamaica and: other iflands free men,, 
whom I have Known in America, thus: 
villainoufly trepanned and held in bon- 
dage. I have heard of two fimilar prac-. 
tices even in Philadelphia: and were: 
it not for the benevolence of the quak-- 
ers in that city many of the fable race,, 
who now breathe the air of liberty,. 
would, I believe, be groaning indeed: 
under fome planter’s. chains. Thefe: 
things opened my mind to a: new {cene- 
of horror to which: I had been before a. 
ftranger. Hitherto I had thought only: 
flavery dreadful; but the ftate of a. 
free negro appeared to me now equally 
fo at leaft, and’ in fome refpects evem 
worfe,. for they live in conftant alarm, 
for their liberty; and even this 1s but 
nominal, for they are univerfally infulted: 
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and plundered without the poffibility 
of redrefs; for fuch is the equity of 
of the Weft Indian laws, that no free 
negro’s evidence will be admitted in 
their courts of juftice. In this fituation 
is it furprifing that flaves, when mildly 
treated, fhould prefer even the mifery 
of flavery to fuch a mockery of free- 
dom? I was now completely difgufted 
with the Weft Indies, and thought I 
never fhould be entirely free until I had 
left them. 


<¢ With thoughts like thefe my anxious boding mind 
* Recall’d thofe pleafing fcenes I left behind ; 

‘¢ Scenes where fair Liberty in bright array 

«© Makes darknefs bright, and e’en illumines day ; 
«¢ Where nor complexion, wealth, or ftation, can 
¢¢ Protect the wretch who makes a flave of man.” 


I determined to make every exertion 
to obtain my freedom, and to return 
to Old England. For this purpofe I 
thought a knowledge of navigation 
might be of ufe to me; for, though I 

| did 
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did not intend to run away unlefs I 
fhould be ill ufed, yet, in fuch a cafe, 
if I underftood navigation, I might 
attempt my efcape in our floop, which 
was one of the {wifteft failing veffels in 
the Weft Indies, and I could be at no 
lofs for hands to join me: andif I 
fhould make this attempt, I had in- 
tended to have gone for England; but 
this, as I faid, was only to be in theevent 
of my meeting with any ill ufage. 1 
therefore employed the mate of our vef- 
fel to teach me navigation, for which I 
agreed to give himtwenty-four dollars, 
and actually paid him part of the money 
down; though when the captain, fome 
time after, came to know that the mate 
“was to have fuch a fum for teaching 
me, he rebuked him, and faid it was 
a fhame for him to take any money 
from me. However, my progrefs in 
this ufeful art was much retarded by 


the conftancy of our work. Had I 
M 6 withed 
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wifhed to run away I did not want op+ 
portunities, which frequently prefented 
themfelves; and particularly at one 
time, foon after this, When we were 
at the ifland of Gaurdeloupe there was. 
a large fleet of merchantmen bound 
for Old France ; and, feamen then be- 
ang very fcarce, they gave from fifteen: 
to twenty pounds a man for the run.. 
Our mate, and all the white {failors,. 
left our veffel on this account, and. 
went on board of the French fhips. 
They would have had me alfo to go: 
with them, for they regarded me; and 


they fwore to protect me, if I would: 


go: and, as. the fleet was to fail the: 
next day, I really believe I could have 
got fafe to Europe at that time. How- 
ever,.as my maiter was kind, I would: 
not attempt to leave him. and,. re- 
membering the old maxim, that ‘ ho- 
nefty is the beft policy,’ 1 fuffered them 
to go without me. Indeed my captain: 
was much afraid of my leaving him 

; and 
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and the veffel at that time, as I had fo: 
fair an opportunity: but, I thank God, 
this fidelity of mine turned out much to 
my advantage hereafter, when I did 
not in the leaft think of it; and made 
me fo much in favour with the cap- 
tain, that he ufed now and then to 
teach me fome parts of navigation 
himfelf: but fome of our paffengers, 
and others, feeing this, found much 
fault with him for it, faying it was a 


very dangerous thing to let a negro 
know navigation; thus I was hindered: 
again in my purfuits. About the lat- 


ter end of the year 1764 my matter 


bought a larger floop, called the Pro-. 


vidence, about feventy or eighty tons, 


of which my captain had the com-. 
mand. J] went with him into this vef- 


fel, and we took a load of new flaves 


for Georgia. and Charles Town. My 


mafter now left me entirely to the 


captain, though he ftill withed for 
me 


; 
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me to be with him; but I, who 
always much wifhed to lofe fight of 
the Weft Indies, was not a little re- 


joiced at the thoughts of feeing any. 


ether country. Therefore, relying on 
the goodnefs of my captain, I got ready 
all the little venture I could; and, 
when the veffel was ready, we failed, 
to my great joy. When we got to our 
deftined places, Georgia and Charles: 
Town, I expected I fhould have an 
opportunity of felling my little pro- 
perty to advantage: but here, parti- 
cularly in Charles Town, I met with: 
buyers, white men, who impofed on 
me as in other places. Notwithftand- 
ing, I was refolved to have fortitude ; 
thinking no lot or trial. is too hard: 
when kind Heaven.is the rewarder. 
We foon got loaded again, and 
returned to Montferrat; and there, 
amongtt the reft of the iflands, I fold 
my goods well; and in this manner I 
continued 
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continued trading during the year 1764; 
meeting with various fcenes of impo- 
fition, as ufual. After this, my mafter 
fitted out his veffel for Philadelphia, 
in the year 1765; and during the 


time we were loading her, and get- 


ting ready for the voyage, I worked 
with redoubled alacrity, from the hope 
of getting money enough by thefe 
voyages to buy my freedom in time, 
if it fhould pleafe God ; and alfo to fee 
the town of Philadelphia, which I had 
heard a great deal about for fome years 
paft; befides which, I had always 
longed to prove my mafter’s promife 
the firft day I came to him. In the 
midft of thefe elevated ideas, and while 
I was about getting my little mer- 
chandize in readinefs, one Sunday my 
mafter fent for me to his houfe. When 
T came there I found him and the cap- 
tain together; and, on my going in, I 
was itruck with aftonifhment at his tell- 
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ing me he heard that I meant to run 
away from him when I got to Phila- 


delphia: ¢ And therefore,” faid he, °F | 


* muft fell you again: you coft me a 
* great deal of money, no lefs than 
* forty pounds flerling; and it will 
* not do. to lofe fo much. You area 
valuable fellow,’ continued he; ‘and 
I can get any day for you one hun- 
dred guineas, from many gentlemen: 
‘in this ifland.’ And then he told. 
me of Captain Doran’s brother-in-law,. 
a fevere mafter, who. ever wanted to: 
buy me to make me his overfeer. My 
eaptain alfo faid he could get much: 
more than a hundred guineas for me im 
Carolina. This-I knew to be a fact ;: 
for the gentleman that wanted to buy 
me came off feveral times on board of 


A 


us, and {poke to me to live with him, 


and faid he would ufe me well. When 
J afked what work he would put me to 
he faid, as I was. a failor, he would: 
make 
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make me a captain of one of his rice 
vefiels, But I refufed: and fearing, 
at the fame time, by a fudden turn I 
faw in the captain’s temper, he might 
mean to fell me, I told the gentleman 
I would not live with him on any con- 
dition, and that I certainly would run 
away with his veffel; but he faid he 
did not fear that, as he would catch 
me again; and then he told me how 
cruelly he would ferve me if I fhould 
do fo. My captain, however, gave 
him to underftand that I knew fome- 
thing of navigation: fo he thought 
better of it; and, to my great joy, 
he went away. I now told my matter 
I did not fay I would run away in Phi- 
ladelphia; neither did I mean it, as he 
did not ufe me ill, nor yet the captain: 
for if they did I certainly would have 
made fome attempts before now; but 
as I thought that if it were God’s will 
I ever fhould be freed it would be fo, 

and,. 


[358.4 
and, on the contrary, if it was not his 
will it would not happen; fo I hoped, 
if ever I were freed, whilft I was ufed 
well, it fhould be by honeft means; 
but, asI could not help myfelf, he muft 
do as he pleafed; I could only hope 
and truft to the God of Heaven; and 
at that inftant my mind was big with 
inventions and full of fchemes to 
efcape. I then appealed to the cap- 
tain whether he ever faw any fign of 
my making the leaft attempt to run 
away; and afked him if J did not al- 
ways come on board according to the 
time for which he gave me liberty ; 
and, more particularly,. when all our 
men left us at Gaurdeloupe and went 
on board of the French fleet, and ad- 
vifed me to go with them, whether I 
might not, and that he could not have 
got me again. To my no fmall fur- 
prife, and very great joy, the captain 
confirmed every fyllable that I had 
{aid : 
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faid-: and even more; for he faid he 
had tried different times to fee if I 
would make any attempt of this kind, 
both at St. Euftatia and in America, 
and he never found that I made the 
finalleft; but, on the contrary, I al- 
ways came on board according to his 
orders; and he did really believe, if 
I ever meant to run away, that, as 
I could never have had a better op- 
portunity, I would have done it the 
night the mate and all the people 
left our veffel at Gaurdeloupe. The 
captain then informed my matter, who 
had been thus impofed on by our mate, 
though I did not know who was my 
enemy, the reafon the mate had for 
impofing this lie upon him; which was, 
becaufe I:had acquainted the captain 
of the provifions the mate had given 
away or taken out of the vefiel. 
This {peech of the captain was like life 


to the dead to me, and inftantly my 
| foul 
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foul glorified God; and ftill more fo 
on hearing my mafter immediately fay 
that I was a fenfible fellow, and he 
never did intend to ufe me as a com- 
mon flave; and that but for the en- 
treaties of the captain, and his cha- 
racter of me, he would not have let 
me go from the ftores about as kf 
had done; that alfo, in fo doing, 
he thought by carrying one litttle 
thing or other to different places to 
That he 


alfo intended to encourage me in this 


fell L might make money. 


by crediting me with half a puncheon 
of rum and half a hogfhead of fugar at 
atime; fo that, from being careful, I 
might have money enough, in fonie 
time, to purchafe my freedom; and, 
when that was thecafe, I might depend 
upon it he would let me have it for 
forty pounds fterling money, which 
was only the fame price he gave for 
me, ‘This found gladdened my poor 
heart 
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heart beyond meafure; thotigh indeed 
it was no more than the very idea I 
had formed in my mind of my mafter 
long before, and I immediately made 
him. this reply: ‘ Sir, I always had 
‘that very thought of you, indeed I 
* had, and that made me fo diligent in 
‘ferving you.’ He then gave me a 
large piece of filver coin, fuch as I 
never had feen or had before, and 
told me to get ready for the voyage, 
and he would credit me with a tierce 
of fugar, and another of rum; he alfo 
faid that he had two amiable fifters in. 
Philadelphia, from whem I might 
get fome neceffary things. Upon 
this my noble captain defired me to 
go aboard ; and, knowing the African 
metal, he charged me not ‘to fay any 
thing of this matter to any body; and 
he promifed that the lying mate fhould 
hot go with him any more. This-was 
a change indeed; m the fame hour 

to 
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to feel the moft exquifite pain, and in 


- the turn of a moment the fulleft joy. 


It caufed in me fuch fenfations as 1 was 
only able to exprefs in my looks; my 
heart was fo overpowered with orati- 
tude that I could have kiffed both of 
their feet. When I left the room I im- 
mediately went, or rather flew, to the 
veflel, which being loaded, my matter, 
as good as his word, trufted me with a 
tierce of rum, and another of fugar, 
when we failed, and arrived fafe at 
the elegant town of Philadelphia. [I 
foon fold my goods here pretty well ; 
and in this charming place 1 found 
every thing plentiful and cheap. 

While I was in this place a very 
extraordinary occurence befell me. I 
had been told one evening of a wife 
woman, a Mrs. Davis, who revealed fe- 
crets, foretold events, &c._ I put little 
faith in this ftory at firft, as I could 
not conceive that any mortal could 
| forefee 
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forefee the future difpofals of Pro- 
vidence, nor did I believe in any other 
revelation than that of the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; however, I was creatly aftonith- 
ed at feeing this woman in a dream 
that night, though a perfon I never 
before beheld in my life; this made 
fuch an impreffion on me, that I could 
not get the idea the next day out of my 
mind, and I then became as anxious to 
fee her as I was before indifferent; ac- 
cordingly in the evening, after we left 
off working, I inquired where fhe 
lived, and being directed to her, to my 
inexprefible furprife, beheld the very 
woman in the very fame drefs the ap- 
peared to me to wear in the vifion. 
She immediately told me I had dream- 
ed of her the preceding night; related 
to me many things that had happened 
with a correctnefs that aftonifhed me; 
and finally told me 1 fhould not be 
long a flave: this was the more agree- 

able 
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able news, as I believed it the more 
readily from her having fo faithfully 
related the paft incidents of my life. 
She faid I fhould be twice in very 
ereat danger of my life within eigh- 
teen months, which, if I efcaped, I 
fhould afterwards go on well; fo, giv- 
ing me her blefling, we parted. After 
ftaying here fome time till our veffel 
was loaded, and I had bought in my 
little traffic, we failed from this agree- 
able {pot for Montferrat, once more to 
‘encounter the raging furfs: 

We arrived fafe at Montferrat, 
where we difcharged our cargo; and 
foon after that we took flaves on board 

for St. Euftatia, and from thence to 
Georgia. I had always exerted myfelf 
and did double work, in order to 
make our voyages as fhort as poffible ; 
and from thus overworking myfelf 
while we were at Georgia I caught a 
fever and ague. J was very ill for 

eleven 
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eleven days and near dying; eternity 


was now exceedingly impreffed on my 
mind, and I feared very much that 


awful event. I prayed the Lord there- 


fore to {pare me; and I made a pro- 


mife in my mind to God, that I would 
be good if ever I fhould recover. At 
length, from having an eminent doc- - 
tor to attend me, I was-reflored again 


to health; and foon after we got the 
veffel loaded, and fet off for Mont- 


ferrat. During the paffage, as I was - 


perfeatly reftored, and had much bu- 
finefs of the veffel to mind, all my en- 
deavours to keep up my integrity, and 
perform my promife to God, began to 
fail; and, in fpite of all I could do, 
as we drew nearer and nearer to the 
iflands, my refolutions more and more 
declined, as if the very air of that 
country or climate feemed fatal to 
piety. When we were fafe arrived at 

mor. I. N Mont- 
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Montferrat, and I had got afhore, I for- 
got my former refolutions.—Alas ! how 
prone is the heart to leave that God it 
wifhes to love! and how ftrongly do 
the things of this world ftrike the fenfes 
and captivate the foul !—After our vef- 
fel was difcharged, we foon got her 
ready, and took in, as ufual, fome of the 
poor oppreffed natives of Africa, and 
other negroes; we then fet off agam for 
Georgia and Charleftown. We arriv- 
ed at Georgia, and, havmg landed part 
of our cargo, proceeded to Charlef- 
town with the remainder. While we 
were there I faw the town illuminated ; 
the guns were fired, and bonfires an 
ether demonftrations of joy fhewn, on 
account of the repeal of the’ ftamp 


act. Here I difpofed of 'fome goods - 


on my own account; the white men 


buying them with fmooth promifes and 
fair words, giving me however but 
| very 
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very indifferent payment. There was 
one gentleman particularly who bought 
a puncheon of rum of me, which 
gave me a great deal of trouble; and, 
although I ufed the intereft of my 
friendly captain, I could not obtain any 
thing for it; for, being a negro man, I 
could not oblige himto pay me. This 
vexed me much, not knowing how 
to act; and I loft fome time in feeking 
after this Chriftian; and though, when 
the Sabbath came. (which the negroes 
ufually make their holiday) I was much 
inclined to go to public worthip, I 
was obliged to hire fome black men 
to help to pull a boat acrofs the water 
to go in queft of this gentleman. When 
I found him, after much entreaty, both 
from myfelf and my worthy captain, 
he at laft paid me in dollars ; fome of 
them, however, were copper, and of 
confequence of no value; but he took 

INE 2 advan- 
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advantage of my being a negro man, 
and obliged me to put up with thofe 
or none, although I objected to them. 
Immediately after, as I was trying 
to pafs them in the market, amongft 
other white men, I was abufed for of- 
fering to pafs bad coin; and, though I 
fhewed them the man I got them from, 
{ was within one minute of being tied 
up and flogged without either judge or 
jury; however, by the help of a good 
pair of heels, I ran off, and fo efcaped 
the baftinadoes I fhould have received. 
I got on board as faft as I could, but 
(till continued in fear of them until we 
failed, which I thanked God we did 
not Jong after; and I have never been 
amonft them fince. 

We foon came to Georgia, where we 
were to complete our lading ; and here ~ 
worfe fate than ever attended me: for 
one Sunday night, as I was with fome 

negroes 
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negroes in their mafter’s yard in the 
town of Savannah, it happened that 
their mafter, one Doétor Perkins, who 
was a very fevere and cruel man, came 
in drunk; and, not liking to fee any 
ftrange negroes in his yard, he anda 
ruffian of a white man he had in his 
fervice befet me in an inftant, and both 
of them ftruck me with the firft wea- 
pons they could: get hold of. I cried 
out as long as I could for help and 
mercy; but, though I gave a good 
account of myfelf, and he knew my 
captain, who lodged hard by him, it 
was to no purpofe. They beat and 
mangled me in a fhameful manner, 
Jeaving me near dead. I loft fo much 
blood from the wounds I received, 
that I lay quite motionlefs, and was fo 
benumbed that I could not feel any 
thing for many hours. Early in the 
morning they took me away to the 

jails 
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jail. As TI did not return to the thip 
all night, my captain, not knowing 
where I was, and being uneafy that I 
did not then make my appearance, he 
made inquiry after me; and, having 
found where I was, immediately came 
to me. As foon as the good man faw 
‘me fo cut.and mangled, he could not 
‘forbear weeping ; he foon got me out 
of jail to. his lodgings, and immedi- 
ately {ent for the beft doétors in the 
place, who at firft declared it as their 
opinion that I could not recover. My 
captain on this went to all the lawyers 
in the town for their advice, but they 
told him they could do nothing for me 
as | was a negro. He then went to 
Doétor Perkins, the hero who had van- 
quifhed me, and menaced him, fwear- 
ing he would be revenged: of him, 
and challenged him to fight.—But 
cowardice 
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cowardice is ever the companion’ of 
cruelty—and the Doctor refufed. How- 
ever, by the fkilfulnefs of one Dottor 
Brady of that place, I began at laft to 
amend; ‘but, although Iwas fo fore and 
bad with the wounds I had all over me 
that I could not reft in any pofture, 
yet I was in more pain on account of 
the captain’s uneafinefs about me than 
I otherwife fhould have been. The 
worthy man nurfed and watched me 
all the hours of the night; and I was, 
through his attention and that of the 
doétor, able to get out of bed in about 
fixteen or eighteen days.» All this 
time I was very much wanted on 
board, as I ufed frequently to go up 
and down the river for rafts, and other 
parts of our cargo, and ftow them 
when the mate was fick or abfent. fs 
about four weeks I was able to go on 
duty; and in a fortnight after, havin 

got 
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got in all our lading, our veffel fet fail 
for Montferrat ; and in lefs than three 
weeks we arrived there fafe towarc> 
the end of the year. This ended my 
adventures in 1764; for1 did not leave 
Montferrat again till the beginning of | 
the following year. | 
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